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Music is a pretty amazing gift.
It allows us to sing about things that are harder to
express with just words.
The history of music is about as old as humanity
itself. There are records of primitive flutes made of
bone and ivory that date back 43,000 years. The
oldest known fragment of music notation is 4000
years old and found on a Sumerian clay tablet.
(From History.com). The oldest known Christian
hymn, known as the “Oxyrhnchus Hymn” dates to
c. 260 AD and is a hymn that praises the Lord.
(From earlychurchhistory.org)
In the sermon series Finding Peace in an Anxious
World that we are wrapping up on October 4,
music really guided our designing of the service and
my sermons. But it was not just religious music, it
was secular songs as well. As we looked at the idea
of serenity, which literally means, clear or without
clouds, I started to sing “I can see clearly now, the
rain is gone.”
Then when looking at the idea of acceptance, I
started to sing, “Let it be,” by the Beatles. There
might be another song that also expresses the
same idea, but “Let it be, let it be, speaking words
of wisdom, let it be” became my prayer that week.
Some of the songs we used in this series were quite
old (although not quite as old as 260 AD!). The
words to Give to the Winds Thy Fears was written
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by Paul Gerhardt in 1653 and translated by John
Wesley in 1730. The words to Be Thou My Vision are
based on a Middle Irish poem often attributed to the
sixth-century Irish Christian poet St. Dallán Forgaill,
although it is probably even older than that.
So these songs remind us that people have been
struggling with the idea of finding peace in an anxious
world long before we have. These songs tell us where
they have found that peace. In Give to the Winds Thy
Fears, we are reminded that we can leave to God’s
sovereign sway to choose and to command and that
we can trust in God’ strong hand to guide us. Be Thou
My Vision tells us that God’s presence is our light and
that God who is also our wisdom, is first in our heart.
But some of the songs we used are much more recent.
Whom Shall I Fear [God of Angel Armies]" by Christian
artist Chris Tomlin was released on November 9, 2012.
Whom Shall I Fear?, by the band Crowder was
released in 2014. We continue to use music to
express the fears and hope of our lives as we seek to
find peace in this crazy world we are living in.
I invite you to find a couple of your favorite songs (or
learn a new favorite) that can be your prayer as you
seek to find peace.
Leaning on the Everlasting Arms, Whom Shall I Fear,
Let It Be, Standing on the Promises, and Be Still My
Soul are all great songs to help us when we are
anxious.
They’ll Know We are Christians by Our Love, We Shall
Overcome, What does the Lord Require of You, and
You Never Let Go, are all great songs to give us
courage when we know we need the courage to
change things in this world.
And, Be Thou My Vision reminds us to keep God’s
vision and God’s wisdom in our hearts as we walk
along this journey to find peace.
What songs speak to you?
Blessings
Rev. Christina
October 2020

Crop Walk Oct. 18
Neighborhood Crop walk starts at 3:00 p.m. on
October 18th here at the church. People need to
arrive about 2:00 – 2:30 p.m. The walk is modified
due to COVID-19. It will depend on the health
requirements on the days of the walk, we may be
walking with our family or friends. We may be able
to have a “microwalk” with just members of
Whitney UMC socially distanced and wearing
masks.

Watch for further details.
Yes, the need for us to seek donations for Church
World Service (CWS) to end hunger is greater than
ever before – those living in poverty are suffering
more due to the virus. Idaho Foodbank will receive
25% of the funds collected to increase their
capacity to help those in our communities who are
food insecure.
Yes, you can register online to walk with our
Whitney UMC team today and start your
fundraising early. Can’t walk!! Please donate to our
walkers! https://www.crophungerwalk.org/boiseid/
whitneyumc. Want a paper donation envelope to
collect donations or to send a check to donate to a
specific walker or the church’s team? Contact:
Lorrie Baer 208-860-9213.
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Family Life Ministries
Updates and Coming Events
By Kimberly Gardner
Hello, Whitney family! Family life ministry is excited to announce that we have grown! The ministry now
includes a dedicated committee. Very special thanks to Gena Waller, Dianna Shae, Melinda Maillard, Lorrie
Baer and Jan Spencer for leading this. With the help of our team, we are still filming children’s moments and
putting together worship kits for our kids and youth. This past month, we put together a Serenity kit, based
on the worship series exploring the Serenity Prayer. For the October series, we will be sending out kits that
we hope will inspire our kids and youth to give of their time and talents. We will also be celebrating the
saints that have passed this past year, including family, friends, and pets.

