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This Advent 2020 Scripture and Reflection Booklet is for your use during the Advent and
Christmas Season, November 29, 2020 to January 6, 2021. They are designed to help us prepare
our hearts as we wait for our Savior to appear and then as we celebrate the arrival of Christ.
Advent is the season of the four Sundays before Christmas that help prepare our hearts for
Christmas. Advent is the beginning of the church year. The beginning of the church new year
does not start on January 1, like our regular calendars. The beginning of the church year, starts
the first Sunday of Advent.
This is good news especially in a year that we would love to be over. 2020 has been a crazy year
and we are all waiting for Jan 1, 2021 to say to good-bye, good riddance. But we don’t have to
wait until the New Year. We can start over now, in this season of Advent.
The Advent theme, Light of the World is based on the hymn “Here I am to Worship.” Its first
line says, “Light of the World, you stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see.”
This year has felt like we have walked through a lot of darkness. May during this holy season,
we see the light of Christ guiding us in the dark spots of our lives.
Each day has a scripture reading for you to read. As you read it, let the scripture speak to you.
What is God saying to you in that scripture? In the Advent carol, “God Almighty, We are
Waiting” it says “search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild.” That
is my prayer for us in this season of Advent and Christmas. May God will make our hearts ready
for the coming of Christ and speak to us in whatever language we need.
Then each day has a reflection on the scripture, or a favorite Christmas tradition, or a favorite
Advent/Christmas Carol. As you read these writings, ask how God is speaking to you in these
words?
There is also an Advent/Christmas calendar of things to do during this season. We invite you to
find a jar, vase or something clear and either coins, beads, buttons, or even beans. When you
count the things it asks you to count, put one of those objects in your clear vessel. Then at the
end of the season, count all of the objects in your jar and ponder giving a monetary donation to
our Advent giving options.
I pray that God’s spirit meets us in this Advent journey and that God searches our hearts and
makes us ready to receive God like a child.
Blessings,
Rev. Christina
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These prayers can be prayed every morning and evening of Advent.
Household Prayer for the First week of Advent

November 29 -December 5

Morning: Thank you, God, for the gift of life today. I give thanks that your face shines upon me
for you are my salvation. Lead me like a shepherd through this day. Strengthen me for whatever
lies ahead. Grant me the spiritual gifts of peace, patience, kindness, and gentleness for I want to
show your love, in word and deed, to others. In Christ’s name. Amen.
Evening: Though you have told us to keep awake, O God, you have also blessed us with rest and
sleep. Grant me such rest in the hours ahead that I awaken with eager longing for a new
day, ready for you to be revealed in mundane moments and ordinary encounters. By your grace
prepare me, whether awake or asleep, to greet you: in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn. All times are in your hands, and I, too, am in your hands, faithful God. In
Jesus’ name I rest and pray. Amen.
Household Prayer for the Second week of Advent

December 6-12

Morning: Lord, how I love this season of new beginnings, the opportunity to turn toward you
and start again. Empower me to be a messenger of good news, and a leveling influence along the
way, as I seek to be one with you in smoothing out the rough places I encounter. Amen.
Evening: Lord, you have comforted me throughout this day and rescued me from my
exile. Where I have flourished, I give you thanks; where I have erred, I ask your
forgiveness. Protect me through the night that I may rest in your realm of peace where
righteousness makes a home. Amen.
Household Prayer for the Third week of Advent

December 13-19

Morning: Light of the world, you greet me this morning with new possibilities. Shine brightly, I
pray, until I see into the dark places of this world, and into the dark places of my own life. I
want to follow you in paths of justice, speak up with you for liberty, and bend with you toward
the brokenhearted, even the broken places within myself. I trade in my faint spirit for your
mantle of praise and with my whole being I will rejoice in you. Amen.
Evening: Restore me, O God, from the rush of the day. Let me dream this night of all the great
things you have done. As the darkness comes and these little lights in my house glow, I give
thanks for the greater Light no darkness can overcome. To anyone who mourns or sits in
prison or fears danger this night, bring the peace that only you can give. You are faithful, and I
know you will do this. In Christ. Amen.
Household Prayer for the Fourth Week of Advent

December 20-24

Morning: Expectant God, Mary sings because she has new life in her, the promise of your
salvation. Fill me with hope this day as I lift my life to you and seek to do your will. Look with
favor on our world and all who are in need, that your love may be magnified as I follow humbly
in your way. Amen.
Evening: Lord, as I come to you seeking rest this night, I pray that all may find a home in
you, be disturbed by no one, and be free of the afflictions of the evil one, for you, O God, are
mighty to save. Amen.
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Page | 3

December 2020

.First

November 29 – December 5, 2020

Week of Advent

Light of the World: Hope
Lighting of the First Advent Candle

Light the first candle

Read Isaiah 60:1-3

We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Hope. May the light sent from God shine in the
darkness to show us the way of salvation. O Come, O Come Emmanuel
.

