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The Season of Lent will be starting in just a few days. In
Kimberly’s Family Life article (page 5) you will find information
about some of the events we have planned during Worship for
the next couple of months. I just want to highlight one of the
new things we are going to be trying. On the last Sundays of
March and April we will be holding an “Intergenerational”
Worship service. (We really do need to work on a more
creative name). Part of the inspiration for this service are my
memories of the relationships I formed with the older
members of the congregation in which I grew up. There weren’t
really any kids my age when I reached youth group age so I participated in a lot of
activities with the adults. I see a lot of our youth these days lose interest in the church
when their friends graduate and move away and can’t help but think that one of the
reasons that didn’t happen to me is that I had formed deep bonds with people who
didn’t go off to college.
Our goal in Intergenerational Worship is to design a once a month service that will
be more appealing to those folks who find it hard to sit through an hour service with lots
of talking and little movement, and provide a worship experience that will encourage
and allow folks of all ages to interact with one another and build deeper bonds. When
we were discussing our hopes in a recent Worship Team meeting someone said “that
sounds a little like Whitney Grandpas (and Grandmas).” Yes, it does - except it is with our
children and youth here at the church.
Our first Intergeneration Service will be on March 27. Plan for a service that’ll be:
•

Informal - dress casually because we’ll be moving around and engaging in Creative
activities

•

Interactive - less listening and sitting and more doing: singing, moving, engaging our
bodies as well as our minds and spirits

•

Inclusive - designed with all ages in mind

Peace’
Daryl
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Meet Kendra!
Kendra is a warm and calming presence for our front office
who has navigated her new admin responsibilities with a high
level of competence and professionalism. She views her job
here with us as a blessing, a way to blend her love of Christ
with job that supports herself and her little daughter, Everley,
who is only 11 months old. Kendra’s favorite part of working
here at Whitney is getting to know all the people and being
able to provide assistance to those who need urgent help.
Aside from working part-time with us, Kendra also holds
another part-time position as a child care worker at New Horizon Academy, where she
mostly looks after infants and children ages two and three.
Family is the most important part of Kendra’s life. Kendra is one of six siblings, three
sisters and two brothers, spanning in ages between 25 and 6! “It’s madness” she will tell
you. Her youngest brother and Everley are so close in age that Kendra’s father calls him
“Everley’s bruncle”! All of her siblings live here in Boise and she and her mother share a
very close relationship.
Kendra spends every spare minute she can with Everley, calling it, “the thing I most look
forward to”. When asked what she is most excited about at this point in her life, Kendra
quickly responds, “sleep!”
And she is as impressive as she is busy! Kendra graduated Borah high at the age of 16
and has high hopes for her education. With a natural knack for picking up languages, she
plans to get her bachelor’s degree in Spanish and Sign language with the intention of
landing a career as a translator.
Kendra is also quite “artsy”; she enjoys painting and plays the guitar which Everley loves
and often dances to.
We’re lucky to have her as part of the Whitney team!
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Updates from Family Life Ministry
Kimberly Gardner, Family Life Director
Hello, Whitney families!
Our ministry has been hard at work these past few months
and we are excited to share with you some upcoming plans.
But first, I want to take this opportunity to highlight a couple
of projects we’ve completed in our sanctuary…

Creation Care
Our worship series for Family Life has focused on one piece of our vision, that we
haven’t focused much on yet. We are a School of Love where we learn how to love
ourselves, our neighbors, and CREATION as Jesus
teaches. The series I chose for our kids and youth
showed us that Jesus indeed cared for all of God’s
creation and that it is our responsibility to do the
same. We also saw how different parts of Creation
– soil, water, animals, and plants – can show us
how to live in Christian community. We hope to
continue our commitment to loving God’s Creation
through future education opportunities, service
and art. If you haven’t seen it already, take a look
at the art work at the back of the sanctuary done
by our kids, youth, and adults.

Advent Season
During Advent, we came together for an art and service night.

