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Grieving Our Losses, Grasping Our 

Opportunities 

Various church members wrote reflections for our Advent 

Devotion booklet.  Svetlana Maddox wrote about her 

favorite Christmas traditions coming from the Choir 

Christmas party and the music they sang together.  She 

emailed me her reflection and then she sent me this email 

titled  “How Sad. =( .”   

I share this email with her permission: 

“It is very sad that Chancel Choir is not going to rehearse 

our favorite Christmas songs this year, and that we are not 

going to have our traditional pre-Christmas party.    It is 

even more sad that we are not going to have our favorite 

candle-light Christmas Eve service at Whitney. Thank you 

very much for doing everything possible for us to feel 

connected week by week.  I am looking forward to reading 

the Devotional Christmas Stories from our church 

members.  This Christmas will be very special.  New 

traditions are being formed and we will learn to connect in 

different ways.” 

Svetlana’s email expresses so well what many of us are 

feeling.  This Advent and Christmas will not contain many 

of the traditions we normally celebrate.  No Christmas 

parties, no large gatherings, no Christmas Eve service in the 

building.  And even the ability to gather for Christmas with 

our families and loved ones will not happen in the way we 

usually do it.  

It is important for us to recognize and grieve what we are 
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Continued on page 3 

Prayer for COVID  

Rabbi Dan Fink received an email from Chris Roth, the CEO of the St. Luke’s health system. His request: Can 

faith leaders around the state organize to use our powers of example and moral persuasion to encourage 

more people to act in ways that will help us get a handle on this pandemic?   

Rabbi Fink sent this email to a group of us clergy and lay folks. Part of his email reads, “In my Jewish tradition, 

the obligation of pikuach nefesh—saving lives—is of utmost importance. I know that your diverse faith 

communities share that commitment. To love God (or whatever Higher Power we serve) is to love all of God’s 

children.  

So, in that spirit, I humbly pass my friend’s question along to all of you—to all of us: What can we do to help 

avert the disaster that looms ahead if we don’t change our behavior?”  

As a group we are still praying and pondering how we can respond. One thing that I felt called to do was to 

pray and I offered to write a prayer for this pandemic.   

I am sharing this prayer, asking that together we pray for this pandemic and how we can help.   

Blessings Rev. Christina 

Pandemic Prayer 

Holy One, you created the world and all of us and are continually calling us to care for each other. Yet in this 

pandemic, we are not always making decisions based on the good of others. Forgive us for our selfishness. 

As the number of people who have COVID continue to rise and as we are close to overwhelming our health 

care system, we come before you to pray for the healing of the world.  

Grant wisdom, discernment, and courage to our local, state and national leaders as they make tough 

decisions to slow the spread of this virus. Help them to realize that these decisions are not political decisions 

but moral and ethical decisions to be made for the care of us all.  

Give strength and perseverance to all the workers on the front lines who are so weary and overwhelmed. 

May they know that they are not alone. 

Offer flexibility and patience to teachers, staff, administrators, students, and parents as difficult decisions are 

made around educating our children, youth, and college students. May they find creativity to teach and learn 

in different ways. 

Protect those who are most vulnerable to this virus, including those with pre-existing conditions, those with 

barriers to health care, and people of color. Help us all to realize that the actions we take affect other people.   

Heal those who are currently fighting COVID and those who are still experiencing the long-haul symptoms of 

this disease. May they know your healing presence. 

Provide hope to those who have lost jobs or are close to losing their jobs due to the economic downturn of 

this pandemic. May they not despair and may they find new possibilities.  

Open the ears that are closed to the pleas of health care workers and scientists. Help us all to see that each 

one of us has a part to play in slowing down this virus and protecting each other.  
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Grieving Our Losses ...   
continued from page 1 
losing in this time of pandemic.  All of the 

traditions and gatherings with people are such a 

part of how we celebrate Advent and Christmas, 

and it is okay to grieve and be sad for what we 

will not have.  Know that God is with us in this 

grieving. 