Reflection for Sunday, November 29

Read Mark 13:24-37

As we begin the season of Advent, it may seem an odd choice to begin it with an apocalypticlike text such as this one from Mark. Then again, considering everything that has happened in
2020 and challenges we can anticipate in the year ahead, this might be an all too appropriate
scripture. From a personal perspective and putting 2020 fatigue completely aside I appreciate
looking at a scripture like this because it is decidedly not an “Advent scripture”; at least at
surface level. Here, by “Advent scripture” I simply mean it’s not the traditional “Christmas
Story” scriptures - Mary, Joseph, baby, manger…
If I’m being honest, I don’t immediately look forward to Advent. At least my first reaction is not
one of joy and/or excitement. No, If I am being brutally honest my first reaction is something
along the lines of - Here we go again. 4 weeks of the same Christmas Songs, same scriptures,
same worship themes. Put it on auto pilot until mid-January. Now you can absolutely call me a
scrooge. I also mean no disrespect to anyone who does look forward to Advent. I only mean to
confess a sort of stumbling block in my faith walk. Also, to be clear, this isn't my only reaction I do get over it.
I will also take a moment to say I genuinely think Rev. Christina does a good job of leading us
each Advent season, too. Even when doing a more “traditional” Advent series, to reexamine the
Christmas story in a meaningful way. I also know being a part of the worship team and Christina
being my sister-in-law, she knows my hang-up with Advent. I suspect that is why she asked me
to do a devotional on this scripture - Maybe with a bit of satisfaction and a bit of Pastoral /
Sister-al Comeuppance. Alright smarty, McScrooge pants you want something different, here you
go. Probably not true but fully justified if it were.
In part, because I will admit I struggled for a moment in wrestling with this scripture and what’s
the message we the church body and me the individual are to take from this scripture in the
season of Advent. Thankfully, that’s why we have Google - Thank you online commentaries!
Back to my previous statement at this passage from Mark being decidedly not an Advent
Scripture. That is decidedly not true. This most certainly is an Advent scripture. To heavily
quote one of these commentaries: “Herein lies the connection of the coming Messiah born in
Bethlehem and the outpouring of the Son of Man life in Jesus’ death and resurrection. The
events of Jesus’ birth and death are inseparable; we cannot have one without the other. This is
the story of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ. This is the Advent message amidst the clutter of our
time.” (Paul s. Berge; workingpreacher.org)
Yes, indeed Jesus’ birth, death, resurrection and coming again are inextricably linked.
A common theme running across multiple commentaries examining this scripture’s meaning in
relation to Advent is this: - KEEP AWAKE - in Advent and in life we cannot grow complacent.
Advent Reflections 2020
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To quote another commentary:
” We need to live as though the end time is at hand and we need to dig in for the long
haul…timetable is known only to God…” (Mark Allan Powell; working preacher.org). To then
further paraphrase Powell, this passage is balancing chronological uncertainty with the assurance
of an end that will come, in glory, for Christ’s followers to anticipate. Advent invites us to wait
for the consummation of hope.
Hope is an excellent thing for us all to keep this Advent. A hope that is bigger than all of 2020,
of viruses, or elections won or lost. I pray that in this season of Advent we can find Hope in a
Child Born in a manager, Hope in an empty grave, Hope in a Savior’s return, Hope in each
moment, in the days to come, in ALL our days to come, Hope in each other, in everyone. May
we seek to find the light of Advent, the light of Christ in all. May we seek to be that light and to
find that light in others. Let us neither lose site of the Hope in the moment nor the hope ahead in
days unknown.
Kevin Daniel
Reflection for Monday, November 30

Read Psalm 119:129-135
Image of the Night Light

Nightlights are helpful things. They allow you to see where you are going in
the dark, without waking you up too much. But they certainly do not light
up the whole room, just a little bit of it. As we begin this journey of Advent,
seeking the light of the world, we start with just a little bit of light showing
us the way. The passage from Mark 13:23-27 says that “in those days” the
Son of Man will come in clouds. But it is not clear when those days will be.
But clearly they are coming. So we have to wait and be content with this
little bit of light showing us the way.
This week, every time you see a nightlight, give God thanks for the light of
Jesus.

Reflection for Tuesday, December 1

Read John 1:1-5

This scripture really sums up the season of Advent. We read that in the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. It foretells the coming of the light which
was Jesus and that even the darkness he experienced did not overcome him. What words of
reassurance these are for us today. For most of us, 2020 has become a world of darkness. We
have experienced so much during this time – a pandemic, political unrest, racial divisions, fires,
hurricanes, violent storms. Many of us have lost friends and family to this disease. And
yet…we are promised that “the light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome
it.” We need to look for the rays of light. This morning I saw the light in the newly fallen snow.
I’ve heard it in the laughter of children, seen it in the smiles of the eyes, and rejoiced in it in the
words of a beautiful song. God’s promise – light over darkness. I challenge you this day to look
for the light!
Lory Neser
Reflection for Wednesday, December 2

Read: Genesis 1:1-5

I have read the first chapter of Genesis so many times I almost have the beginning memorized.
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was a formless void and the
wind swept over the waters. Then God said, let there be light and there was light.” Or
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something close to that. But this time when I read it again, I noticed the presence of the
darkness. We tend to assume darkness is bad and certainly there are references in scripture to
back that up.
But in this creation story, God separates the light from the dark and then names them both. God
does not throw darkness out, banishing it to the outer limits. God names it, like he names light,
sky, earth, etc. And without the darkness, God would have no place to put the stars and moon.
Today, notice the light and thank God for it. Then as the sun sets and the stars and moon come
out with the darkness, thank God for the darkness too.
Rev. Christina Thompson
Reflection for Thursday, December 3
Advent/Christmas tradition

Read Matthew 5:15-16
Light of the World - Family Tradition

My great-grandmother passed a tradition down through our family that now includes my children
and grandchildren. The legend started with the first pilgrims who would make their own candles
out of bayberry, which wasn't all that abundant. This made it extra special with more meaning
than an ordinary candle. Even now a true bayberry candle, not just one scented, is harder to find.
On the morning of Christmas Eve, we light a small bayberry candle. This is God's light. By
burning it completely, you are inviting Christ into your home for the year. Christ will bring good
fortune to you not in riches of gold, but health and prosperity. Keep his light burning in us and
he will guide and direct through all situations. God Bless Us Everyone.
Joyce Obland
Reflection for Friday, December 4

