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Pastor’s Note
In early 2020 a newly discovered virus was just beginning to make
news as COVID-19 (so named because it was identified in 2019) landed on
the shores of The United States. By March 15, 2020 most United
Methodist churches in the U.S., as well as many churches from other
denominations, closed their doors to indoor worship with very little notice.
At the time, I expected the closer to last 2, maybe 3 weeks. 63 weeks later
my congregation in Eugene resumed in-person worship on May 23.
Whitney resumed in person worship about a month later. Strict physical
distancing requirements and mask mandates, as well as prohibitions on
singing, shaking hands, or congregating in the building in any way were in
all put in place to keep us as safe as possible until more folks were
vaccinated and we were able to reopen fully.
Five months later many of those restrictions remain in place as infection rates have actually
climbed rather than subsiding as a new variant, Delta, swept through the population, especially among
the high number of people who either refused or had been unable to get vaccinated. In recent weeks
infections rates have started to go down again, but then the day after Thanksgiving another variant,
Omicron, was identified in South Africa raising concerns of another infection spike.
Sigh.
The last 21 months have been exhausting and exasperating. Trying to plan church activities and
worship, trying to plan for family life, or a school year, or operate a business or group of any kind
requires constantly monitoring Covid infections and almost a daily change of plans. Even as of
December 1, I’m not entirely sure what worship will be able to look like for Christmas Eve so our
worship team is planning for various options.
On days like today, I am reminded of these words from John’s gospel which play such a
prominent role in our Christmas celebration, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it” (John 1:5). During these lingering dark and dreary days of Covid, may we find comfort in
those words. Even among the uncertainty of the world, the light of God’s love still shines bright,
bringing hope and comfort and peace.
Peace,
Daryl
Whitney Quarterly
Welcome to the first edition of the Whitney Quarterly. Covid has changed many things about the
church. One of the changes was the addition of the weekly Midweek Email with news and events on
church activities sent out each week. As we went through a change in office staff we did not have
anyone to publish the monthly Chronicle which is why you have not received one since earlier this
summer. Now we have the staff to publish a newsletter but with so much of the content which would be
included now sent out weekly it would mostly be repeating information you have already received. So
we decided to try something different and put out a quarterly newsletter with pictures and articles of
events that have taken place over the past 3 months, and a look ahead at some upcoming events. We
are still working out the kinks, but hope that once we get everything pulled together you will find that
with the Midweek Email updating you on current events and the Whitney Quarterly providing a look at
events that have taken place you will be well informed on what is going on at Whitney.
Our original intention was to have this edition ready to send out in mid November and some of
the articles were submitted in early November for that deadline. But life and church events seemed to
get in the way and our publication date got pushed back. Chalk that up to the trials and errors of
starting something new.
2

Family Life updates
Intergenerational worship and “Creation Care moments”
We’ve dealt with challenge after challenge since March of last year. So
far, we have used these challenges as opportunities to experiment with
different ways of worship and fellowship. If you’ve been attending on
Sunday, you will have noticed a table in the back of the sanctuary with
activities and books that follow the “Creation Care Moments”. These
activities and materials are geared toward kids, youth, and even a few for
adults! This is the beginning of our next experiment: intergenerational
worship. Rather than a church for children, another for youth, and yet
another for the grown-ups, we believe that everyone should be involved in worship
together. And we are using a series on Creation Care to play with different ways of
intergenerational worship. Approaching the Bible through the lens of Creation
Care shows how God uses the Earth - its soil, water, plants, air, and animals – as
a means through which we are brought together in Christian community and that
our responsibility to Creation mirrors that of our human neighbors. Throughout this
series, our Creation Care moments will teach familiarity with the Bible through:
water stories, plant and food stories, and animal stories.
This curriculum is meant to turn our hearts toward a love of Creation through
familiarity with the Bible. After a quick “Creation Care Moment” during service,
kids, youth and even adults, are invited to sit in their own seats with their families
or in the back table together and work on materials provided that go along with the
Creation Care Moment. We will incorporate projects in some of these weeks as well. For example, the first week, we learned about
how God created the first human from the soil so the kids worked on their own clay creations during the service.
Don’t be surprised if you hear lots of scribbling in the back during service; it’s just our kids getting creative!
We are also holding an event every month that allows our families with kids to get together, play together, and pray together. In
September, we held a pizza party with a bouncy house and games. It rained a little but we still had lots of fun!
In October we will gather with some of our friends from Whitney Elementary for a Pumpkin Decorating Party. Thank you to Barb Nolan and her group for assembling candy bags and cookies! And for members of the church who always come through with lots of
candy.
Coming up in November we will have a “bonfire” party at the Gardner’s house. We are still finding creative ways to spend time
together during Covid – even if it means getting a little chilly in November.
Stay tuned for our Advent series and events in Christmas. We want our kids and youth to understand the meaning of Christmas
through service this year and are working to identify service projects that are meaningful to them. One option we are discussing is
working with the Humane Society to provide blankets for their kitties and peanut butter treats for their pooches.
Ideas and feedback from the
congregation are always welcome.
Please contact Kimberly Gardner
familylife@whitneyumc.org with
your comments and
questions.
Peace be with you,
The Family Life Team
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CROP Hunger Walk