But the pandemic is teaching us the art of 

flexibility and doing things differently.  There is 

the blessing of rethinking what is most important 

to us in this holy season.  

So, as you look at the calendar without all of its 

normal traditions, ask and pray:  

“God, what is the opportunity I have in this 

season? 

God help me to see who you are and what you 

are doing in my life. 

God help me to hear the Good News of Advent 

and Christmas. 

What might I do to make this season 

meaningful?” 

As you are doing this, I will be grieving and asking 

myself these same questions. Know that I am 

holding us all in prayer that this Advent and 

Christmas will indeed be very special and will be 

one we talk about for years to come.   

God Almighty we are waiting for a savior to 

appear.  Meet us in our desert journey; give a 

sign that you are 

near... As we look for 

signs and wonders, 

help us see you in a 

child. (From the hymn 

“God Almighty, We are 

Waiting,” by Ann Bell 

Worley, Worship and 

Song #3047) 

Blessings on this season 

of Advent and 

Christmas. 

Rev. Christina 

Whitney Elementary Connection 

Whitney Elementary teachers and the teachers who 

are a part of our congregation received a “Happy 

Thanksgiving” gift from the church.  They were given 

special “teacher” face masks along with our thanks for 

all that they are doing.  

Pandemic Prayer   
continued from page 2 

Soften hardened hearts of those who are sure this 

virus is a hoax and who are not willing to change their 

behavior for the good of others.  

Keep us all from becoming weary of wearing masks, 

social distancing, being isolated from family, friends, 

and church family. Remind us that through your love 

and spirit we are still connected even as we are 

physically apart.  

O God, thank you for your presence through all these 

long months of this pandemic and for the blessings 

you have brought even in these hard times. Remind us 

again, that you have not abandoned us, but are still 

walking with us. May we trust that you are bringing 

about healing, wholeness and transformation and 

guide us to know how we can be part of that 

transformation.  

Amen.   

Pandemic Prayer was written by Rev. Christina 

Thompson, Whitney United Methodist Church 
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Family Life Ministries — Updates and Coming Events 
 By Kimberly Gardner 

We held our pumpkin decorating contest live over Zoom and, thanks to all 

our kids, youth, and adults who participated, we had a lot of fun! We saw 

pumpkins turned into hedgehogs and scarecrows; pumpkins wearing Covid 

masks, some with scary faces, some with goofy faces, and another painted 

as a beautiful color pallet of blues.  

Our winners were: Clint Wachi for Spookiest, Gena Waller for Cutest, Anna 

Larracoechea for Ugliest – this was the cutest “ugliest” pumpkin I’ve ever 

seen – Zena Larracoechea for Silliest, Ruth Gardner for Most Creative, and 

Keith Gillespie for his kindness pumpkin.   

The pumpkin decorating contest 

marked the end of Fall and now … ’tis 

the Advent season! During this 

Advent, our families with youth and 

children will be worshipping with 

Illustrated Ministry’s devotional 

booklet on Light, which also happens 

to be the theme of worship this 

Advent. We focus on how the play 

between light and dark can help us better understand our relationship 

to God and to each other.  Also included in our Advent worship kits are 

wooden blocks and stickers of the nativity. Special thanks to Stewart 

Gardner and Kevin Daniel who provided the wooden blocks we needed 

for these. Families are encouraged to use these blocks to create their 

own unique Nativity scenes – and to let the kids play with them as 

much as they want!  

We also invite all of you to check out, When God Made Light, a children’s book by Matthew Paul Turner, for a 

fun and deeply affirming story that invites children (and all of us!) to revel in God’s creation. It serves as a 

reminder to meditate on God-given light. 

As the days become shorter and 

darkness stretches into more of our time, 

we celebrate that God ignited the 

universe and our world.  

And with that same light, God ignited 

each of us, including you.  

When God made you, God made light!  

Happy Advent!   