Our birthday blessings team has helped celebrate three birthdays for this month including Zena, James, and
Brinley; we felt grateful for the opportunities this gave for us to see our kids in person. Please let the family
ministry team know if you are interested in celebrating birthdays with us in person! It is quite a gift.

SAVE THE DATE!
Harvest Parade at Whitney – an opportunity to see each other again!!!

We are going to be gathering at the Church in the parking lot with a Harvest Parade in our cars on October
24th from 2:00-3:00! Come dressed in Halloween costumes, face paint, and a car decorated in a Harvest/
Halloween theme! All of our Whitney family is encouraged to participate. We will be passing out bags of
Halloween candy and pumpkins that we will be decorating. Take the pumpkins home, decorate them, and
let’s have a friendly congregational competition!

We need volunteers for this one-time event!
to assemble Halloween candy bags
to pass out pumpkins and candy bags
Folks to decorate their cars for the parade in a Harvest/Halloween theme
Blessings to all of you,
October 2020

Family Life Ministry team
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All Saints Sunday — November 1
All Saints (November 1 or the first Sunday in November) is a day of remembrance
for the saints, with the New Testament meaning of all Christian people of every
time and place. We celebrate the communion of saints as we remember the dead,
both of the Church universal and of our local congregations. For this reason, the
names of persons in the congregation who have died
during the past year are solemnly read in this service. (The
United Methodist Book of Worship).
This year, it feels even more important to remember those
who have died this year as it has been much
harder to hold funerals and to grieve the
loss of our loved ones.
If you have had a family member who has
died since last All Saint’s Sunday (November
3, 2019), please email or call the church
office with those names and the date of
their death. Because this service will be
recorded in advance of November 1, we must
have the names by Tuesday, October 20.

“For all the saints,
who from their labors rest.”

October Birthdays
02

Kathy Hammers

21

Sarah Spencer

13

Gordy Myre

22

Sally Cupan

16

Jane Henderson

23

George Nickelsen

17

Dewey Knowles

26

Jerry Tudehope

20

Evelyn Daniel

October 2020

October Anniversaries
1

Bert Allen & Rich Keefe

8

Jeff & Sue Higgins
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Whitney moves to Phase 2 of New Beginnings
Good news! We are approved to move into Phase 2 of our New Beginnings Plan.
While we will continue with online only Worship for a good while, we are beginning to be able to do some
limited church related activities in the building again.
The main differences are that we can have up to 10 people maximum in the building for approved church
activities. People must enter through the North Door. There is a receiving station with a sign-in sheet, hand
sanitizer, disinfectant wipes, gloves, and masks (for those that don’t have their own). You need to sign in with
reason for being there and your destination (office, etc.). Everyone must wear gloves and masks. You must
“disinfect” everywhere you go and everything you touch (including door handles, light switches, equipment,
desks, tables, etc.). You must remain socially distanced from others at all times. Even when meeting together,
groups must maintain the six-feet separation rule. No food or drink is to be served or brought into the
building for consumption. Finally, you must sign out when you leave.
Bathroom use is limited too. Signs explain protocols and processes for disinfecting after every use. Anyone
entering the building must agree to adhere to the safety steps in place.
Outside groups cannot have access to the building until we are approved to move into Phase 3. When we
reach Phase 3, we may have up to 50 people in the building at one time as long as distancing rules can be
maintained.
Saturday Lunch and Community
Dinner have been approved as
Essential Community Services that
are governed by Local
Government Regulations rather
than by our Northwest Methodist
Church standards. Meals are being
prepared as “take out” only with
no access to the building by
clients.
Our church building will not be a
polling place for the November 3rd
election. The New Beginnings
Team decided that since we could
not require voters to comply with
our safety measures (masks,
gloves, etc.), we would not be able
to invite them into our building.
You may contact Rich Keefe with
any questions about our
processes. You may text/call him
at 208-830-9166; or email at
richkeefe@aol.com .
October 2020

Logo Contest!
Whitney UMC is looking to design
an updated logo for our church.
We want to incorporate a second line that reminds folks
that our goal is to be a “School of Love.”

