Whitney Quarterly
Summer Edition 2022
Whitney United Methodist Church

Worship– Sundays at 10:00 am: inperson or live streamed on our YouTube
channel @Whitney UMC Boise

Pastor: Rev. Daryl Blanksma
•

WhitneyPastor@WhitneyUMC.org

Administrative Assistant: Kendra Dueno
•

Saturday Lunch– 10:30 am—noon

Office@WhitneyUMC.org

Community Dinner– Every 3rd Friday
from 6:00—7:00 pm

3315 W. Overland Rd. Boise, ID 83705
Phone: (208)343-2892 | Website: www.WhitneyUMC.org
1

Pastor’s Note:
Wow! What a whirlwind the past couple months have been.
This edition of the Whitney Quarterly was supposed to come out
in late May. Kendra was waiting for me to return from vacation
and my trip to Denver to turn in the last few articles so she could
put it to bed (I think that’s the right phrase). As many of you know,
while I was in Denver the sewer in our building clogged which,
coupled with an overflowing toilet caused a sewage flood that
affected most of our building. Since I returned it has been nonstop dealing with insurance and contractors and moving items
from one room to another so that the workers could remove the
carpet and flooring and wall board where the sewage had spread. We have not been able
to do anything in the building, including work in our offices, since May 17. The exception
has been Saturday Lunch and Community Dinner. After being canceled for 2 weeks those
activities have been able to restart as the kitchen was one of only 2 rooms in the building
where the sewage did not reach.
As most of you know, we have been worshiping at the Holiday Inn Express since May
29. Our current goal is to be back in the Sanctuary on Sunday, July 24, it make take a little
longer to get the office back up and running. I keep reminding myself of the words to the
hymn - “We Are the Church”: “The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, the
church is not a resting place, the church is a people!” While true, it will still be nice when
we can be back in our building.
Peace,
Daryl

Family Life News
This edition we want to say thank you to Kimberly Gardner who has served as our Family
Life Director for the past 2 years. Kimberly came in to the position just as we were
descending into Covid shutdown and remade the position as Covid dictated. Kimberly
stepped down as our Family Life Director at the end of April to travel with her family to
Europe for a couple months before returning home to defend her dissertation and then
look for full-time employment.
Thank you, Kimberly, for all that you have done for the families of Whitney.
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Vicki Lehrman
We welcome Vicki Lehrman back to Whitney.
Vicki was born and raised on a farm around Paul, ID. She is one of
5 siblings. Her parents were active members of the Paul United
Methodist Church, so she and her siblings were raised in the
church. She attended Sunday School and as a youth she belonged
to MYF and attended church camp (Sawtooth) and Conclave
(Willamette University). She was also active in 4-H and was a
Candy Striper during high school.
She graduated from Minico High School and attended Boise State
for 2 years. Vicki was encouraged by her mom to become a nurse
(just like herself) so she attended and graduated from the College of Southern Idaho in the
nursing program. After graduation she worked at Magic Valley Memorial Hospital as a staff
nurse on 5th floor caring for medical and surgical patients for 6 years. Before leaving Magic
Valley Memorial, she completed specialized training in the operating room.
In 1983 she moved to Boise and worked in the operating room at St. Luke’s for a short while.
During this time, she attended Whitney UMC. She remembered Lorrie Baer as the Jazzercise
instructor who taught classes in the basement of the old church.
In 1984 she moved to Eugene, OR to work in the Short Stay Unit (Ambulatory center) at
Sacred Heart Medical Center. Vicki worked some in the Pre and Post Op areas and the
operating room. In 2008 Sacred Heart built a new hospital and the Short Stay Unit merged
with the Main operating room. Our small unit of 8 operating rooms expanded to 24 “smart”
rooms. In 2016, Vicki took on the role of Charge nurse for 4 specialties: ENT (ears, nose and
throat), Ophthalmology, Plastics, and Oral surgery. She was a CNOR (Certified Nurse in the
Operating Room) and had her PNAP (Professional Nursing Advancement and Practice)
certificate. She worked at Sacred Heart for 36 years.
Vicki has a son Eric, who resides in Baker City, OR.
Before moving back here, she was an active member of Wesley United Methodist Church.
During COVID she retired and moved back to Boise. She wanted to find a church connection
and volunteering for the Food Ministry at Whitney UMC was how she reconnected with the
church. She now coordinates the Friday Community Dinners and is secretary of the United
Women of Faith (UMW).