The Family Life Ministry Team 
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02 Jim Kerns 

04 Tony Ernest 

09 Jenneth McNees 

10 Barbara Nickelsen 

December Anniversaries  
02 Jim & Lorrie Bear 

14 Kevin & Becky Daniel 

18 Bill & Linda Slupe 

26 Neil & Beverly Buttram 

10 Kathy Old 

16 Grace Fridel 

19 Helen Shelby 

 

December Birthdays 

Stewardship 

You should have received a packet in the mail a few weeks ago, with a letter about our current financial 

status and needs. Included with this letter, was a prayer for you to use, a pledge card and a VANCO electronic 

giving form. (We use VANCO services to process online and direct electronic contributions.) 

The finance and stewardship team need you to turn in your pledge form by December 14. You can mail it to 

the church in the envelope that was provided. If you need another pledge form, there is a copy of it available 

on the WhitneyUMC.org website. If you would like to have your giving automatically taken out of your bank 

account, you can fill out the VANCO form and return it to the office. If you are changing your pledge amount 

and currently use automatic deposit, we need you to fill out a new form with that change as well.  

Thank you all for your continued financial support of this church and God’s ministry. We are grateful.  

Stewardship Prayer 

Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift, teach us to render to you all that we have and all that we 

are. May we praise you, not with our lips only, but with our whole lives, turning the duties, the sorrows, and 

the joys of all our days into a living commitment to you. So, in gratitude for all your gifts, we offer to you 

ourselves and our financial offerings that they will be used to further 

the work of your church. Help us to give out of a bountiful spirit so we 

might experience your blessing in Abundance. Thank you, O God for 

granting us the opportunity to share abundantly in every good work. 

Through Christ our Lord.  Amen 

(Modified and 

printed with 

permission 

from The 

United 

Methodist Book 

of Worship, 

Copyright 1992 

The United 

Methodist 

Publishing 
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Coronavirus sufferers; The family of Dortha Bixler;  

The family of Iva Fingerson; Don Halsey; Carl Harden; 

David & Bonnie Hawk;  

Our Country, Especially in the aftermath of this Election;  

All Front-Line workers who are exhausted; and The 

Families of All Those Who Have Died this Year.  

INCESSANT PRAYERS 

Cheri Carter; Keith Gillespie; 

 Micky Vail; Ruthie Carter; and 

Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter. 
 

MILITARY PRAYERS 

Adam Whistler, David L. Hawk, Laura Irish, 

 and Mark Jerome. 
    

STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS 

OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Austin Furutani, Braeden Dunten, Christopher Kazama, 

Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Jordyn Walhof, 

 Justine Niyogushimwa, Marissa Jerome, Marissa Neser, 

Masson Furutani, Nick Neser, and Nicole Jerome.  

Reminder: You may submit Prayer List additions to the 

church office for the next Chronicle.  

Deadline is the 25th. 

Whitney UMC 

3315 Overland Rd 

Boise ID 83705 

CONTACT US:  

phone 208-343-2892  

3315whitneychurch@gmail.com  

www.whitneyumc.org 

Outreach Opportunity 

Every year St. Vincent’s Food Pantry provides 

hundreds of diapers for families in our community.  

Whitney UMC has an opportunity to work with 

other churches on the Bench to help provide those 

diapers.  The Pantry partners with the Idaho 

Diaper Bank and part of their responsibility is to 

raise $1200 each year.  Five churches on the Bench 

provide community dinners and so if each church 

donates $240, the Pantry will be able to continue 

the supply of diapers to our families.  If you would 

like to donate for this cause, send the check to the 

church and memo to:  Diaper Bank Contract.  We 

will be sure that St. Vincent’s Food Pantry receives 

a check from Whitney for $240 to purchase 

diapers.  Thank you for your support. 

Communion 

Following worship on 

December 6, you are invited  

to join us for Communion on 

ZOOM. Bring your own  

bread/crackers and grape 

juice/wine and we will celebrate 

communion together online! 