We need your ideas and concepts!
Submit your suggestion for

Whitney United Methodist Church
School of Love
Mail entries to the church:
Whitney UMC
3315 W. Overland Road
Boise, ID 83705
or email to:
3315WhitneyChurch@gmail.com
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I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a World
Made for Whiteness
written by
Austin Channing Brown
in 2018.
Austin tells her story of
growing up in a
predominately white world.
She talks about her
childhood and church, her
family, her experiences in
college and the work world,
and throughout all of this,
embracing being Black.
An upcoming small group plans to discuss the book
together online. The discussion gatherings will begin
Tuesday, October 13 at 1:30 pm. The class will continue
weekly through November 3. The church has some
copies of this book if you would like to read it. The
books are $16.50. Contact the church if you are
interested in taking part, 208-343-2892.

Practical Scripture class resumes
Fall classes via Zoom
Practical Scripture is a Bible study class which meets
before worship on Sundays. It is based on not only what
God expects us to do, but also on what we can count on
God to do for us. Doing exhaustive surveys of a certain
topic in the Bible, we determine what the Bible as a
whole says about it. Previous studies have included
love, healing, fear, faith, and Paul’s thorn in the
flesh. Then we look for methods and attitudes we can
put into effect as we
live our lives.
The class meets
Sunday mornings via
Zoom at 8:30 am.
The Zoom meeting
ID is 912 4558 2270
October 2020

Don Halsey; David Hawk; Shelley, Faith & Zach Warner
as they move from Boise to Camas, WA; Coronavirus
sufferers; Our Country; Those fighting cancer; and
Those who have lost their jobs or been furloughed.
INCESSANT PRAYERS
Bonnie Hawk; Cheri Carter; Keith Gillespie;
Micky Vail; Ruthie Carter; and
Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter.
MILITARY PRAYERS
Adam Whistler, David L. Hawk, Laura Irish,
and Mark Jerome.
STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS
OF HIGHER LEARNING
Austin Furutani, Braeden Dunten, Christopher Kazama,
Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Jordyn Walhof,
Justine Niyogushimwa, Marissa Jerome, Marissa Neser,
Masson Furutani, Nick Neser, Nicole Jerome, and
Spencer Jordan.
Reminder: You may submit Prayer List additions to the
church office for the next Chronicle.
Deadline is the 25th.

CONTACT US:
phone 208-343-2892
3315whitneychurch@gmail.com
www.whitneyumc.org
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In September, several of our women attended via
Zoom the Sage District annual meeting. We had a
short program on maternal/child health focusing on
migrant women. Officers for the coming year were
installed. They included from Whitney, Gena Waller
as Communications Coordinator and Lory Neser on
the Nominating Committee.

We thank those of you who gave generously to help
Justine Niyogushimwa with funds she needed to register for fall semester at College of Idaho. 100% of the
needed funds were donated. A thank you from Justine is printed below.

COMING EVENTS:
Oregon-Idaho UMW annual meeting – Oct. 17, 2020 via Zoom. You will receiving a copy of the newsletter –
Our Two Cents – which will include the program and the link for registration. The theme will be “Finding
Peace in an Anxious World” and Rev. Christina will lead us in worship. This is a great opportunity to attend a
meeting that in other times would require a road trip!
Questions? Call Lory Neser at 808-286-4829.
United Methodist Women Sunday – Nov. 8, 2020. This year our featured speaker will be Yuni Rueda who
was our first scholarship recipient 5 years ago. Yuni graduated from the University of Western Oregon this
spring and is in her first semester at George Fox University working on her master’s degree in child
psychology. Yuni will share her story and the importance of her faith in her life experiences.