Twenty-three humans and 3 dogs gathered at the church on
Sunday, October 17 and walked the neighborhood to raise
money to fight hunger through this year’s Ada County CROP
Hunger Walk. Three different groups set out from the church
walking various routes and sharing information about Crop
walk with those they encountered. The CROP Hunger Walk is
a nationwide movement sponsored by Church World Service
to raise funds to end hunger and poverty in the U.S. and
around the world. A total of $949 was collected by Whitney.
25% will stay in our community with the Ada County Food
Bank and the rest will be donated to Church World Service to
fight hunger around the world.
Remembering the Saints
On All Saints’ Sunday we remembered those dear to us who have gone on to greater glory this past year
with the reading of names and lighting of candles. These are the members from our congregation who
have passed in the last year:
Barbara Allen
Don Davidson
Bonnie Hawk
Sharon Miller

Chuck Moss
Micky Vail
For all the saints, who from their labors rest… Alleluia!
New Electronic Reader Board Sign
Over two years ago (before Covid), the Trustees began a
conversation about putting in an electronic reader board sign.
Bids were received for the project and a company selected
and down payment made before we knew the extent and cost
of the parsonage repairs. The work on installing the reader
board was finally completed this Fall. The new sign provides
us with a fantastic way to notify the community about Whitney
UMC and our ongoing activities. So far we have used the sign
to publicize our worship time, website address, Pumpkin
Party, Joseph’s Closet, Saturday Lunch, and Community
Dinner. Several of those who attended our Pumpkin Party said
they did so after seeing it advertised on the sign, and others
have mentioned attending worship after seeing our worship
time on the sign.
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Joseph’s Closet
Open every Saturday from 10:30 am - noon, and every 3rd Friday of the month from 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Whitney’s warm clothing ministry called Joseph’s

Most of our items are donated and the donations

Closet was begun about 20 years ago by Cindy

come from everywhere. Several women’s groups

Kubena. She saw a need in our community and set up

from the LDS church donate newly made quilts

the first Closet in the basement of the old Whitney

every year. Last year a young man in southeast

church. When the old building was demolished, the

Boise took his youth group out and they collected

Closet was set up in a construction trailer on the

bags of coats to donate. Members of the church

empty lot where it has remained except for 2020 when

are very generous donating items and money.

the Sanctuary, which was not being used for worship

When we have a need, we put out the word and

due to Covid, became a socially distanced space. This

items appear. Meridian UMC has been very

year we rented a larger trailer which allows for

generous in helping us financially and with coats.

distancing and we are following the Covid precautions

In 2019, a portion of the proceeds from the

of masking, sanitation and distancing. We opened on

Bazaar and Craft Fair were given to the Closet.

October 23 and as of November 11, we have given
away 67 coats and accessories to men, women and
children in our community.
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Joseph’s Closet is more than a place to receive a coat. Here
are some stories from the Closet:
“She was a double amputee and couldn’t get up
the steps so we brought the coats to her. She got
her coat but what she loved most was her brightly
colored hat.”

An elderly gentleman from a halfway house in
Meridian came in with his caregiver. He loved his
new jacket but when he saw a blanket with footballs
on it, his eyes sparkled. “I’m gonna take that home,
sit in my chair, and watch the football game.’”
A Hispanic mother and her young son
stopped by the first day we were open.
After finding coats for them both, we sent
her to have Saturday lunch. The next time
we saw them was at the Pumpkin Party
having a great time.

