
 

 
 
 

Second Sunday After Epiphany 
Hearing the Voice of God in Community 

 

WHITNEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
January 17, 2021           10:00 a.m. 

Rev. Christina Thompson 
 

WELCOME 
 

Welcome to worship today.  I am Rev. Christina Thompson, and I am 
pastor here at Whitney UMC.  We are beginning our worship series 
‘Listening to the Voice of God’.  Today we explore the story of 
Samuel who heard the voice of God through the power of 
community. May we hear as a community of believers the voice of 
God today.  
 

LIGHTING CANDLE 
 

As we worship today, I invite you to light your candle as a reminder 
that Christ is the light of the world and that light is with us always.  
 
 
 



 

CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

The one who calls us together this day  
yearns for each of us and for all people to hear   
and be blessed. 

Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.   
 

Blessed is the One who comes bringing trustworthy words  
for the healing of the world.  

Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.  
  

OPENING PRAYER   
 

You invite us, O God, to listen to your voice and to live in your ways.   
You give us to each other to know and to love   
as we journey in this life.   
Show us your will for all creation.   
Help us to listen to your urgings with prayerful hearts   
so that we may honor what you have made,   
in the name of the holy Trinity, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
 

OPENING SONG            Andy & Svetlana Maddox 
 

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing #400 
 

CCLI Song # 108389   John Wyeth | Robert Robinson       © Words: Public Domain    Music: Public Domain     For use 
solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  
CCLI License # 3183399  | Streaming License # 20112113  
  

Verse 1  
Come Thou fount of every blessing  
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace  
Streams of mercy never ceasing  
Call for songs of loudest praise  
Teach me some melodious sonnet  
Sung by flaming tongues above  
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it  
Mount of Thy redeeming love  
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Verse 2  
Here I raise mine Ebenezer  
Hither by Thy help I'm come  
And I hope by Thy good pleasure  
Safely to arrive at home  
Jesus sought me when a stranger  
Wandering from the fold of God  
He to rescue me from danger  
Interposed His precious blood  
  

Verse 3  
O to grace how great a debtor  
Daily I'm constrained to be  
Let Thy goodness like a fetter  
Bind my wandering heart to Thee  
Prone to wander Lord I feel it  
Prone to leave the God I love  
Here's my heart Lord take and seal it  
Seal it for Thy courts above  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER   
 

Let us pray for all the earth, the church, 
and all those in need, saying,   

God of grace,  hear our prayer.  
 

Let us pray for the world:  for leaders of nations,   
that wisdom and integrity will prevail for the good of all people,   
especially people of color, the poor and those who are oppressed.  
for regions torn by conflict, that peace may reign and that we all will 
work to become an enterprise of construction rather than 
destruction;  

God of grace,  hear our prayer.  
 

Let us pray for all people of faith: for the unity of the body of 
Christ, and for the community of faith to wrestle with who is the 
Jesus we follow. 

God of grace,  hear our prayer.  
 



 

Let us pray for our own nation which right now has been ripped 
apart. We pray this week for the transition of power from President 
Trump and Vice President Pence to President Biden and Vice 
President Harris. We pray for healing our nation that God will help us 
know how to be part of that healing. 
 

We pray for all members of Congress, the Supreme Court 
and all judges, for state governments, city councils, school boards 
that divisions might not turn people away from the church;   
and all who have power to make policy, that all consideration be 
given to what is most healthy for people and creatures; 
God of grace,  hear our prayer.  

 

Let us pray for those in need:   
for all who are hungry in our nation and world,   
for those who have no home and no employment,   
for those who are either unjustly or justly imprisoned,   
for parents and children who live in fear for any reason,   
and for all who are in mourning;   
God of grace,      hear our prayer.  

 

For all other concerns of this assembly now 
spoken only in the quiet of our hearts, . . .  
           [A time of silence is kept.]   
God of grace,      hear our prayer.  

 

With thanksgiving, we remember all those who have  
shaped us in your ways, O God.  We thank you for the community as 
a school of love that helps us all learn to love you, one another, 
ourselves and creation as Jesus teaches. Receive our prayers and 
grant whatever you see that your people need; through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen.  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER           Rev Dewey Knowles 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
 
 
 



 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  
By your Holy Spirit, O God, open our ears, our eyes,   
our hearts, and our minds to the Holy Word   
so that it comes to rule within us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.   