Our kids and youth worked with several members of the Celia
Cowen circle to create a beautiful “Mosaic Tile” poster that is
now hanging on our sanctuary wall and they were able to put
together bags of cookies for teachers and staff at both
Whitney Elementary School and South Jr. High.

Continued on page 5
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Coming Up
•

March 6: Bury the Alleluia: Alleluia is the church’s song of joy. But during Lent, our
attitude is more solemn. To honor this change in attitude, our kids, youth, and the
young at heart are invited to paint and decorate Alleluia rocks that we will bury after
our service on Sunday, March 6.

•

March 27: Intergenerational worship service. We will be trying something in March!
As you know, family life has been experimenting with intergenerational worship by
including our kids in the sanctuary and in worship (as Covid has permitted, of
course!). We hope to push the bar a little higher by changing our worship structure
for one Sunday in March. We will have more details as we figure this out! Our hope is
that families with kids will find this worship experience more enjoyable and fulfilling
as parents can be with their children. We also hope to provide an experience fulfilling
to those who experience sacred space while working with their hands.

•

Art during Lent: We invite our kids, youth, and young at heart to participate in art
activities during the season of Lent on Sunday’s during traditional service.

•

Lent family devotionals: Family Life will be emailing family devotionals for the season
of Lent to help with at-home observance. Please let us know if you want a copy
printed.

One last thing…
We need you!
We need a few adults to help during Lent! Join our kids and youth during the Lenten
season as we create beautiful pieces of art to display next to our Creation Care pieces.
Contact Kimberly at familylife@whitneyumc.org if you’re interested.
With love,
The Family Life team
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WHITNEY FOOD MINISTRY
Among the important ministries of Whitney UMC are those that help to feed members of
our local community.

Saturday Lunch:
Every Saturday morning Whitney offers sack lunches to go for those who live in the
83705 zip code area. This ministry began around 2003 when it was brought to the
church’s attention that some of the students at Whitney School had nothing to eat on
the weekend. About three volunteers, led by Emily Nelson, began making sack lunches
that students and their families could eat at the church or take home. Originally, the
lunches were available to anyone who showed up but when the numbers got too high
the decision was made to limit distribution to those who live in the 83705 area. PreCovid the church was serving 30-60 lunches each Saturday. Currently our number are
about 20-40 but numbers are beginning to pick up again. Preparation and distribution
usually requires at least 5 volunteers each Saturday from 10:30 to noon. The leads for
Saturday Lunch are Emily Nelson and Melinda Maillard.

Carla Biersdorff & Keri
Outen packing lunches

Dennis Sundberg, Emily
Nelson & Carla Biersdorff
pack lunches for
distribution

Melinda Maillard makes
sandwiches for Saturday
Lunch

Continued on page 7
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Community Dinner:
The third Friday of every month we provide hot, freshly prepared dinners to go.
Pre-Covid the meals were served at the church and many members of the congregation
would come and share this meal with members of the community. The number served
could reach as high as 150 each month. During Covid, distribution of the meals had to
transition to take out and the numbers served have gone down. In 2019, pre-Covid,
Community Dinner served 3,858. In 2021 the number of meals served dropped to 1,028.
Vicki Lehrman is the lead for the Community Dinner.

Vicki Lehrman serves up Bison Chili

Keri Outen, Carla Biersdorff, Emily
Nelson, Richard, & Vicki Lehrman
Eighty percent of the supplies we use for the
Community Dinners come from the Idaho
Food Bank. Donations and funds from our
operating budget cover the remaining costs

and purchase the supplies for Saturday Lunch.

Emily Nelson gets ready to check in
guests
Continued on page 8
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You will often find the same volunteers working at both the Saturday Lunch and
Community Dinner. Both programs are always in need of more volunteers to help with
food preparation, serving and cleanup, and just getting to know the guests. Contact
Emily, Melinda, Vicki, or the church office if you would like to help or would like more
information.