“The smile on a little girl’s face when she
tries on a bright pink jacket and sees
herself in the mirror is priceless!”

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

2X and 3X men’s and women’s coats
Coats for toddlers – 12 months – 2 years
Women’s warm socks (no ankle socks)

We also need financial donations. We pay
for the trailer which is close to $5000 for the
4 months we rent it. If we are really low on
an item we will purchase what we need.
Checks can be written to Whitney UMC and
the memo designated for Joseph’s Closet.

Please donate clean, appropriate clothing. We
don’t take shoes or summer, lightweight items.
Many of our customers sleep under the stars or
in their cars. Sleeping bags and warm blankets
are helpful for them. Clothing can be brought to
the church office Tuesday – Friday from 9-1.

And…..we can always use more volunteers.
It’s an hour and half on a Saturday morning
and we guarantee that it will warm your
heart and put a smile on your face. We
follow Covid protocols. If you are interested,
contact Lory Neser – 808-286-4829,
lneser@aol.com.

We always need donations of clothing. The
items we are needing most at this time are:
•
•
•
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Parsonage Repairs Completed

After 7 arduous months, the renovation work on the parsonage is complete and it is ready for Pastor
Daryl to move in. A special thank you to everyone who stepped up to help: Bert Allen, Jim & Lorrie
Baer, Stewart & Kimberly Gardner, Vickie Lehman, Joe & Melinda Maillard, Lory Neser, Barbara
Nolan, Arny Skov, Bill Slupe, and Coral Swofford. And a big thank you to Malcom Dunten who
spearheaded the project. (Our apologies to anyone we might have missed). We also want to thank all
those who financially contributed to the parsonage renovation. Money from our Parsonage
Endowment Fund was also used to finance the repairs.

All Church Meeting - January 9, 2022
The Church Council is planning a coordinated worship service / full church meeting on January 9,
2022. We will start at our regular worship time at 10 a.m., then transition from worship to an hour of
meeting, from 11 to 12. (There will be a short break at 11 so that those who cannot stay will be able to
leave.)
In addition to our shared worship, council members will listen to your thoughts and ideas about our
church and ministries, as well as report to you on various features of the state of the church. We will
also discuss our mission, vision, and goals, and we will elect 2 new members of the Council.
End of Year Finances
As we come to the end of 2021 our financial records show that giving is down for the year but
expenses have remained pretty consistent resulting in a deficit as we head into 2022. Please keep
Whitney in mind for your end of year giving as we strive to meet our financial obligations.
There are four ways you can give to support the mission and ministry of Whitney United
Methodist Church:
1. Go to WhitneyUMC.org/donate-now to give online by credit card or electronic transfer from your
bank account.
2. Mail your donation to Whitney UMC, 3315 W Overland Rd, Boise, ID 83705.
3. Give on Sunday during worship by either dropping your donation into the donation dropbox by the
door, or see Johnna to give by credit card.
4. Give a donation of stock. This could provide a big tax advantage to you. You will receive the full
tax credit for your donation and not have to claim any of the appreciated value as income. Talk to
Pastor Daryl if you would like more information.
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Music Leaders in 2021