Read Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Read this scripture three times. The first time notice which words jump out at you. The second
time, what puzzles you? The third time what message(s) do you hear from God in these words?
Reflection for Saturday, December 5

Read Genesis 1:1-5

In the “Dark”
So many words in our language have two or more sides. In this season of Advent, we are
considering the light in the dark, or the light that comes from the dark. And “light” and “dark”
are both words that have two sides. For example, “light” can refer to visibility, meaning bright,
sunny, easy to see, or it can refer to weight or tone, the opposite of “heavy”. “Dark” has even
more contrast: it can be something we perceive as ‘bad’, something to be feared; or it can be
something full of promise, and even ‘light’. Consider the following. What would you add?
Its “dark”, the scary version:
Cold
bleak
silent
eerie
scary
black
shadowy
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Many years ago, when my faith was just beginning to grow, I spent a summer working in
the Grand Canyon. It was hard work, KP mostly, and I lived in a rickety old dormitory.
But every day, the views were spectacular, even the hot days had crisp cool nights. There
was a ministry program serving the park, and many other parks, and I had one of its
members as a roommate; we remain friends to this day. And I saw faith in action, most
days, for the first time. I saw how people of faith stuck together, reaching out to others,
but being there for each other.
I recall a really dark, the real dark, need a flashlight sort of dark night walking home from a
movie. Walking along a road with tall trees on either side and looking up and seeing an
incredible swath of stars, more that I could possibly count, making almost a film across the sky.
I was seeing the Milky Way for the first time ever. Nope, it wasn’t a falling down, blessing God,
sort of event, but it was a critical event in my faith journey, seeing all that light, from somewhere
far beyond anything I could touch or imagine. And it is an image of light in the dark, God’s
light, in whatever ‘dark’ there might be, that will stick with me forever.
Do you have similar images from your life? A time of real or figurative darkness, that suddenly
turned to light? That brought you closer to your God?
Becky Platt

Second Week of Advent

December 6-12, 2020

Light of The World: Peace
Lighting of the Second Advent Candle

Read Isaiah 9:6-7

Light the first two candles
We light this candle as a symbol of peace. May the visitation of your Holy Spirit, O God, make
us ready for the coming of Jesus, our hope. O Come, O Come Emmanuel
Reflection for Sunday, December 6

Read Luke 1:5-25

It is interesting to compare chapter 1 of the gospels of Mark, Luke and John. Mark and John
report on the ministry of John the Baptist. The Gospel of Luke reports on the parents of Jesus
and John and the birth of John. Because of his uncertainty, the priest Zachariah, father of John
the Baptist, is deprived of speech for the nine months of his wife Elisabeth's pregnancy. The
women, Mary and Elizabeth, and Joseph, did not seem to need this kind of persuasion. But nine
months of silence seems to have revealed to Zachariah how John would fulfill the prophecy of
the Old Testament. He reports it at the time of his son's circumcision. Zachariah repeated the
prophecy of the coming of Christ and described the work of John the Baptist: preparing the Jews
for the coming of Christ. He stated that the name should be John when others thought the baby
should be named for his father.
Although Zachariah was skeptical, the angel Gabriel used a unique and effective kind of
approach to be sure Zachariah would perform the task assigned to him so that John the Baptist
would be prepared for his important prophecy.
It causes me to wonder whether I would understand and behave as well if I am given a specific
assignment by God. Will I recognize it and carry it out? When I have questions, will I turn to
God in prayer for guidance and reassurance? Our assignments today are not likely to be as
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significant as that of John the Baptist, but I believe that God gives each of us opportunities to
serve Him in various ways. I hope we do as well as Zachariah and John the Baptist.
We cannot know all the details from 2000 years ago, but we know that the writer of the Gospel
of Luke found these two men essential and successful in carrying out the plan of God and
preparing for the appearance on earth of His Son.
Ramona Walhof
Reflection for Monday, December 7

Read John 12:44-47
Image of a Flashlight
Flashlights are useful to be able to see in the dark.
They shine a path of light ahead of you, so you can
see where you are going in the dark.
John the Baptist was born so that he could go before
the Lord to prepare his way. John the Baptist was in
a sense the flashlight to light the way of Christ.
When you see or use a flashlight this week, may you
give God thanks for the light of John the Baptist who
pointed the way.

Reflection for Tuesday, December 8
“The Birth of John the Baptist”

Read Luke 1:57-66

Imagine this: You are old, your spouse is old; you have longed for children in your life and
they’ve never come. There are no grandchildren, or great grandchildren to light up your elder
years. It is “dark”. What can the future hold? Who will care for you as you age? Why was this
sadness and disappointment given to you? And now imagine, after you have given up all hope,
that a child comes to you and yours. You’ve prayed for this for so many years, why now?
Would not that child bring a special and extraordinary light into your life? (OK, so a lot of work
and a lot of new fears, but still!)
In the story of the birth of John the Baptist, we have Zechariah and Elizabeth as our elderly,
barren couple, suddenly blessed with a child. And that alone would offer light in what must
otherwise be dark lives.
But this child is special. Zechariah had been made deaf and mute for not believing when an
angel told him that he and Elizabeth, in their old age, would have a child, and a special one, a
future prophet, at that. At the child’s circumcision, both Elizabeth and Zechariah, in their
separate ways, named this child “John”, which roughly means “God is gracious”, rather than the
expected “Zechariah”. And lastly, and just as suddenly as it had originally been removed,
Zechariah’s power of speech and hearing were restored. Can you just imagine the joy? The
celebrations? There were so many points of light: a new baby foretold to be a prophet, a special
name, restored hearing and speech.
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So many people, in our time, are in a place of barrenness, whether it be from a lack of children,
or estrangement from children, or a spiritual barrenness, a distance from God, that leaves them
alone and in the dark. Like Elizabeth and Zechariah, we need to look for points of light in the
dark, points that remind us that God is close, even when we don’t see and even when we don’t
always believe.
What are some of the points of light in your life? Are there points of barrenness that can be
given new light, or perhaps a new direction that heads toward the light?
Becky Platt
Reflection for Wednesday, December 9