Phyllis Ross UMW Scholarship
Thank you to those who generously donated to the UMW scholarship fund in honor of Phyllis Ross and the
many contributions she has made to Whitney. Phyllis is the chair of the scholarship committee and is very
committed to encouraging our young people to continue their education. A total of $810 has been donated.
This money will provide scholarship help to students who have a connection to Whitney. Donations can still
be made through the church.

Thank you from Justine:

Dear UMW,
Thank you so much once more for your kind and generous generosity that your hearts and hands have
shown me. I’m truly speechless and don’t know how to thank you all. May the Almighty shower each and
every one of you with unending mercy and blessings. – Justine Niyogushimwa

October 2020
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Whitney Member Spotlight:
Shelley Cooper
Shelley Edelen Cooper was born in Oklahoma and grew
up in Texas and Arkansas. She has two sisters and many
nieces and nephews down three generations now. Her
mother was a professor at the University of Arkansas and
was her role model for professionalism. Her father was
also a teacher. When Shelley was ten, Shelley’s father
had a mental breakdown and was institutionalized for
most of the rest of his life. In college Shelley became his
guardian until he died. Wandering around her
grandparents’ farm in Arkansas that is still in the family
was a true love to her. She loved the outdoors but had
few opportunities to indulge that interest until after she
married. Mike and Shelley met when they graduated
together from Fayetteville High School in Arkansas. They
re-met as University seniors, where Mike’s parents had
also been teachers, and were wedded right after college
graduation and stayed to get Master degrees. Mike
Shelly and her husband, Mike
earned his Eagle award in scouting and thanks to him
Shelley hiked, canoed, and even did a little rock climbing. Whitewater became their favorite recreation, and
that is hy they moved to Whitewater Heaven in Idaho.

Science interested Shelley and on the very first Earth Day in 1970 she decided to become an environmental
engineer. It seemed she was the only female in the engineering class at University of Arkansas but not the
only female engineer. Many pointed out to her that “girls can’t be engineers” but her response was “watch
me.” Scholarships, grants, loans and the generosity of others helped her get through school. The first half of
her career was in water and wastewater utilities in Tennessee. Her Idaho employment was with the Bureau
of Land Management in Boise until she retired. She marveled that they paid her to go into the middle of
nowhere, her favorite place.
Shelley had a classic Southern “saved” experience at the age of nine. By high school she was an atheist,
mostly because she did not see the Bible’s promises being lived out. She did not think the promise of Heaven
was a good enough reason to live through a lot of suffering on Earth and could not bring herself to consider
suffering as desirable, which was the prevalent opinion of most of the Christians she hung out with. In college
she was drawn back to God after seeing charismatic Christians living the way she thought the Bible called for.
Shelley stayed a Methodist and still longed to experience the kind of life she read about in the Bible. She was
influenced by friends in the charismatic movement. She learned a lot about the Bible from preachers and
teachers her friends recommended. It turned out that Bible principles could be effective in her life. Sunday
School Bible study is where she found confidence to share truths she discovered. The Practical Scriptures
class looks at what the whole Bible says about a certain topic and explores ways to put that Bible teaching
into effect in their lives.
Shelley visited a few other churches in Boise after moving here. Whitney UMC drew her in because of the
Continued on page 11
October 2020
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Goals from Whitney UMC’s Church Council
on September 13, 2020
Our Vision
Being a school of love, at Whitney United Methodist
Church, we learn and practice to love God, ourselves, one
another, and creation just as Jesus taught us.

Our Mission Focus
Discipling, Serving, and providing resources to children and
families

New goals
1. Support our
teachers/staff—
Both at Whitney
Elementary and those in our congregation.
Specific Outcomes —
A) Connecting with teachers and staff once a month/
holidays, using thank you notes, holiday cards, cookies,
etc. Does not have to be big things.