The link to join us is in the 

email you received with the 

links to the worship service. 

The ZOOM meeting ID is: 

 970 5655 1736.  

We will gather about 10:45 am 
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We are grateful to Yuni Rueda for giving the message 

about her faith on United Methodist Women’s 

Sunday.  We also appreciate the beautiful music and 

accompanying images from Six Ways to Sunday 

Praise Band, Andy and Svetlana Maddox and Rich 

Keefe.  We honored Phyllis Ross with a Special 

Mission Recognition pin to thank her for the many 

years of serving Whitney UMC through her work as 

administrative assistant and her gift of music.  A gift 

to mission has been made in her honor.  

Every year our unit sponsors a Christmas donation of boots and shoes to Whitney Elementary School.  We 

will do the same this year, even though we will not have our usual Christmas luncheon gathering.  Boots and 

shoes can be brought to the church office between now and Jan. 14, 2021. You can drop them off between 9 

am and 1 pm on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Wednesday drop off time would be between 9 am 

and 3 pm.  No one is in the office on Thursdays. We 

have extended the date because Whitney 

Elementary will be in virtual session until then.  

We wish all of you in the Whitney Family a blessed 

Christmas and prayers of joy and hope for the 

coming year.  

    — Lory Neser 

To: Whitney United Methodist Women,  

Lory Neser, President 

Ladies: 

I feel very honored to receive the Special Recognition 

pin from your group.  It is, indeed, appreciated and I will 

wear it with pride.  Actually, my contributions were not 

much more than many of you generously offer every 

day without public notice; but it is rewarding to be 

recognized. 

Thank you very much. 

Phyllis Ross 
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Whitney Member Spotlight:  

JACK  

I was born in Florida and lived there until I was 14 years old.  

One summer on my way to Hawaii for High School, I worked on 

a cattle ranch in Oregon.  After high school, I returned to 

Florida to help my Mom.  I went into the Army and served with 

the 101st Airborne in Viet Nam from 1968-1969.  After leaving 

the Army, I went straight to college in Ashland, Oregon.  I 

graduated in 1972 with a B.S. in Law Enforcement. Following 

graduation, I hitch-hiked from Oregon to Florida (I don’t 

recommend it in today’s world) with 7 dollars in my pocket 

and arrived 6 days later with 57 cents left.  That summer, after 

working as a bartender (I saved some money), I hitch-hiked up 

to Tennessee to see my brother.  Two weeks later I was broke; 

so I had to get a job. I got a job as a police officer and made the 

rank of Captain in two years.  During that time, I met Bobbie 

(spouse).  Two years later we got married in Gulf Shores, Alabama.   

        We then moved to California and got involved in the printing business.  We began a family. We have four 

children:  Joshua, Jacob, Josiah and Jesse (daughter…yes, it is spelled that way!).   When Joshua was 8 and 

Jesse was 3 ½, we decided to move. We didn’t know where, as long as it was out of California.  Neither of us 

had ever been to Idaho, so we came up for a few days and looked around and we liked what we saw.   We 

went back to California, sold everything and moved up here.  We stayed in the Residence Inn for 30 days 

while we looked all over for a place to buy.  Finally found a place just outside of Eagle.  That was 33 years 

ago.  We looked for a church and began attending Eagle UMC.  We got more involved in the church and 

activities; then the pastor asked me to be Lay Leader.  I began doing visitations, etc.  and before I knew it, I 

was asked to preach a sermon.  All this time I was a Real Estate agent in Boise.   

          I woke up one morning and asked Bobbie, “Would you still love me if I didn’t make much money?”  She 

laughed and said, “If you remember right, you didn’t make much money when I met you!”  We packed up 

and moved to Ohio for Seminary.  We spent 4 years there and returned to Idaho for my first appointment in 

Jerome!  My last appointment was in New Meadows.  AMEN. 