Read Luke 1:67-80

“Zechariah’s Song”, a musical reflection
Zechariah’s Song, also known as the Benedictus” or “Hymn of Praise,” is a reflection on the joy
and thanksgiving that Zechariah and Elizabeth must have had, both at this late life child and at
the knowledge that he, the child, was destined to show the way to the coming Savior. It is one of
four songs or canticles found in Luke’s Gospel, the others being Mary’s song or the
“Magnificat”, the angel’s song or the “Gloria in excelsis Deo” and Simeon’s song (Nunc
dimittis). These four together make up the music of a traditional Christmas mass or Eucharist,
and are frequently used at Advent and Christmas, outside the context of “mass”.
Pause for a moment and reflect on that coming as you enjoy these renditions of Zechariah’s
Song:
Contemporary setting, James Beauregard, from the album “Fill the Night: Songs for Christmas”:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kwavglPhNGA
Canticle setting: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptF0aybnoUc
Ralph Vaughan Williams “Benedictus”, traditional choral setting performed by the Choir of St
Michael at the North Gate, Oxford City Church:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feBexmmxpjo
Becky Platt
Reflection for Thursday, December 10

Read Luke 2:13-20

Advent/Christmas tradition
Our tradition started on the first Christmas after we were married over 52 years ago. We were out
buying our first decorations when we found this angel. Dale said that his family always put up an
angel. So when we did our tree that year, the angel was the first thing we did. Dale always puts it
up first followed by lights, garlands and ornaments. We have special ornaments that go up every
year, some of them are over 52 years old. When the girls were younger we would put on
Christmas music and I think made popcorn. They would finish helping me put on the ornaments.
It was a fun time for our family. It’s a tradition we still do today even though the girls are now
grown and have their own traditions with their families.
Evelyn Thompson
Reflection for Friday, December 11

Read Psalm 85:1-2, 8:13

Read this scripture three times. The first time notice which words jump out at you. The second
time, what puzzles you? The third time what message(s) do you hear from God in these words?
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Reflection for Saturday, December 12

Read Exodus 3:1-15

Favorite Advent Carol
I have always loved the carols for Advent even before I became clergy. There is just something
about singing “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, or “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” as we
wait for the coming of Christ that helps ground me in the purpose of Advent—to wait. In recent
years, my favorite Advent carol is a relatively new one, copyright in 2005, “God Almighty We
are Waiting” by Ann Bell Worley. I love this hymn so much that last year we based our whole
Advent theme on this hymn.
Each verse begins by invoking each part of the Trinity—Father (God Almighty), Son (God
incarnate) and Holy Spirit (God the Spirit). God Almighty, we are waiting for a Savior to
appear. God incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth. God the Spirit, we are
waiting for your presence here and now.
Waiting is not easy and these songs help us understand that there is a gift of waiting. The last
line sums this up, “help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child.”
The other part I love about this hymn is that it is set to a familiar tune—Hyfrydol. Hyfrydol is
actually the tune to “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus.” It is one of my favorite tunes and the
words to this new hymn match the musical cadence so well. I often sing this hymn as a prayer.
God, Almighty, I am waiting.
Rev. Christina
1. God Almighty, we are waiting for a savior to appear.
Meet us in our desert journey; give a sign that you are near:
burning bushes, parted waters, food aplenty in the wild.
As we look for signs and wonders, help us see you in a child.
2. God Incarnate, we are waiting for the feast day of your birth.
Looking back and looking forward to the Christ's return to earth.
Help us to proclaim the gospel, 'til the world is reconciled.
Let us set your holy table for each woman, man, and child.
3. God, the Spirit, we are waiting for your presence here and now.
Humbled by our sinful weakness, at your mercy we will bow.
Search our hearts and make us ready, speak in language strong and mild,
help each one of us, your people, to receive you like a child.
Words by Ann Bell Worley. Music Rowland Prichard, Tune Hyfrydol

Third Week of Advent

December, 13-19, 2020
Light of the World: Joy

Lighting of the Third Advent Candle

Read Isaiah 35:10

Light three candles including the pink one if your set has it.
We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the joyful promise of your presence, O
God, make us rejoice in our hope of Salvation. O come; O come Emmanuel.
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Reflection for Sunday, December 13

Psalm 98

Favorite Advent/Christmas Carol
My favorite Christmas song would have to be Joy to the World, as its words and melody give the
joyous message of Christ's coming to live among men.
To think of all he gave up, to come here, just for us is quite humbling, but the fact that he did
also brings joy to my heart.
Andy Maddox
Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room, And heaven and nature sing,
And heaven and nature sing, And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.
Joy to the World, the Savior reigns! Let earth receive her King;
Let fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy.
Words by Isaac Watts based on Psalm 98:4-9--1719 Music by Lowell Mason-- 1848

Reflection for Monday, December 14

Read John 1:6-18
Image of Spotlight

Spotlights shine light on one specific thing or person in order
for them to stand out more. In John 1:6-8, we see John the
Baptist play another role in ushering in the light—shining the
spot light on Jesus, so that all might believe through him. This
week, where can you be the spotlight to show someone else
the Love of God?