October Worship Themes
October 4 — Wisdom
Proverbs 2:1-11, 9:10-12 — Finish up the
series Finding Peace in an Anxious World by
looking at wisdom.
That day we will also have Zoom communion.
Details for that are below.
Starting October 11 — New series “Forth in
Your Dear Name We Go”
In this series, we will look at what the church
is about.
October 11 — The church gives
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
October 18 — The church struggles with and
is engaged with social issues
Acts 6:1-16
October 25 — The church is compassionate
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8

B) Pray for each of the teachers and staff, both at Whitney
Elementary and Whitney UMC.

November 1 — The church serves others as
if they are serving Christ.

C) Pray around the Whitney Elementary school building.

Matthew 25:31-46

Point Person — Lory Neser

Sunday (Nov 1) is All Saints Sunday and we
will be honoring the saints of our church
who have died since last All Saints Sunday
November 3, 2019. See page 4 for details.

2. Build up the volunteer base for Family Life ministry and
food/clothing ministry.
Specific Outcome —
Ample staffing for Family Life ministry, Saturday Lunch,
Community Dinner and Joseph’s Closet.

Ways to do this —
A) Rethink the Tuesday email — to use it for ways to plead
for things. Put the needs in the top of the email. “This is
how you can be part of what is going on” — to help us get
back to the church.
B) Use of the Chronicle to share vision and mission and
ministry needs.
C) Ask people specifically to help, not just a blanket
invitation.
Continued on page 10
October 2020

— Communion Via Zoom —
October 4, 2020
Our original plan of drive-by communion in
October has been placed on hold for a time.
Instead, you are invited to bring elements
and join in via Zoom. The meeting number
and link will be in the Saturday and Sunday
email worship announcements. Reminders
will also be posted via Facebook in the
Whitney United Methodist Church Group.
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Church Council – Continued from page 9
Point Person — Kimberly
3. School of Love vision —
Finalizing the words to our vision statement and then
live out what it means for Whitney UMC to be a school
of love. It is showing and modeling loving ways to act
especially in the crises we are facing.
Specific Outcomes —
A) Tweak and finalize the wording of our vision
statement.
B) Implementing that statement into an advertising
program so that the leadership, congregation and
community know what our vision is.
C) Redo the website — make it easily usable and add
the words “School of Love.”
Point Person — Stewart Gardner, Rich Keefe
4. Continuing our connection with people and finding
ways to connect to new people — both with our church
family and children/youth in our neighborhood.
Specific Outcomes —
A) Create a new website that is user friendly, attractive,
allows us to do blogs, is intuitive, have the information
one needs.
B) Advertising campaign —
Adding the tag line “School of Love”
C) Add a new sign outside — School of Love
D) Continue to find ways to connect people through
worship both on-line and as it is feasible, in-person.
a) How can we help people who are not
comfortable with technology become connected
and how can we help those experiencing screen
fatigue?
b) Small gatherings where people can bring in
their devices to understand out how to do the
technology.
c) Speak to younger people and connect with
them.
October 2020

CONNECTING DURING PANDEMIC
HELPS EASE THE ISOLATION
Here are some ways YOU can be connected.
Your Tuesday email – gives you information on what is
happening in the church, ways you can help and a spiritual
practice to practice through the week.
Facebook – Whitney United Methodist Church Facebook
Page and Whitney United Methodist Church Facebook
Group — both of these have posts that connect you to the
theme of the Sunday’s sermons and ways to connect with
each other.
Worship – recorded and uploaded to Youtube. The link to
the weekly service can be found in your weekly Saturday
email. You can also find it by searching “whitney umc
communications”
Fellowship time – on ZOOM following worship. The ZOOM
link is also found in your Saturday email.
Communion on the first Sunday of the month – For
October, this will be on ZOOM following worship.
Phone Tree – You can receive a regular call from a church
member. To sign up to receive calls, or to be a caller,
contact the church office at 208-343-2892.