 BOBBIE 

  I was born in Massachusetts and a year later my family moved to Florida and later to New Jersey. My Dad 

was an Electrical Engineer and moved from company to company.   Finally, we moved to California where I 

finished High School.   I worked in a Print shop after high 

school and then went to Tennessee to help my sister 

drive back from college. That was when I met Jack.  After 

getting married, I got a college degree in Early Childhood 

Education and began working for Head Start.  Every time 

Jack was appointed to a new Charge, I was able to work 

for the Head Start program in that city.  I am still 

working for Head Start.  I like baking and knitting.  We 

have three grandchildren, one girl and twin boys! 

 

Jack and Bobbie Bynum 
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Advent Giving 
Every year, it is a tradition at Whitney UMC to gather an additional offering each week in Advent to be given 

to various ministries in the church, the community, and around the world. This year, we will still do our 

Advent giving, but instead of doing a specific offering each week, we will gather our additional offering the 

whole month of December and then divide it equally among these four ministries: Interfaith Sanctuary, 

Whitney’s Good Sam Fund, United Methodist Committee on Relief, and Whitney Elementary.   

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is a ministry of The United Methodist Church 

dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the globe. UMCOR’s work reaches people in more than 80 

countries, including the United States. They provide humanitarian relief when war, conflict, or natural 

disaster disrupt life to such an extent that communities are unable to recover on their own. UMCOR provides 

survivors of these disasters not only temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support. UMCOR 

spends 100 percent of designated donations on the projects their donors specify. This offering will be given 

to UMCOR to help support their overhead, so that the donations sent in the rest of the year, can be given 

directly to disaster relief. When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and supplies, they join UMCOR as the 

hands and feet of Christ. 

Whitney UMC’s Good Samaritan Fund. This fund allows Rev. Christina to help those who come to the church 

with various needs. Because of your generosity last year, we were able to help many families put gas in their 

car so that they could look for work. We helped a couple of homeless families with a hotel room for a night. 

We were able to provide hope and God’s grace through this fund. Often the things that people need are not 

things that they can find at other agencies. 

Interfaith Sanctuary Shelter is a local ministry providing an emergency shelter program and practical 

supportive services to help transition people out of homelessness. Interfaith Sanctuary serves people of all 

genders, races, religions, and sexual orientation, as well as families with children. The shelter also provides 

light dinners in partnership with Life’s Kitchen and the Idaho Foodbank. Single men and women have 

separate sleeping facilities. Families are housed in another section of the shelter. Their core values include 

respect, compassion, diversity, and collaboration. 

Whitney Elementary is the school right across the street from our church. They are a Community School 

which connects students and families with community partners to provide them what they need to succeed 

in school. We are one of those community partners. Donations to Whitney Elementary help provide the 

resources to help these families. 

You can contribute at any time, just mark your offering “Advent giving”. You can give electronically on our 

website—whitneyumc.org, just use the Additional Principal line.  
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Advent and Christmas Devotional Booklet 
As we did last year, we have put together an Advent and Christmas Devotional Booklet.  

This Advent 2020 Scripture and Reflection Booklet is for your use during the Advent and Christmas Season, 

November 29, 2020 to January 6, 2021. It is designed to help us prepare our hearts as we wait for our Savior 

to appear and then as we celebrate the arrival of Christ.  

Each day has a scripture for you to read.  Then each day has a reflection on the scripture, or a favorite 

Christmas tradition, or a favorite Advent/Christmas Carol. 

There is also an Advent/Christmas calendar of things to do during this season.  We invite you to find a jar, 

vase or something clear and something to put in it like coins, beads, buttons, or even beans.  When you count 

the things the calendar asks you to count, put one of those objects in your clear vessel.  Then at the end of 

the season, count all of the objects in your jar and ponder giving a monetary donation to our Advent giving 

options.  

You can get the digital copy of the Devotion Booklet on our Website https://whitneyumc.org/wp-content/

uploads/2020/11/Advent-Devotion-booklet-2020-color.pdf  If you would like a printed copy of the devotion 

booklet, just email or call the church office and we would be happy to give you one.  