In her spare time, she likes to read, bike, walk, and volunteer for church activities.
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Whitney Family Camp
August 12-14
Camp Sawtooth - North of Fairfield
Cost $75 per adult, children free

You are invited to join your friends for a weekend of relaxation and rejuvenation along the
South Fork of the Boise River at our United Methodist operated Camp Sawtooth (there is
another Camp Sawtooth operated by the Presbyterians - make sure you go to the right
one, we’ll provide a map). Spend time reading, fishing or wading in the South Fork of the
Boise River, bike riding, hiking or just taking a nap. Spend time connecting with others, or
just in quiet solitude. There will be games and crafts provided, or bring your own to share.
Ride the Zip line and end the day singing around the campfire (complete with s’mores).
There will be time to worship together on Sunday morning. All meals will be provided;
each family is asked to take turns helping with food preparation and clean up. The sleeping
cabins are unheated but enclosed and there are modern restroom and shower facilities.
You will need to provide your own sleeping bag and pillow, towels and toiletries. Or you
can bring your own RV or tent to stay in. If you would like more information talk to Kevin or
Becky Daniel, or Johnna or Malcom Dunten.
You can arrive anytime after 4:00 pm on
Friday and our time at the camp ends at
3:00 pm on Sunday. To register, contact
Johnna Dunten. Maps to camp, lists of
items to bring will be provided upon
registration or request.
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UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH

United Methodist Women (UMW) has a new name! In 150 years in mission, our
organization has had more than 25 names, each reflecting the varying times and ways
women lived their lives. As stated in response magazine, “we are again facing a change
in the life of the church and in how women live and choose to engage the world in faith.
It is again time to take on a new name.”
We will maintain the legal name of United Methodist Women while operating as United
Women in Faith. Our Purpose remains the same. Our “calling cards” are Faith, Action
and Sisterhood. Our new logo features our new name next to a Christian cross in muted
yellow, blue, orange and green to reflect our forward looking faith and the diversity of
the organization and God’s world.
We remain the official women’s organization of the United Methodist Church. We
remain the organization training women for leadership, growing spiritually,
transforming through education and providing activities for service and advocacy. We
remain women in mission who follow God’s call for our time.
At Whitney we have an active UWFaith group of 28 women. We meet as a unit where
we have programming which reflects our Purpose as well as conducting business. We
give to the greater mission of UWFaith as well as to mission in our local community and
in the church. We give a scholarship to graduating seniors who are connected to
Whitney. We meet on the 1st Wednesday of every month (except June, July and August)
at noon with a potluck lunch. We also meet as Celia Cowan Circle on the 3rd Tuesday of
each month (except July) at noon with a potluck lunch. This meeting promotes our
fellowship together. All women of the church are invited to attend both of these
meetings.
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Our first two Joyful Noise services were a big hit. Our scripture on March 27 was the
story of the Good Samaritan and we talked about caring for our neighbors. At our
Worship Stations we put together hygiene kits for our neighbors at Interfaith Sanctuary,
we made a Lenten Prayer wreath and lit candles as we lifted our prayers for others to
God, there was a station to work on an Easter Mural, and one where folks could discuss
the Scripture more in depth.

On April 24 we talked about Creation and Camping.
After a brief time of worship around our make shift
campfire we participated in Worship stations where
we made God’s Eyes, practiced Calligraphy, lit prayer
candles, planted our Pollinator Garden, and discussed
how scripture calls us to care for God’s Creation.

We are working on our next Joyful Noise service for probably later in August, once we
are back in our building.
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ALL CHURCH CRAFT FAIR
Friday, November 4th & Saturday, November 5th
Time to be announced
Men - Women - Youth! Do you sew, cook, knit, paint, bake, preserve?
Get Busy!
All items sold or served at our Event should be made or handcrafted by our
congregation or friends.
Lunch will be served both days: Homemade Soup & Pies
If you have questions or suggestions please contact Johnna Dunten or Lorrie Baer. And
consider helping in various places during the Event.
Johnna will be organizing the Kitchen, Lorrie will be organizing the tables, etc.
Hopefully Covid will not force us to go to Plan B again!

WHITNEY SCHOOL CONNECTION
For the past 2 years we have been showing support to the teachers at Whitney
Elementary as well as our own Whitney Church teachers. They have had to learn new
ways of teaching and supporting students during the time of Covid. We have provided
gifts of supplies, goodies and gift cards throughout the school year. During teacher
appreciation week this year all of the teachers were given a $5 Starbucks gift card. The
following photo is an expression of their thanks.
We are hoping that next year will give us the opportunity to become more involved in
person at Whitney Elementary again Playing games with the kids, reading to them or
listening to them reading are just a few of the ways that we can assist teachers and
students. Think about the ways that you can help over the summer and watch for the
opportunity to join us.
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