Whitney church is fortunate to have an outstanding music
ministry. Here we are focusing on our Chancel choir
director, Andy Maddox and pianist, Svetlana Maddox. In
another issue we will provide information about our Praise
Band, Six Ways to Sunday.
Andy grew up in California, living in both the southern
and northern parts. He came to Boise to study vocal
performance at Boise State. After receiving his degree,
(Music – Vocal Performance) sang with many barbershop
quartets and with the Boise Chordsmen chorus. He
produced recordings to help them learn music for which he
sang all four parts tenor, lead, baritone and bass. He
teaches voice lessons to individuals and groups. He has
participated in many competitions across the United States
and internationally. Andy sang with a barbershop quartet,
which performed at the Bohemian Club in CA for US
President Gerald Ford, and he performed at Carlsbad
Caverns as well as in many more traditional places and concert halls. Currently, Andy is co
director and voice coach for the Sweet Adeline choir in Boise. With them he has competed in
regional contests. One of his students was offered and accepted a part in an Off-Broadway
Musical in NY just before the Covid epidemic made it necessary to close down performance
and travel. Another of his students performs on a Cruise ship. Andy began directing a church
choir at Amity UMW in 1998 and moved to Whitney in 2007.
Andy and Svetlana met in the music building at BSU in 1999. They agree that they felt
something like an electrical charge when they first saw each other. They were married at
Whitney UMC in October 2009.
Svetlana grew up in Moldova, the daughter and granddaughter of professional musicians. She
played the piano from early childhood. She completed her secondary education at a special
music school for gifted children in Chisinau, Moldova. Then she studied at
the Gnesins Academy of Music in Moscow, completing her Master's degree in Piano
Performance.
In 1999 Svetlana came to study in the US. She completed her second Master’s degree in
Piano Performance at Boise State University studying with Dr. Del Parkinson, a renowned
Professor of piano at Boise State. Svetlana’s native language is Russian and she learned two
other languages at school, Romanian and French, but her introduction to English was when
she arrived in Boise. Svetlana completed her Doctoral degree in Piano Performance at the
University of Arizona in Tucson. During the years of study, she won the top prizes in National
and International piano competitions, had the honor to perform solo at Carnegie Hall in 2009,
2012, and 2013, played at the Merkin Concert Hall on Broadway and at the Steinway Hall in
New York City. Svetlana was invited to give a solo recital at the Chopin Festival in El Paso TX
and at the List Festival at California State University in Los Angeles. She gave a LectureRecital at the Franz List University of Music in Budapest, Hungary. In the past ten years
Svetlana has performed on concert stages of every music department of colleges and
universities in Idaho. Dr. Svetlana Maddox teaches music classes at Boise State University and
the College of Western Idaho. Svetlana was invited to perform at the “Stars of Steinway”
concert series held at Dunkley Music Recital Hall. She performs regularly at the Faculty Artists
Series at Boise State University. Her solo recitals are often supported by PowerPoint
presentations that offer insights into the composers’ works.
Continued on page 9
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In Spring 2021 Svetlana took part in a collective video concert “Boise’s Finest” organized by
the famous Boise Music Week. This video concert was like a breath of fresh air for all the
performers who took part in this wonderful project during the constrains of the quarantine.
Here is the link to this concert: https://youtu.be/bXQairFeW7M
Svetlana has been singing in the Chancel Choir since 2009. Recently, she has been hired as
our church pianist. During the Covid shutdown, Andy and Svetlana have worked very hard to
prepare musical videos for our church services. Andy has a computer program that helped him
and Svetlana to record each part of the 4-voice hymns and to synchronize the recorded tracks.
When making a recording of a hymn, Svetlana records the piano part first; then she sings the
soprano part; then the alto line. Andy records the tenor; and the bass parts. Finally, Andy
spends several hours syncing all parts. It often takes 8-12 hours to complete a recording of a
single hymn, depending on complexity and length. Andy and Svetlana Maddox have met the
challenge and kept our music beautiful. Both are eager to move to the new normal whenever
that can be done safely.
Besides other music throughout the services, Svetlana is providing beautiful piano introits.
This is an invitation for all of us to sit down quietly and prepare our hearts and souls for
worship.
P.S. At Sunday morning services, many have noticed an excellent pianist playing when
Svetlana is singing. This is Irina Borisova, Svetlana's mother.

The Staff of Whitney United Methodist Church
Rev. Daryl Blanksma
Kendra Dueno
Kimberly Gardner
Andy Maddox
Svetlana Maddox
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Whitney United Methodist Church
3315 W. Overland Rd
Boise, ID 83705

Advent/Christmas Worship at Whitney
November 28 - First Sunday of Advent
Daryl Blanksma preaching, “What Do We Do While We Wait” - Luke 21:25-36
December 5 - Second Sunday of Advent
Daryl Blanksma preaching, “If You Don’t Turn Around, You May End Up Where You Are
Going” - Luke 3:1-6
December 12 - Third Sunday of Advent
Jane Shaffer preaching
December 19 - Fourth Sunday of Advent
Daryl Blanksma preaching, “Mary’s Favorite Christmas Song” - Luke 1:39-55
December 24 - Christmas Eve, Worship at 4 pm
Daryl Blanksma preaching, “God Comes to Us” - Luke 2:1-20. Special music by Whitney Choir
December 26 - First Sunday after Christmas
Daryl Blanksma preaching, “Home Alone” - Luke 2:41-52
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