(3315whitneychurch@gmail.com or 208-343-2892) 

If you normally receive the newsletter and worship information by mail, know you will receive a printed copy 

of the devotion booklet as well.   

May this Advent and Christmas Devotional help us all experience a bit deeper the Light of the World! 

Thank you to all the church folk who shared reflections, Christmas traditions and reflections on favorite 

carols. They are all well done. Another thank you goes to Joyce Obland and Johnna Dunten for proofreading. 

https://whitneyumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Devotion-booklet-2020-color.pdf
https://whitneyumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Advent-Devotion-booklet-2020-color.pdf
mailto:3315whitneychurch@gmail.com
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Worship Themes for December 

Light of the World 

December 6, 2020 — 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Light of the World: Peace    

   Image—Flashlight 

Scriptures – Luke 1:57-66  Birth of John the Baptist 

and Luke 1:67-79 Zechariah’s Song  

Communion 

Following worship on December 6, you are invited 

to join us for Communion on ZOOM. Bring your 

own bread/crackers and grape juice/wine and we 

will celebrate communion together online! The link 

to join us is in the email you received with the links 

to the worship service. The ZOOM meeting ID is 

970 5655 1736. We will gather about 10:45 am 

December 13 — 3rd Sunday of Advent 

Light of the World: Joy     

  Image—Spotlight  

Scriptures – Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 I will rejoice in the 

Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God, and 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 John the Baptist as the one who 

testifies to the light. 

December 20 — 4th Sunday of Advent 

Light of the World: Love 

  Image —Candle 

Scriptures – Luke 1:47-55 Mary’s Song 

and Luke 1:26-38 Angel tells Mary you 

will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son and you will name him Jesus.  

December 24 — Christmas Eve 

Light of The World, you stepped down 

into darkness   Image—Bright light of the 

heavenly host 

Scriptures – Isaiah 9:2-7 The people who 

sat in darkness have seen a great light 

and Luke 2:1-20 Birth of Jesus and the 

Angels announcing Christ birth to the 

shepherds. 

December 27 — First Sunday after Christmas  

Light of the world: Guide  

  Image—Sunrise and Sunset 

Scripture --- Luke 2:22-40 Jesus presented to the 

temple and meets Simeon and Anna 

Christmas Eve 

We will have a special Christmas Eve—recorded 

service that can be watched any time on Christmas 

Eve or Christmas Day.  Watch for the email with the 

instructions on how to access the worship service.  

New Year’s Eve Bon Fire 

This feels like the year when we need to say good-

bye to 2020 in a big way.  But how to do that when 

we are still isolating?  By having a virtual bon fire of 

course!  The bon fire itself will be in Rev. Christina’s 

fire pit in her backyard.  How you will see the 

bonfire is still being figured out! 

However, we do want you to participate.  So, write 

on a piece of paper (or on something else that will 

burn like cardboard), the things you are glad to be 

rid from 2020.  You can write as many as you like 

and on as many papers as you want.  You can email 

them to the church 

3315whitneychurch@gmail.com, mail them to the 

church 3315 Overland Rd.  Boise, ID 83705, or just 

drop them off at the church office.   

mailto:3315whitneychurch@gmail.com
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Our Vision 
Whitney UMC is a School of Love 

where we learn to love God, one 

another, ourselves and creation  

as Jesus teaches. 

Our Mission Focus 
Discipling, Serving, and Providing 

Resources to Children  

and Families. 

Whitney UMC  

Church Council Members 

for 2021 

Rev. Christina Thompson, Pastor 
Kimberly Gardner, Family Life Director 
Glenda Berto 
Johnna Dunten 
Stewart Gardner 
Rich Keefe 
Joe Maillard 
Melinda Maillard 
Brad Minasian 
Lory Neser 
Brandon O’Meara 
Dianna Shea 
Gena Waller 

Reimagining Church Together – December update 

With every state in the country with the exception of Hawaii being in the “red” danger zone for the spread of 

the coronavirus, we are still months away from being able to have in-person worship in our building. As of 

November 25th, Idaho is ranked #9 in states with the highest rates of spread. 