Reflection for Tuesday, December 15

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

Ponder over these two verses from the Isaiah 61 chapter, taken from The Message version of the
Bible. As you read them, engage this passage with your senses. What do you see? What colors
do you see? What do you smell? Hear? Taste? Image you are in this scene? What are you
wearing? What are you doing? What does God look like? What is God doing?
I will sing for joy in GOD, explode in praise from deep in my soul!
He dressed me up in a suit of salvation, he outfitted me in a robe of righteousness,
As a bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo and a bride a jeweled tiara.
For as the earth bursts with spring wildflowers, and as a garden cascades with blossoms,
So the Master, GOD, brings righteousness into full bloom and puts praise on display before the
nations Isaiah 61:10-11 The Message Translation
Rev Christina
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Reflection for Wednesday, December 16

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24

To be a Christian is to struggle with scripture. I’ve been blessed (and bruised) by scripture this
year and Whitney has given me tools to work through difficult scripture. My favorite tools have
been the Lectio Davina and the Welcoming Prayer. This passage from 1 Thessalonians presented
yet another opportunity for a struggle. I felt many things reading this passage the first time
through. Excitement at the command to test prophesy was at the top of the list. After the
excitement, I immediately felt a little twinge of insult and anger. “May your whole spirit, soul
and body be kept blameless”. That is a ridiculously high bar to maintain “for the coming of the
Lord”.
Most of us at Whitney at least know that Christ does not require a perfect spirit, soul and body
before we can receive God’s blessing. Then I read it a second and a third time and noticed the
passage is passive. It reads, “May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless”; not,
may you keep your whole soul, body and spirit blameless. The last line of this scripture tells us
that God will do this, not us. God is faithful and God will do this. As long as we continue to
reject evil, hold on to what is good, and test prophesies. This list I can do! I won’t always
recognize each possibility and opportunity, but I can live by this list and let God take care of my
soul, spirit, and body.
Kimberly Gardner
Reflection for Thursday, December 17

Read Luke 2:8-14

Favorite Christmas Tradition
My favorite Christmas tradition emerged from Chancel Choir Christmas gatherings. For a
number of years Chancel Choir members have gathered together at Barbara Nolan's home on
Wednesday night, after the last choir rehearsal before Christmas. Sitting together in a beautifully
decorated living room, sharing stories, and having a meal together made me feel connected to my
fellow Christians in a very unique way. With jokes and laughter, we shared Christmas stories
and life stories that brought us closer together in anticipation of Christmas. Then, when the
Chancel Choir sings at the church on Christmas Eve, I feel that we are like-minded, we sing like
one person, that we are connected, united in Spirit, and that we join the choir of Angels who
welcome Christ the Lord into the world.
Svetlana Maddox
Reflection for Friday, December 18

Read 1 John 1:5-9

Read this scripture three times. The first time notice which words jump out at you. The second
time, what puzzles you? The third time what message(s) do you hear from God in these words?
Reflection for Saturday, December 19

Read Isaiah 7:14-16

Favorite Tradition/Christmas Carol
The most important Christmas tradition is my reading the Night Before Christmas to my kids. If
I made a mistake or even if I changed what I was reading, the kids would say “Daddy that’s not
right” and would give me a bad time about it. Now I read the book to my grandkids.
Another memory deals with the hymn Silent Night. I remember when I was little, I thought that
“round yon virgin” meant that Mary was fat.
Dale Thompson
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright round yon Virgin, mother and child.
Holy infant, so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Words—Joseph Mohr, 1818 Music Franz Gruber, 1818
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Fourth Week of Advent

December 20-24, 2020

Light of The World: Love
Lighting of the Fourth Advent Candle

Read Isaiah 2:3,5

Light all four advent candles
Reader: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ whose way is love. May the word sent from
God through the prophets and to Mary, lead us to the way of Salvation. O come; O come
Emmanuel.
Reflection for Sunday, December 20

Read Luke 1:26-38

Becky Daniel
Reflection for Monday, December 21

Read Isaiah 9:1-2, Luke 2:9

Longest Night of the Year
In Isaiah’s prophecy in chapter 9 and the birth narrative in Luke 2, the glory of God is described
as a light shining in the darkness. On this longest night of the year, is there a deep need for God’s
light to shine with love, with hope, or with peace in your life; in the life of someone you love; or
in a troubled part of the world? What is your prayer for light in this darkness? Feasting on the
Word.

Advent Reflections 2020

Page | 13

December 2020

Reflection for Tuesday, December 22

Read: Psalm 18:27-30

Image of the Candle
Candles provide light in dark spaces especially when the
electricity has been cut off and candles are all you have.
Flashlights work in this situation too. But candles give off a
warm glow that flashlights do not. I suspect that is why we
light candles even when we do not need them for light. They
provide a warm glow that reminds us that we are not alone.
In these days before Christmas, light a candle to remind you
that Christ’s light is with us.

