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A Message
from Kimberly
Gardner
Family Life Updates
During this Easter we have been worshipping with Rev. Jane
Shaffer and soon we will have the privilege of being led in
worship by Pastor Jack Bynum, exploring the theme of God’s
Grace. We are grateful for both these servants of God.
Spring is here and life is exploding everywhere! The birds and
squirrels are acting a little crazy and the bees (and wasps!) are
busy pollinating fruit trees. The sounds of birds chirping,
singing, and squabbling fill our backyards. Ducks quietly quack
as they waddle up sidewalks and take their time crossing
streets. These are the sounds of creation singing back to their
creator.

Loving God’s creation by listening
To love something or someone requires a certain level of
familiarity and intimacy. On Earth Day, I sent out an email
encouraging us to get outside and observe nature at work.
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Communion

Following worship on May 2, you are invited to join us
for Communion on ZOOM.
Bring your own bread/crackers and grape juice/wine
and we will celebrate communion together online!
The link to join us is in the email you received
with the links to the worship service.
The ZOOM meeting ID is 970 5655 1736.
We will gather about 10:45 am.

continued from page 1

This is especially important for kids who tend to have more familiarity with corporate brands than they do
with their flora neighbors. If we are to love and care for nature, then we need to spend more time in it!
A creative, fun, and intentional practice for observing nature is to create a sound poem or soundscape. This
month, Family Life Ministry is hosting a field trip to Terry Day park. Our kids and youth (along with their
grown-ups!) are invited to join us in creating a
soundscape project. We will be listening and recording
the sounds of God’s creation. Later, we will
collaboratively create a poem and prayer with our
recorded sounds. Stay tuned for more details!

Feeding our flying pollinators
The Whitney UMC folks are pretty good at feeding our
neighbors. But what about the flying pollinators in our
neighborhood? These little insects are critical to the
health and beauty of God’s creation. That is why we are
planting an “Air Bee n’ Bee” pollinator garden on our
church grounds. Contact familylife@whitneyumc.org if
you are interested in helping us out.
You are the light. Go and be the light you were created to be!
With love,
The Family Life Ministry Team

Upcoming Worship Schedule
May 2 – Rev. Jane Shaffer – “Rumor” –
Luke 24:13-35
May 9 – Pastor Jack Bynum – “Prevenient
Grace” – Psalm 46:10, John 6:44-45
May 16 – Pastor Jack – “Justifying Grace” –
Philippians 1:3-6, 1 Peter 1:3-5
May 23 – Pastor Jack – “Sanctifying Grace”
– Ephesians 5:1-2, 1 Thessalonians 5:22-24
May 30 – Rev. Jane – “Jesus’ Encounters
with Women – Bowed” – Luke 13:10-17
June 6 – Rev. Jane – “Jesus’ Encounters with
Women – Extravagant” – Matthew 26:6-13

Rev. Jane Shaffer Pastor Jack Bynum

June 13 – Rev. Jane – “Jesus’ Encounters
with Women – Mitey (sic)” – Mark 12:41-44
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Member Spotlight

Steve and Sarah Spencer
Sarah was born in Southwest Idaho and lived
in Boise and McCall until she was in third
grade. Then she moved with her family to
Arizona where she stayed for about 30 years.
She graduated from Westwood High School in
Mesa, Arizona and enrolled for one year at
Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff where
she majored in music. Later she did complete a
Bachelor's degree in human services
management so she is qualified to design and
manage programs for nonprofit agencies.

Steve and Sarah Spencer

She returned to Idaho in 2013 feeling that she
Photo by Brooke Eppa Photography
needed family support. Sarah was being
treated for fibromyalgia and CPTSD. Her health is gradually improving. Sarah says, “I would just as soon
people know that I have problems in case I have a panic attack and need help.” She trained a Maltese terrier
“Sunny” to assist her. The dog has grown old and become a pet for both Steve and Sarah. Sarah is now
employed part-time handling phone captions for deaf and hearing-impaired people.
Steve grew up in mostly in Boise, but graduated from high school in Lewiston. He traveled with a small
business organizing games between pro sports teams and community teams to assist charitable
organizations. For example, a pro football team would play basketball against the police or fire department.
Then Steve worked for several years on the maintenance staff of the Cathedral of the Rockies which he
enjoyed very much. Now he is employed by Automated Maintenance Services and supervises cleaning the
Idaho State Capitol Building. Steve has been dealing with anxiety and panic attacks for nearly 20 years.
Sarah and Steve first met online and very soon Steve took her on a tour of the Cathedral of the Rockies. She
said, "The more they were together, the better she liked Steve. He was so quick witted and funny." They
were married at the Cathedral of the Rockies in 2015.
They met Lesli McGowan while attending the Walk to Emmaus which they enjoyed. Sarah continues to help
with the music at Walk to Emmaus events. Lesli invited Steve and Sarah to Whitney UMC, and Sarah joined
the praise band immediately. Sarah has been singing since elementary school. She plays piano and guitar.
Currently, she is singing both alto and soprano with Six Ways to Sunday, Whitney UMC’s praise band. The
Spencers came at a time when Whitney needed a new praise band member, and they felt comfortable in this
church. Sarah was amazed at how welcoming and caring everyone was from the first day.
Both Steve and Sarah belong to the Guardians of the Children, a non-profit 501c3 charitable organization.
They ride motorcycles as a part of events promoting protection and support for abused children. Steve rides
a Harley Street Bob and Sarah rides and Indian Scout 60.
They are eager to get to know more members of the church when we can spend more time together in
person.
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It was decided by the Oregon-Idaho United
Methodist Women leadership team to hold Mission U
virtually this year. The dates will be July 9 and 10 and
July 30 and 31. Two studies will be presented; but
each participant will only take one. If you want to
take both studies, you have that opportunity by
attending twice.
The studies are: Pushout: The Criminalization of
Black Girls in Schools and Bearing Witness in the Kindom; and LIving into the Church’s Moral Witness
Through Radical Discipleship. Both studies are highly relevant at this time. This will be a good opportunity
to attend a Mission U from the comfort of your own home. Registration information will be sent out when
available. Mission U is open for all to attend.