Although we cannot worship together in our building, we continue to actively participate in being the hands 

and feet of Jesus and sharing God’s love. We are experiencing Advent with our online worship services. We 

look forward to a very special Christmas Eve service that you can watch with your family. We experience 

fellowship together weekly with Zoom Coffee Time, online classes, and online meetings. 

We continue to help community members with needs in our ministries that continue to serve in person with 

safety protocols in place. Community Dinner, Saturday Lunch, and Joseph’s Closet are all continuing in 

modified ways to meet the real needs of our neighbors. 

We continue to call each other and reach out to help one another while observing the necessary physical 

distancing rules for safety. We plan to continue special deliveries to church members to remind you we are 

still together in God’s love and presence.  

There are days when I am just tired of all this separation. I am tired of safety protocols. I am tired of not 

being able to go anywhere! I get frustrated and discouraged. I become impatient. I just want to go to a 

potluck and spend the entire evening sharing food and fellowship with the church family I love. But then I 

stop. I wait. I sigh. I breathe. I pray. I remind myself why we are taking these precautions and care. We love 

one another. We want everyone to be there when we can get together again. God’s Spirit is among us and 

within us. We are not alone. We can do this. May God continue to be with us and in us in this extended time 

of physical distancing.  

   —Rich Keefe 
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Book Study: So You Want to Talk About Race by Ijeoma Oluo.  

This is a 5-week book study of the New York Times Bestseller, So You Want to Talk About 

Race.  The author offers a hard-hitting but user-friendly examination of race in America. 

Widespread reporting on aspects of white supremacy — from police brutality to the 

mass incarceration of Black Americans — has put a media spotlight on racism in our 

society. Still, it is a difficult subject to talk about. How do you tell your roommate her 

jokes are racist? Why did your sister-in-law take umbrage when you asked to touch her 

hair — and how do you make it right? How do you explain white privilege to your white, 

privileged friend?  

In So You Want to Talk About Race, Ijeoma Oluo guides readers of all races through subjects ranging from 

intersectionality and affirmative action to “model minorities” in an attempt to make the seemingly impossible 

possible: honest conversations about race and racism, and how they infect almost every aspect of American 

life.  

“Oluo gives us — both white people and people of color — that language to engage in clear, constructive, 

and confident dialogue with each other about how to deal with racial prejudices and biases.” — National 

Book Review 

“Generous and empathetic, yet usefully blunt . . . it’s for anyone who wants to be smarter and more 

empathetic about matters of race and engage in more productive anti-racist action.” — Salon (Required 

Reading). Except from Seal Press 

Bishop Elaine JW Stanovsky extended a challenge to all of us to join her: “In faithfulness to Jesus’ model of 

inclusive love and justice, as bishop of the Greater Northwest Area of the United Methodist Church, I am 

committed to leading United Methodists in the Alaska Conference, Oregon-Idaho Conference and Pacific 

Northwest Conference to make dismantling systemic racism within the church and throughout society a long-

term missionary priority.” Reading this book and participating in meaningful discussion about racism is one of 

the ways we can take action on our bishop’s challenge. 

Start Date: Tuesday, December 15, 
2020 thru January 12, 
2021 

Time:  Zoom class will be 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

Available: Amazon for about $11. 

To register:  Call the church office 

208-343-2892 to have 

your name added to 

the ZOOM invitation 

email that you will 

receive the week 

before December 15. 
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Worship Discussion 

Sunday School Class 

with Rev. Christina 

Following our Zoom 

fellowship time, I am hosting 

a Sunday school class to 

discuss the scripture and 

theme of the worship for 

that day.  It is open to all. 