Reflection for Wednesday, December 23

Luke 1:46b-55

Mary’s song proclaims that God is lifting up the lowly while scattering the proud and feeding the
hungry while sending the rich away with empty hands. How does this change the way you think
about God’s coming reign of justice and favor? How does this change the way you
live? Feasting on the Word
December 24, Christmas Eve

Read John 1:1-14
Advent/Christmas Tradition

While families have Christmas traditions, so does the church. During Advent, we light our
advent wreath during worship as we wait for Christmas. For Christmas eve, we bring out the
Nativity scene that was presented to me by Joan Wolfe. It had been Beth Thompson’s (a
member of the church who died before my time at Whitney.) Joan had the nativity set and she
brought it to me one day before Christmas so we could use it in the church. We have used it
every Christmas since then. Now that Joan Wolfe has died too, I always remember her, when I
get the pieces out of their box.
We also have at least one Christmas Eve service where we each light our candles and sing Silent
Night. After worship, we have a grand fellowship time with treats that my sister Becky and I
have made as our gift to the church.
Even though this time of pandemic has changed the traditions or at least how we do them, I am
comforted by the truth that the meaning of Christmas has not changed. We are doing it
differently, but we still celebrating the gift of Jesus, given to us by a God who loves us so very
much. I invite you on this holy night, to light a candle in thanksgiving for this glorious gift of
Light given to us all.
Rev. Christina
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This, This is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Christmas Day, December 25
Luke 2:1-20
As I was reading this passage right before bed one night, I was struggling with the first seven
verses, but got excited when I started reading from verse eight on. These verses make me think
of Charlie Brown's Christmas. A wonderful light of happiness entered my heart as it always does
whenever I think of Christmas. I thought about how Linus explained the true meaning of
Christmas when Charlie Brown was depressed. Linus starts speaking by saying, “Lights, please.”
It is nice to know that the wonderful glow of Christmas lights are pleasing when it's dark. It's
nice to know that when the days are so short that there are lights and all we have to do is plug
them in. This can be a good reminder for us to ask God, "Lights, please" all year long. As
Ebenezer Scrooge says, “I will honor Christmas in my heart, and try to keep it all the year."
Brandon O’Meara
Household Prayer for Christmas
Morning: Eternal God, as I celebrate the birthday of Jesus, may I sing of your love all the days
of my life, for you have made me your child forever. In Christ I pray. Amen.
Evening: Lord, I give thanks for the blessings of this day (which I now name), and I ask your
forgiveness for the places where I have failed to reveal your love (which I now name). I give
thanks that you have become one of us, that I may become more like you. As I sleep this
night, may your goodness shape me to more lovingly reflect your light in the world. Amen.
Reflection for Saturday, December 26
Favorite Tradition/Christmas Carol
As for my favorite Christmas Carol, Silent Night came to mind immediately. The music
and lyrics create a feeling of warmth, comfort, calmness, peacefulness, and childlike dreams of
Jesus. I enjoy closing my eyes and visualizing the silence of the holy night with the calmness to
welcome a child, Lord at His birth. Silent Night takes away any stress I may be feeling, warms
my heart and gives me mental strength. These lyrics include lights, brightness, glorious stream,
radiant beams, and the dawn of redeeming grace.
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This song can also bring me to happy tears when sung in the church by watching the
brightness it brings to the everyone’s faces.
Johnna Dunten
Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
'Round yon virgin Mother and Child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight!
Glories stream from heaven afar;
Heavenly hosts sing Al-le-lu-ia!
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born!
Silent night, holy night
Son of God, oh, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord at Thy birth

First Week After Christmas
Household Prayer
Morning: In you, O God,
I will greatly rejoice: in speaking,
I will greatly rejoice: in silence,
I will greatly rejoice: in travels,
I will greatly rejoice. in resting,
I will greatly rejoice: in leisure,
I will greatly rejoice: in duties,
I will greatly rejoice: in freedom,
I will greatly rejoice.
O God, my whole being exults in you, and my life shall evermore declare your praise, my light,
my love, my joy. Amen.
Evening: Lord, let your servant sleep in peace this night and fulfill your gracious word. Reveal
to me the salvation that you have prepared for all people. With Jesus Christ, help me be a light to
the nations and a sign of your glorious promise to Israel. Amen.
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Reflection for Sunday, December 27

Luke 2:22-40

Becky Daniel
Reflection for Monday, December 28

Read Luke 2:27-32
Image of Sunrise/Sunset
This is the sunset over the Camas Prairie, taken when I
was on retreat at St. Gertrude’s monastery. Sunset’s
signal the end of a day, while a sunrise signal the
beginning of a new day. In the story of Simeon and
Anna (Luke 2:22-40), they are nearing the sunset part of
their lives. They are able to see Jesus before that time
came. Jesus is in the sunrise time of his life. As we see
the sunset and the sunrise this week, may we watch for
signs of life that is ending and new life that is beginning.
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Reflection for Tuesday, December 29