St. Vincent Food Pantry:
The third food ministry Whitney supports is the St. Vincent dePaul Food Pantry. Sacred
Heart Catholic Church leads this ministry but Whitney has been working with them for

several years to help feed those in our community who are dealing with food insecurity.
One big way we participate is through providing Thanksgiving Food Boxes each year. Due
to COVID, weekly distribution of food boxes had to transition to drive up service. This
created a roadblock on the city streets so Whitney provides SVdP the use of our parking
lot on Tuesdays and Fridays for food box distribution from 10 am to noon. If you come to
the church on a Tuesday or Friday morning be sure to enter the parking lot off of
Owyhee Street since the front lot is blocked off for food box distribution.

Clients begin lining up for food box distribution

(Cover photo: Barbara Nolan packages meals to distribute to Community Dinner)
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JOSEPH’S CLOSET
Joseph’s Closet closed for the year on February 19. We were open for 4 months during
the coldest time of the year and were able to give away approximately 250 coats,
scarves, gloves, and hats. We also were able to give every family a warm blanket. We
know that this ministry has helped many of the families in our community. In addition to
families, we were often visited by social workers accompanying their clients who may be
new refugee families, those recently released from incarceration or in treatment programs. Everyone is so grateful and happy to receive not only the warmth of the clothing
but the smiles of our volunteers.
Special thanks to our volunteers this year: Linda Budolfson, Helen Shelby, Coral Swofford,
Dawn Bruckner, Gena and Mike Waller, Peggy, Jeff and Mike Jackson, Dianna Shea, Jana
Hedges, Lorrie Baer, Noa Neser, Lory Neser. We are also grateful for the many donations
we have received from individuals, churches and other organizations. We will continue to
accept donations throughout the year at the church office. We only accept warm winter
coats and accessories. Monetary donations help with the trailer rental each year.
Joseph’s Closet is an outreach ministry of Whitney and a blessing to all involved. If you
would like to become involved, see Lory Neser or Coral Swofford.

UMW celebrating LOVE
with decorations,
programming, games and
goodies
led by Carla Biersdorff.
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Church Council
Members of the Whitney Church Council held their first meeting of the year on
February 6. The Council adopted a budget for 2022. Due to decreased revenues our
current budget is showing a deficit for the year so we will be working with the
congregation on ways to raise more funds or, if needed, to implement budget cuts.
A few years ago Whitney voted to go to a single board governing model but had
never fully implemented the plan. One of the goals of the Council for this year is to
work toward fully implementing single board governance. The single board will
combine the governing functions of the previous Church Council, Board of Trustees,
Finance Committee and Staff-Parish Relations Committee into one body. Work teams
will be developed to oversee different aspects of church functions (I.e, a facilities
management and maintenance, financial management, etc.) but all governing
decisions will be made by the Church Council. While this single board seems
confusing for those of us who have spent much time navigating the confusing waters
of Methodist polity it is quite common in other organizations; think city council,
school board, county commission, and many denominations other than Methodists.
One of the goals of the single board governing model is to spend less time in
meetings so that more time is freed up to do the work of ministry.
The Council’s goals for 2022, which were shared at the January 9
Congregational meeting, are: 1) Continue our support for teachers & school staff at
Whitney Elementary and South Jr. High and in our congregation; 2) Build up the
volunteer base for Family Life programs and the food and clothing ministries; 3)
Strengthening existing ways and finding new ways of connecting with people (in our
congregation, in our neighborhoods, in our daily walk through life; 4) Continue
developing our School of Love Vision; 5) Revisit our efforts to become a Reconciling
Congregation.
The members of the 2022 Council are: Rich Keefe; chair, Lory Neser; Lay
Leader, Gena Waller, Johnna Dunten, Dianna Shea, Stewart Gardner, Glenda Berto,
David Hawk, Coral Swofford, Bob Storm, Kimberly Gardner, and Daryl Blanksma.
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