Whitney UMC
Church Council Members
The Church Council has a couple
of openings that need to be filled.
Maybe God is calling you to become more involved in
the vision and action of our part of the Body of Christ.
Please prayerfully consider this service to God. Contact
Rev. Christina for more details and to express interest.
Rev. Christina Thompson
Kimberly Gardner (Family Life Director)
Glenda Berto
Johnna Dunten
Stewart Gardner
Rich Keefe
Brad Minasian
Lory Neser
Brandon O’Meara
Phyllis Ross
Dianna Shea
Gena Waller
Page 10

JOSEPH’S CLOSET
YES! JOSEPH’S CLOSET WILL OPEN THIS FALL! It will open but there will be
some changes. The final plan is still with the District Superintendent for
approval. The Closet will NOT be in a trailer but in the church sanctuary. We
will not be able to open as often as before, probably one week-end (Friday/
Saturday) a month. Of course, all COVID precautions will be in place and only a
total of 10 persons can be in the sanctuary at a
time. We will need at least 4 volunteers each time.
If you have coats to donate, they can be brought to
the church office after the 1st of October. This year
we are focusing on coats and warm, waterproof gloves.
When our final plan is approved and dates and times are determined, everyone
will be informed.

Member Focus: Shelley Cooper
Continued from page 8

Whitney Women’s Chorale and Chancel Choir who each sang at her first service. The high school Sunday
School class gave Paul Entzminger a new Bible to replace his worn out one. Shelley knew she wouldn’t be the
only person in Whitney who was serious about the Bible.

Over the years Shelley became involved in many programs at Whitney: chaired the Building Committee
which led us to the building where we now worship; joined both adult choirs; started the Sunday School class
she still leads; created and hung banners in the sanctuary for years and still dabbles in that; coordinated
talented seamstresses in the church to costume a Last Supper musical produced for a few years; participated
in Saturday Lunches and Community suppers, joined the prayer chain; and participated in the prayer group.
Today Shelley compiles and publishes the WEPRAY prayer list for Whitney. She asked God for years what her
“burden” was, the yoke Jesus said to take upon us promising it would be easy and light. The answer came:
intercessory prayer. Shelley loves to pray for others. At various times she served on worship, finance,
stewardship and the current building committee, but stewardship is probably her favorite. Her life changed
when she realized that giving to the church is not money gone forever, but an investment guaranteed by
God. See Malachi 3 and Luke 6:38 but most of all II Corinthians 8 & 9 to see what she means.
Another gift of Shelley’s is to urge and teach other church members to make crafts for the annual Craft Fair.
She thinks her love for making things is what made engineering the perfect career for her. Thanks to her
engineering training, she helped the team demolish the old building and then arranged to erect the stone
sign at the north parking lot. Recently Shelley has applied her knowledge of public health and sanitary
engineering to the task force which produced and is improving the reopening of the church plan in this time
of Covid-19.
Shelley appreciates the way Whitney members take hold and work on ministries they are led to. At one time
Johnna Dunten identified 75 different ministries from small group to church-wide supported by our 200member congregation. Yay Whitney!
October 2020
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SATURDAY LUNCH
RESUMES PREPARING LUNCHES
Saturday Lunch, a Whitney UMC food ministry, reaches
out to the community.
Our Saturday Lunch is identified as an essential service
as a partner of the Idaho Foodbank in providing meals
for families with food insecurity. This has been part of
Whitney for many years.
Now that we are back providing lunches, it is necessary
to get more of the congregation involved. We extend
our special thank-you to Mel and Cathie Slocum for
their coordination and organization of our Saturday
Lunch Ministry for many years. Clint Wachi has been cocoordinator and seems to know the guests who come in
for their respective lunches each Saturday. This is a
great connection to our community.
Thank you to
Lorrie Baer and
Brandon/Maran
O’Meara for their
respective
Saturdays’
leadership each
month. Thanks
also to the many
others who have
dedicated one
Saturday a month
or a Saturday
when they are available to see this outreach ministry
grow from the very beginning.
Do you have a Saturday available you would be willing
to help between 10:00 a.m. to noon? Lunch is served
between 10:30 a.m. to noon. If so, great, please contact
the church either by email or calling – 208-343-2892 or
3315WhitneyChurch@gmail.com.
Lunches are “take-out” only and are currently being
distributed outside the building. COVID-19 regulations
are followed: wearing masks, physical distancing,
washing hands, wearing gloves, sanitizing and signing in
for contact tracing purposes.
October 2020