Read Isaiah 9:2-7

In so many ways, this year has felt so dark. We started the year with the killing of the Iran
commander, then COVID-19 hit and life as we knew it came to a halt. Then we had the race
riots, a divisive presidential election and still living through a pandemic. It just feels dark.
But the Prophet Isaiah offers hope to us sitting-in-darkness-people. The people who have
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who walked in darkness, on them light has
shined.
Even in the darkness of this crazy dark, yet the light of Christ has shone brightly. I have seen it
in so many ways. Christ’s light shining through people watching out for each other, in people
willing to stand up for the rights of others, and in our ability to be flexible.
Think back through this year. Where have you seen the light of Christ shining even in the
darkness?
Rev. Christina
Reflection for Wednesday, December 30
Hebrews 1:1-4
What a strange thing to say that God created the world through the Son through whom he
speaks to us and speaks us into being! We Christians hear it all the time (“In the beginning was
the Word…. All things came into being through him…” John 1:1,3), but do we have ears to
REALLY hear it?
Does it say this: God created and sustains the world through the body and words of Jesus from
Nazareth, a particular man, born of the woman Mary, at a particular moment, who lived thirtysome years and was killed on a Roman cross at a particular moment? Would this mean that in
Christ the eternal and the historical meet - the perfect human life was short in our years, but
endless, sustained by God beyond the ken of our paltry counting?
And this is THE NEW-TRUE WORLD – as opposed to the fallen world of the ‘old Adam,’ the
‘old self,’ where we were ‘minors’, not yet adopted children of God, and enslaved to worldly
things (Galatians 4: 3,5). The time of this new-true world is not ordered by the terrifying
countdown to death that rules the pseudo-world we try to make without Christ, our world of
separate nations and tribes. It is time radically open to eternity (and so, the new-true world
always was, is, and will be). And the authority of this world is also radically different. Jesus does
not dispute it when Satan claims that the authority and glory of the fallen world was given to “the
adversary” to give to whom he would (Luke 4:5-6). Doesn’t Satan rule the fallen world by the
fear of death? Worldly authority drives us into tribes and into ourselves; in that world we let the
fear of death “compel” us to kill, exile, or despise one another, in order to shore up the security
of our narrow mortal selves in our communities built on exclusion. The new-true world, opened
all the way up to us through Christ, is the Rule of Heaven, where everyone is free to recognize
every other as neighbor, and to show God’s mercy toward them, without respect to death. If we
hear like this, what then do we hear in the gorgeous words of our carols, like these: “Long lay the
world, in sin and error pining, 'Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth; A thrill of hope, the
weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks, a new and glorious morn?”
Reflection for Thursday, December 31

Read Isaiah 40:9-11

Favorite Christmas Carol
My favorite Christmas Carol is “Go Tell it on the mountain.” Go tell it on the mountain that
Jesus Christ is born. I remember as a child being in the Cherub choir and singing this song. We
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all had to yell the words because it was a good song--- and some words and phrases cannot be
sung quietly. You cannot whisper “go tell it on the mountain.” It is such good news that it needs
shouted from the top of the mountain.
Linda Slupe
“GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN, THAT JESUS CHRIST IS BORN!!!!!!
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus
Christ is born.
V. 1 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,
behold through-out the heavens there shown a holy light.
V. 2 The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! Above the earth,
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth.
V. 3 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.
Words—John W. Work Jr. 1907, Music—African American spiritual.

Reflection for New Year’s Day

January 1, 2021

Read Ecclesiastes 3:1-13

Read this scripture three times. The first time notice which words jump out at you. The second
time, what puzzles you? The third time what message(s) do you hear from God in these words?
Reflection for Saturday, January 2

Scripture Isaiah 52:7-10

Favorite Christmas Carol
I love this time of year: the magic, the gift-giving, the lights hanging on trees and houses. It's
hard for me to choose my favorite Christmas carol since I listen to Christmas music all year
round. I finally decided on O Holy Night, which says, “The stars are brightly shining.” I would
like to think the glow of the stars and moon are a good reminder that while it may be dark, there
still is light. Sometimes it's not as bright as I would like, but it's there and a good reminder that
God is still there. God is there to give us light and to guide us like the stars. While sometimes
it may not seem like it, “His power and glory evermore proclaim/ Oh, night divine."
Brandon O’Meara
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Savior’s birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, Till he appeared and the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope—the weary world rejoices, for yonder breaks a new and glorious morning!
Fall on your knees! O hear the Angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born!
O night, O holy night, O night divine!
Words—Placide Cappeau—1847
Reflection for Monday, January 3

Matthew 2:1-12

There are many journeys that take place in this Christmas story. Mary travels to see Elizabeth
(Luke 1:39-45), the shepherds go to see “this thing that the Lord has made known to us” and visit
baby Jesus. (Luke 2:15-16). Mary and Joseph take baby Jesus to be presented in the temple
(Luke 2:22-40). But maybe the most known journey is the one of the Wise Men. They have
traveled for a very long time following the star. They come to Jerusalem, seeking “the child who
has been born King of the Jews.” (Matthew 2:1-2) They understand from King Herod’s chief
priest and scribes that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.
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So, the Wisemen travel to Bethlehem where they find the Christ child. “On entering the house,
they knelt down and paid him homage. Then opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11.
But they are warned in a dream of the evil that Herod intended, so they return home by another
road.
This past year has limited the travel that we have been able to do to visit family, friends, and to
even the ability to travel to the church to worship together. How have we changed the ways we
have connected with each other? What might it mean for us in this New Year—2021 to take
“another road”. What might that road look like?
Rev. Christina
Reflection for Tuesday, January 4

John 8:12, 12:36-37
Image of the Star

Starry night skies are so beautiful. The lights that twinkle above provide a
bit of light in the dark night sky. When I see the North star, I am
reminded of the stories of Harriet Tubman who used the North star to
guide her and others to freedom. One little star to guide her way.
May in these last days of the Christmas season, we be reminded that the
light of Christ lights our way and guides us every day on our journey.