Zoom Meeting # 970 5655 1736 or dial 1-253-215-8782 

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP 

Fall Class —  

Jesus, the Forgiving Victim  

PLEASE NOTE: This class is on hiatus until 

January 17th 2021. Anyone who is interested 

in attending is welcome to join at that time. 

For those who may be new to this class, 

please contact Stewart (info below) to get 

access to the prior videos. 

While Jesus doesn’t change, our situations 

and our understanding of God and Jesus 

often change a great deal. The Discipleship 

Team invites you to join in a series taking a 

unique look at who Jesus is. The study of 

Jesus, the Forgiving Victim, is a video series 

hosted by 

priest and 

author 

James 

Alison.  

We gather 

via Zoom on 

Sunday evenings. The sessions are designed 

to be a time of fellowship and conversation. 

We gather at 5:00 p.m., bringing our meal 

and sharing a time of conversation. Next, we 

watch a video from James Alison, followed 

by breaking into groups for discussion about 

the video. Finally, we rejoin together for 

closing thoughts. 

Please feel free to join us at any time, 

everyone is welcome and appreciated. Prior 

attendance is not a requirement for the 

class. For more information, contact Stewart 

Gardner 208-860-7398 or email 

stewart_gardner@msn.com. Stewart will 

need your email address to send you a Zoom 

invitation. 

 

Practical Scripture class resumes 

Fall classes via Zoom 

Practical Scripture is a Bible study class which meets 

before worship on Sundays.  It is based on not only what 

God expects us to do, but also on what we can count on 

God to do for us.  Doing exhaustive surveys of a certain 

topic in the Bible, we determine what the Bible as a 

whole says about it.  Previous studies have included 

love, healing, fear, faith, and Paul’s thorn in the 

flesh.  Then we look for methods and attitudes we can 

put into effect as we 

live our lives.  

The class meets 

Sunday mornings via 

Zoom at 8:30 am. 

The Zoom meeting 

ID is 912 4558 2270 

Ongoing Study Groups 

mailto:stewart_gardner@msn.com
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 JOSEPH’S CLOSET 

We are grateful for the many donations which have been made both from our church community and the 

greater community. Scentsy Inc. did a drive with their employees and brought us 70 coats and many 

accessories. We have received quilts, coats, scarves, hats and gloves from several wards of the Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. As the weather gets colder, we have had more and more of our 

community come to the Closet. We are glad that we can be open every Saturday as there is a real need for 

the cold weather clothing we provide.   

In order to provide a safe shopping experience, we need to have at least 4 volunteers to take the 

customers through. If you would like to volunteer, please let Lory Neser know (808-286-4829). It is very 

safe and an experience that is very gratifying.  

          — Lory Neser 

WHITNEY’S ALL Women’s ZOOM Christmas Brunch 

Let us get together on ZOOM for the 2020 Women’s Brunch. We are collecting warm socks, warm shoes and/

or warm boots for children in need at Whitney Elementary School. Bring your donations to the church on 

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Fridays between 9:00 a.m. and 1:00 pm 

Some ladies have found great looking shoes at thrift stores. That allows others 

to provide warm socks, shoes and/or boots rather than purchasing an 

expensive pair of shoes/boots. 

Your gifts will warm the hearts, souls and bodies of the children in need at 

Whitney Elementary School.   

Of course, this brunch will be “BYOB” at your own home on ZOOM. We will be 

able to eat together and chat. Since we cannot get together physically, this is 

the next best alternative for our annual event. 

STEP 1: Make sure you set aside December 5th at 11:00 a.m. on your calendar 

STEP 2: Make sure you have the ZOOM app on your computer, notebook, or smart 

phone. If you do not have the ZOOM app already, contact the church office for 

assistance.   

STEP 3: Pray, Ponder and Purchase your unwrapped gift(s). 

STEP 4: Decide what you plan to prepare for ‘BYOB’ — Bring Your Own Brunch for yourself.    
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Just for Fun 