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLESHIP

Fall Class —
Jesus, the Forgiving Victim
While Jesus doesn’t change, our situations and
our understanding of God and Jesus often change
a great deal. The Discipleship Team invites you to
join in a series taking a unique look at who Jesus
is. The study of Jesus, the Forgiving Victim, is a
video series hosted by priest and author James
Alison.
We gather via
Zoom on
Sunday
evenings. The
sessions are
designed to be
a time of fellowship and conversation. We gather
at 5:00 p.m., bringing our meal and sharing a time
of conversation. Next, we watch a video from
James Alison, followed by breaking into groups for
discussion about the video. Finally, we rejoin
together for closing thoughts.
Please feel free to join us at any time, everyone is
welcome and appreciated. Prior attendance is not
a requirement for the class. For more
information, contact Stewart Gardner 208-8607398 or email stewart_gardner@msn.com.
Stewart will need your email address to send you
a Zoom invitation.

Our Vision
Being a school of love, at Whitney United
Methodist Church, we learn and practice
to love God, ourselves, one another, and
creation just as Jesus taught us.

Our Mission Focus
Discipling, Serving, and providing
resources to children and families
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Financial Update
Your tithes, gifts and donations are essential in continuing our ministry at Whitney UMC.
Even though we are not able to physically gather together, our work in being good neighbors and sharing
God’s love continues. While some expenses such as utilities may be reduced, many continue to occur. In
addition, we have new expenses for handling the new methods of online gathering and worship. We also
have expenses related to safety and sanitation preparations for our goal of re-entering our building for
ministry and worship.

Here’s a summary of year-to-date income and expense provided by our treasurer, Jim Obland.
Month

Income

Base line
monthly
expenses

Other
monthly
expenses

January

$18,040.41

$12,320.85

$12,224.68

February

$17,094.98

$12,320.85

March

$15,888.49

$12,320.85

April

$14,780.00

May *

Budgeted Bottom
Line Monthly
Total

Running
Total

(6,502.12)

(6,502.12)

$3,490.41

1,283.72

(5,221.40)

$7,933.86

(4,366.22)

(9,587.62)

$12,320.85

$4,694.38

(2235.23)

(11,822.85)

$28,740.00

$12,320.85

$5,184.39

11,234.76

(588.09)

June

$12,683.39

$12,320.85

$8,881.65

(8,519.11)

(9,107.20)

July **

$32,360.39

$12,320.85

$5,561.66

14,477.88

5,370.68

August

$15,835.95

$12,320.85

$6,808.18

(3,293.08)

2,077.60

*May income includes stimulus funds
**July income includes trust and endowment funds.

Looking at these numbers provides us with a general overview of our financial condition.
Excluding the two special income sources, we are receiving roughly $16,000 per month in tithes, gifts, and
donations. Our monthly expenses have averaged $19,200. Including the 2 special income sources, our
average monthly income is $19,427. The year-to-day balance at the end of August was $2,077.60.
In July, Kimberly Gardner joined the staff as our family life director. She has been working diligently to find
new ways of connection for our children and youth and their families. We committed to this program long
before the pandemic and she need and deserves our full support for a successful program.

Autumn is upon us and more programs are beginning. Saturday Lunch and Community Dinner are helping
meet the needs of our community. Plans are in the works for our warm clothing ministry through Joseph’s
Closet. We are just awaiting approval to move forward from our District Superintendent.
Advent and Christmas will be here before we know it. It will be a very different experience this year as we
adapt and change to our surroundings. Still, we will be seeking to be the embodiment of Christ’s love here
and now. We will be the hands and feet of Christ ministering to a world of need – one person at a time.
To do this, we need your support and financial commitment to make our continue ministries possible. You
may mail checks to the church address, or make online donations via the link on our website.
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Page 13

Just for Fun

Whitney United Methodist Church
3315 Overland Road,
Boise, Idaho 83705

This is the QR code block for our donation
landing page. Scan this to go to our donation
page to keep our church running.

CONTACT US:
phone 208-343-2892
3315whitneychurch@gmail.com
www.whitneyumc.org
October 2020
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