Reflection for Wednesday, January 5

Isaiah 60:1-6

Isaiah 60:1-6. This passage urges us to arise and shine because Jesus, the Light of the World, has
come upon us, and Jesus’s glory is hitting us just like the light of a sunrise (v.1). Do you feel
shiny? Believe it or not, you are shiny, and people who are used to the dim light of everyday life
notice it (v.2). People who ordinarily don’t have much to do with church, even some who have
more power than the average person, are attracted and want to come close (v.3). These people
will hold a place in your life similar to your children, if only for a short time (v.4). This coming
together, this sharing of abundance, this fullness of heart is yours because you love Jesus and
want to do what Jesus wants you to do. People outside Whitney will give us stuff to help (v.5).
We can celebrate Jesus’s light just like the Wise Men who celebrated Jesus’s birth with
expensive gifts (v.6). You don’t believe me? Is Advent a special time for you? Do you pray for
the ministries of Whitney? Do you volunteer with them? Donate money to them? Think of
Joseph’s Closet, Community Dinner, Saturday Lunch, the Craft Fair, the sidewalk Power Bar
(and shaved ice one time) handout to schoolkids, the Good Samaritan fund, the different
programs at Whitney Elementary – what am I forgetting? Aren’t these attractive to people in the
neighborhood and even to people who just hear about them? Haven’t other churches brought
stuff to add to our ministries? How about the trailer lease company that brought us a little house
to hold a free library and did a food drive to help those we serve? Isn’t it cool that we are shiny
here at Whitney? It makes Jesus happy.
Shelley Cooper
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Reflection for Thursday, January 6

Read Ephesians 3:1-12
Epiphany

I hope by now that you know a bit about me, and with reading this that you know how much I
love this time of year. It is so magical the wonder that kids and some of us adults that refuse to
grow up, and still believe. Our Epiphany Tradition is that we leave are Christmas decorations up
till the end of Epiphany sometimes it’s longer than that. I would love to keep them up all year
round, but I understand that may not let the wonder and magic be as strong. I am glad to have the
wonderful tradition and I hope to keep doing for as long as I can. Brandon O’Meara
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Advent Calendar
Below is an Advent/Christmas calendar of things to do during this season. We invite you to find
a jar, vase or something clear and either coins, beads, buttons, or even beans. When you count
the things the calendar asks you to count, put one of those objects in your clear vessel for every
item you count. Then at the end of the season, count up all of the objects in your jar and ponder
giving a monetary donation to our Advent giving options.
Advent Calendar
November 29
November 30
December 1
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 5
December 6
December 7
December 8
December 9
December 10
December 11
December 12
December 13
December 14
December 15
December 16
December 17
December 18

We will read a lot of scripture during Advent. Count how many Bibles
you own.
Count the number of nightlights in your house.
How many people do you know with December birthdays? Write a
Birthday card to each of them.
Write a list of your favorite Christmas Carols. Listen to some of them.
Write a list of all of the people you love (include family, friends, pets).
Pray for each of them.
As you put out your Christmas decorations, count how many nativity sets
you own.
Call a friend and thank them for being in your life.
This is Mitten Tree Day. Count how many mittens and gloves you own.
Consider donating a pair of gloves to Joseph’s Closet.
Count the number of flashlights you own. Make sure they all provide light
with fresh batteries.
Call someone from the church (maybe someone you might not know.)
Wish them a blessed Advent and Christmas.
Warm socks always make winter days more cozy. How many socks do
you own? Consider buying warm socks to donate to Joseph’s Closet.
How many angel ornaments do you have on your tree?
Today is the first day of Hanukkah in the Jewish tradition. Put 8 beads in
your jar (for the 8 nights of Hanukkah)
Count the number of coats in your home. Maybe you can donate a
clean/gently used coat to Joseph’s Closet.
On this national Cocoa day, make you self a cup of cocoa and count all the
mugs you have in your cupboard.
Today’s image is a spotlight. Since, I suspect most of us do not have
spotlights, count the number of light switches you have.
Make a Christmas ornament for your tree and one for someone else.
Today is National Chocolate Covered Anything day. How much chocolate
is in your house? Enjoy a piece. Share a piece with someone.
How many Christmas books do you own? Which is your favorite? Read it
to yourself or read it to someone else.
Today is National Cookie Day. Make cookies and give them to your
neighbors. Count how many cookies you made.
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December 19
December 20
December 21
December 22
December 23
December 24

December 25
December 26
December 27
December 28
December 29
December 30
December 31
January 1
January 2
January 3
January 4
January 5
January 6

How many star ornaments do you have on your Christmas tree? In your
house?
Count the number of candles you have in your house. Light one of them
as a reminder of the light of Christ coming into the darkness.
On this longest night of the year, turn on all your lights (counting them as
you do so) and give God thanks for God’s light that shines in the darkness
As we continuing waiting for Christmas, how many clocks do you have?
Are they all to the same time?
Count how many Christmas cards you have received. How many
Christmas cards did you send to others?
On this Holy night, read the Christmas story again (Luke 2:1-20.) How
many people are mentioned in this story? Imagine you are there with
them.
On this Holy day, give thanks to God for the gift of Jesus. How many
baby Jesus figurines do you have in your house?
On this Saturday and the day after Christmas, give yourself permission to
rest. Count how many pillows you have.
Today is cut out a snowflake day. Make snowflakes and hang them up.
Share a snowflake with someone.
As you prepare to put up new calendars, count the number of 2020
calendars you have. How many 2021 calendars do you have?
Make a list of those people who have left a positive/lasting impression on
you. Send them a thank you note.
What are your favorite Christmas movies? Watch one of them today.
As we end this crazy 2020, write down as many blessings from 2020 as
you can.
As we begin a new year, write down your hopes and dreams for 2021
How many people do you know with a January birthday? Send birthday
cards to them.
Today is National Fruitcake Toss Day. Count how many treats you still
have in your house.
Count all the electric plugs in your house. Give God thanks for the power
of electricity.
On this day before Epiphany, make a King Cake and share it with the
people around you. https://www.allrecipes.com/recipe/22693/king-cake/
On this day of Epiphany, count how many wise men you have in your
nativity sets.
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