 

    This is the word of God for the People of God. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 

SCRIPTURE              1 Samuel 3:1-10  
 

SERMON              Rev Christina 
 

How to Hear the Voice of God? Through community 
 

SONG          Six Ways to Sunday (Band) 
 

Open our Eyes Lord TFWS #2086 
CCLI Song # 1572   Bob Cull    © 1976 CCCM Music (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.) Universal 
Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music Publishing, Inc.)  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com    CCLI License 
# 3183399  |  Streaming License # 20112113  
  

Verse 1  
Open our eyes Lord 
We want to see Jesus  
To reach out and touch Him 
To say that we love Him  
Open our ears Lord 
And help us to listen  
Open our eyes Lord  
We want to see Jesus  
  

Verse 2  
Soften my heart, 
Lord melt me and mold me  
make me a vessel 
to pour out your spirit  
to bring joy and gladness 
to those who have sorrow  
Open my eyes, Lord I want to see Jesus.  
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OFFERING INVITATION  
 

The wondrous works of God are more than we can 
number.  God has blessed us far beyond our ability to name the 
gifts.  God has called us to live life in community.  May our 
offerings reach out to strengthen our local community and 
community around the world.   

The ways to give are listed there on your screen. You can mail in a 
check to the church or give electronically through our 
website.     

LET US PRAY OVER THE GIFTS THAT WILL BE COLLECTED.   
Bless and multiply the gifts that we bring.  We thank you for the 

gift of community and the gifts that you freely give to us.  May 
we through these offerings, share in your wondrous deeds and 
announce to the world your love and mercy. Amen.  

  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION  
 

Bless in every way, O Lord, the gifts of the people here given.  
Enrich the ministries of your people  
and make us grateful to be able to let go of the things  
we do not, finally, own. Amen.  

 

DOXOLOGY           Andy & Svetlana Maddox 
 

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow  #94 
 

CCLI Song # 5100718   Gilbert H. Vieira | Jeff Lowery | Thomas Ken    • © Words: 1989 The United Methodist 
Publishing House    (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)   • Music: 2007 Lowery, Jeff    For use solely with the SongSelect® 
Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  
CCLI License # 3183399  |  Streaming License # 20112113  
 
 

Chorus  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow  
Praise God all creatures here below  
Alleluia, alleluia  
Praise God the source of all our gifts  
Praise Christ whose power uplifts  
Praise the Spirit Holy Spirit  
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia  
 

 



 

ABOUT OUR CLOSING SONG 
 

The words of our closing song, Say here “I” am Lord.  We tend to sing 
this song, as a personal commitment to following God.  As we sing 
this song today may we sing it with a sense of I being part of the 
We.  May we be reminded that God is calling us together to bear 
light to all who dwell in dark and sin. May we indeed all hold God’s 
people in our hearts.      
 

CLOSING SONG          Andy & Svetlana Maddox 
 

Here I am Lord UMH #593 vss. 1,2 
CCLI Song # 7161376     Anna Laura Page | Daniel Schutte    © Jubilate Music (Admin. by Jubilate Music Group, 
LLC)    For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com  
 CCLI License # 3183399  |  Streaming License # 20112113  
  

Verse 1  
I the Lord of sea and sky 
I have heard my people cry  
All who dwell in dark and sin 
My hand will save  
I who made the stars of night 
I will make their darkness bright  
Who will bear My light to them 
Whom shall I send  
 

Chorus  
Here I am Lord, Is it I Lord  
I have heard You Calling in the night  
I will go Lord If You lead me  
I will hold Your people in my heart  
  

Verse 2  
I the Lord of snow and rain 
I have borne My people's pain  
I have wept for love of them they turn away  
I will break their hearts of stone 
Give them hearts for love alone  
I will speak My word to them 
Whom shall I send.  
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Chorus  
 

SENDING FORTH   
Listen to the word of the Lord as you move through your days.  
And Trust that the Holy Spirit will guide us as we learn to love 

together  
   

PASSING THE PEACE     
  

May the Peace of Christ be with you   
And also with you   
  

INVITATION TO NEXT WEEK   
  

I invite you to join us next week as we look at Jesus calling his 
disciples and their willingness to follow.    
 

After worship, you are invited to join us for fellowship time 
on Zoom. The link to join us is in the email you received with the 
links to this service.  There are also instructions on this screen.  We 
will gather about 10:45. 
 

You are also invited to join us on our Facebook Group Whitney 
United Methodist church group to chat about the service.  You can 
join the conversation anytime.   
 

Our radio program Reach Out and Trust broadcasts on KBXL 94.1 FM 
on Sunday morning at 7:30 am and 11:30 am.      

   

MAY GOD BE WITH US UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN.   
   
All liturgy, except for the Offertory is from Feasting on the Word   
Reprinted by Permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship Companion Year 
B. Copyright 2014   
 Offering prayers are reprinted with permission, from Fresh Winds of the Spirit, Book 2 by Lavon Bayler.  Copyright 
1992 by The Pilgrim Press.  
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