Whitney UMC Income versus Expenses Year-to-Date 2021
Month

Income

January
February
March

$11,508.59
$20,717.88
$22,163.67

Base line monthly
expenses (salaries,
benefits,
apportionment
etc.)
$11,294.54
$11,294.54
$11,294.54

Other
monthly
expenses

Budgeted
Bottom Line
Individual
Monthly Total

Year-to Date
Running
Total

$13,229.71
$10,024.01
$8,160.34

$13,015.66
$600.67
$2,708.79

$13,015.66
$13,616.33
$10,907.54

THE WHITNEY VISION STATEMENT:
To be a School Of Love where we learn to Love God,
One Another, Ourselves, and Creation as Jesus Teaches.
We believe that Love is the living, breathing essence of God expressed as patience and kindness, that bears
all things, rejoices in truth, and endures forever. God’s love is radically inclusive and indiscriminate. When we
sing the prayer “Be Thou My Vision,” we know that learning to love is learning to see with God’s eyes. This
love is the basis of church: a community from which no one and no thing in creation is excluded. To be a
School Of Love is to learn and grow together in love, sharing and encouraging each other in love, through
love; it is learning to love God, one another, ourselves, and creation. Recognizing that we all fall short
(Romans 3:23), we want to be an example of love, continually practicing godlike love amongst ourselves and
among those we meet.
We invite you to join us in this practice.
For more information check our website: whitneyumc.org
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A familiar passage, viewed through the
School Of Love

Prayers &
Concerns

1 Corinthians 13 — The Gift of Love
(This passage is usually thought of as illustrating the love
between two people, and as such is often read at
weddings. But what if we were to expand that circle a
bit? What if it were speaking of self-love? What if we
were speaking about the love we should show to our
neighbors; and indeed, to all humanity, even our
enemies? What if we were speaking about our love for
God, and better yet, God’s love for us? Try reading this
passage while holding these questions in mind and see if
they speak to you differently.)
13 If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but
do not have love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging
cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have
all faith, so as to remove mountains, but do not have
love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all my possessions,
and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,[a] but do
not have love, I gain nothing.
4

Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or
boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its
own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not
rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.
8

Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come
to an end; as for tongues, they will cease; as for
knowledge, it will come to an end. 9 For we know only in
part, and we prophesy only in part; 10 but when the
complete comes, the partial will come to an
end. 11 When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an
adult, I put an end to childish ways. 12 For now we see in
a mirror, dimly,[b] but then we will see face to face. Now I
know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known. 13 And now faith, hope, and love
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.
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Rev. Christina & her family; Ellen Herzinger;
David, Bonnie & Valerie Hawk;
Dale & Evelyn Thompson; Sharon Miller;
Whitney UMC Staff Parish Relations Committee;
Carla Biersdorff; Barbara Allen;
Rev. Karen Hernandez (Sage Dist. Superintendent);
Those hospitalized and/or recovering from surgeries,
rehab. And other medical issues;
All Members of our Whitney Family;
Those affected by COVID & those distributing vaccine;
People & leaders of Myanmar;
Families of lost sailors from sunken ship;
Our Country.
INCESSANT PRAYERS
Cheri Carter; Keith Gillespie;
Ruthie Carter; and
Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter.
MILITARY PRAYERS
Adam Whistler, David L. Hawk, Laura Irish,
and Mark Jerome.
STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS
OF HIGHER LEARNING
Austin Furutani, Braeden Dunten, Christopher Kazama,
Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Jordyn Walhof,
Justine Niyogushimwa, Marissa Jerome, Jarissa Neser,
Masson Furutani, Nick Neser, & Nicole Jerome.
Reminder: You may submit Prayer List additions to the
church office for the next Chronicle.
Deadline is the 25th.
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Some Words of Encouragement
from the SPRC

Celebrations!

Spring is in the air. More and more people completed receiving their
Covid vaccination. Some of the numbers of cases of the virus are
declining. Many hopeful signs that we may be able to step out of the
dark shadow of the pandemic.

