
 

“Pure Religion” 
 
 

August 29, 2021,    10:00 a.m. 
 

Pastor Daryl Blanksma 
 

PRELUDE MUSIC                               Svetlana Maddox 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS          Pastor Daryl 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP               Liturgist, Stewart Gardner 

Leader:      Every generous act of giving is a tribute to God’s 

             love for us. 

People:  Lord, let us be people of generous and abundant 

gifts for others. 
 

Leader:  Be ready to listen and slow to react in anger. 

People:  Lord, prepare us to be peaceful people. 
 

Leader:  Keep your hearts and spirits ready to serve the Lord. 

People:  Lord, open our hearts to hear and respond to 

your words of life in ministries of hope and 

peace. 
 

OPENING SONG(Video)            Six Ways to Sunday(Band) 
 

“The Heart of Worship” 
 

OPENING PRAYER(unison)       Liturgist, Stewart Gardner 
 

Let us join our voices in prayer: 
 

Creating God, 

you are the source of summer’s splendor— 

the beauty and fragrance of delicate flowers, 

and sweet sound of birdsong. 

We come to you this morning 

with delight and gladness, 

grateful for all of your wonders. 

 



 

As the fields produce their harvest, 

may your love grow within us, 

that we too may produce a harvest 

of love, hope, and joy. Amen. 

 

SCRIPTURE READING          Liturgist, Stewart Gardner 
 

James 1:17-27 
 

 Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is 

from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 

there is no variation or shadow due to change. In fulfillment of his 

own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we 

would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 

 You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be 

quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; for your anger does 

not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid yourselves of all 

sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with 

meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your 

souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who 

deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not 

doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for 

they look at themselves and, ongoing away, immediately forget 

what they were like. But those who look into the perfect law, the 

law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but 

doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think 

they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their 

hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and 

undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 

widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the 

world. 
 

Children’s Message                               Kimberly Gardner 
 

Scripture Reading                   Liturgist, Stewart Gardner 
 

Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 

 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had 

come from Jerusalem gathered around Jesus, they noticed that 

some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, 

without washing them. (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not 

eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the 



tradition of the elders; and they do not eat anything from the 

market unless they wash it; and there are also many other traditions 

that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 

So the Pharisees and the scribes asked Jesus, “Why do your 

disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat 

with defiled hands?” Jesus said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly 

about you hypocrites, as it is written, 

‘This people honors me with their lips, 

but their hearts are far from me; 

in vain do they worship me, 

teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 

You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human 

tradition.” 

 Then Jesus called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen 

to me, all of you, and understand: there is nothing outside a person 

that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what 

defile.” 

 For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil 

intentions come: fornication, theft, murder, adultery, avarice, 

wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. All 

these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
 

SERMON                                 Pastor Daryl 
 

“Pure Religion” 
 

SONG(Video)             Six Ways to Sunday (Band) 
 

“Servant Song” 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
 

LORD’S PRAYER   
 

OFFERING   
 

CLOSING SONG                      Andy and Svetlana Maddox   
 

“Take My Life and Let It Be” 
 

SENDING FORTH 

 

 

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 Join us for Fellowship Time will be after service. It will be 

outside on the EAST side of the building.  

 Bonnie Hawk’s Celebration of Life will be held here at the 

church on September 4 at 11:00 a.m. 

 Don’t have internet access? Now you can hear each week's 

sermon by calling 208-286-1705. We will have Sunday’s 

sermon available by noon the following Monday. Service 

starts August 29. 

 No Congregational Singing (But you certainly can hum 

along as the words appear on the screen!) 

 We continue following COVID protocol.  

 Ways to Give: You may 1) drop your offerings in the drop 

box at an exit door, 2) give by mail (address below) or 3) 

donate online - click donate on our website 

www.whitneyumc.org 

 If you are able, please consider making a special offering to 

Whitney UMC beyond your regular giving. These funds 

will help with the restoration repairs on our parsonage. These 

expenses far exceed anything we have in our planned budget 

or reserves. 

 UNITED METHODIST MEN – UMM gathering date 

September 2 at 6:30 p.m. at the Gardner/Waller home - 

2880 W Palouse St. For more information contact 

Brandon O’Meara at botch0076@yahoo.com or 208-

867-1949. A great evening and wonderful dinner with 

salmon, steaks and popsicles. ALL Whitney men are 

invited. 

 UNITED METHODIST WOMEN – On September 1st at 

noon, the UMW will meet at the church for their monthly 

potluck. 
 

 

Whitney United Methodist Church 

3315 W Overland Rd       Boise, ID 83705 

208-343-2892 

Church email address               Reverend Daryl Blanksma, Pastor 

3315whitneychurch@gmail.com      whitneypastor@whitneyumc.org  

                

Whitney website       Kimberly Gardner, Family Life Director    

www.whitneyumc.org                              FamilyLife@whitneyumc.org 
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