May Birthdays
1
2
3

One of the more hopeful signs is that we should receive updated
directions from the Bishop’s office in the next 10 days on revised
strategies for cautiously operating during this extended time of
Covid-19. Much has been learned about the virus during the past 14
months and which precautions are needed and which ones can be
safely relaxed. I understand that when we are able to move to Phase
3 of the Reimagining Plan, more decisions will be transferred to the
local church and be based on local numbers.

5
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Please understand, I’m NOT saying we are going to be back in the
building worshipping in the next two weeks. I am hopeful we will be
able to start planning some services – even if they are outdoors, or
with limited participants. This will be extremely difficult to plan
without a pastor leading us. But, with your help and understanding,
we may able to start planning and working toward gathering
together safely to worship and be in fellowship.

19
21
24

25

God has blessed us in so many ways. We need to stop and take
inventory of our blessings. We need to rejoice in God’s love for us
and begin planning for new ways to share God’s love with others.
Let’s not just “tread water” until our new pastor arrives. Let’s take an
active part in being the body of Christ at Whitney UMC!
Please continue in prayer for our Whitney UMC congregation, for
Rev. Christina
Spring clean-up and special projects!
and her family,
and for our newly
The church has two college-age students who
appointed pastor
have agreed to take care of our church and
— Pastor Daryl
parsonage lawns this year! Lorrie Baer continues
Blanksma who
caring for the flowers around the church grounds.
will begin his
But, we still have a number of “need to be done”
appointment
and “nice if they were done” projects inside the
here on July 1.
buildings and outside on the grounds. There are
Blessings,
projects both large and small. The larger projects
Rich Keefe
each need a “Lead” person to promote,
Chairperson,
organize and help supervise. If you are interested
Whitney UMC
in helping out, please contact
SPRC
Johnna in the church office.
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26
27
30
31

Linda Slupe
Tom Old
Sue Higgins
Carl Harden
Shelley Cooper
Becky Daniel
Lori Davis
Henry Gris
Julie Whistler
Cathie Slocum
Quincy Falconer
Blanche Kadel
Phyllis Ross
Malcom Dunten
Robert Gardner
Richard Shelby
Kaden Falconer
DeDe Matthews
Brandon O’Meara
Arny Skov
Mikki Carr
Clint Wachi
Maran O’Meara

May Anniversaries
2
16
20
26

Tom & Kathy Old
Mike & Shelley Cooper
Jeff & Peggy Jackson
Arny & Kathy Skov

Did we miss your birthday or
anniversary? If so, please report it
to the church office.
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WHITNEY CHURCH COUNCIL
The Whitney Church Council met for their quarterly meeting on April 11, 2021. Observing all Covid protocol,
we met in the church sanctuary. The purpose of this meeting is for the Council to make an honest evaluation
of our previous year in ministry. Stewart Gardner led us in a Bible Study based on Romans12. This led to a
good discussion on how this passage fits into our School of Love vision.
A review of data of the past year showed that financially we are on track. Our worship attendance based on
YouTube data showed numbers very similar to in person attendance in 2019. Reports were given on how
well we were meeting our goals set the past year which are:
 Support teachers/staff at Whitney School and teachers at
Whitney Church.
 Lory Neser reported that teachers/staff have been given gifts
and recognition 8 times during the year.
 Build volunteer base for Family Life and food/clothing
ministry. Kimberly Gardner reported that there is a good
base of volunteers and all ministries are functioning well at
Kimberly Gardner,
Family Life Director
this time.
Glenda
Berto
 School of Love vision - Stewart Gardner reported that the
Johnna Dunten
logo had been selected, information is on the web page.
Stewart Gardner
 Connecting with members and new people - Gina Waller
Rich Keefe
Brad Minasian
reported that the Reader Board will be installed in about 8
Lory Neser
weeks. Trustees decided on the design and location. Stewart
Dianna Shea
reported on the improvements/additions to the web page and
Gena Waller
the work of Becky Platt and Coral Swofford to make that
happen.

Whitney UMC
Church Council
Members for 2021

Rich Keefe, SPRC Chair, led us in a discussion of the
interim management and ministry of the church. The
Church Council format that we are using at Whitney calls
for the management of the ministries to be led by the
Pastor. Until we do have our new pastor, it was decided
that management questions and concerns would be
coordinated through Lory Neser. If you have a concern or
question and wondering where to direct it, contact her
and she will give you the information you need.
Lory’s contact information: 808-286-4829;
lneser@aol.com
There are open positions on the Church Council. If you are
being led to serve God through participation in Church
Council, please contact Lory Neser to make your interest
known.
Our next Church Council meeting will be on July 25.
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Our Vision
Whitney UMC is a School of
Love where we learn to love
God, one another, ourselves
and creation
as Jesus teaches.

Our Mission Focus
Discipling, Serving, and
Providing Resources to Children
and Families.
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Just for Fun

Ongoing Study Groups
Practical Scripture — Sundays at 8:30 a.m. via Zoom
Intentional Discipleship — Sunday Evenings, On Hiatus
Tuesday Study Group — On Hiatus
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