
THE CHRONICLE  

Journeying Through Proverbs 
Whitney’s Wednesday Prayer and Share group has been reading 

through the book of Proverbs one chapter at a time.  Proverbs is 

one of the three books of Wisdom in the Bible (Job and 

Ecclesiastes being the other two).  Proverbs clearly has an 

educational purpose. Many of the instructions have a parental 

tone to them addressing “my child” and urge the reader to listen 

to and obey the teachings of their parents.  Many of the proverbs 

are very practical and many of them are focused on shaping the 

readers character.      

Some of the proverbs have odd images.  I almost burst out 

laughing when I read 15:17.  “Better is a dinner of vegetables 

where love is than a fatted ox and hatred with it.”   

But what we have noticed over and over is not just how practical 

many of these proverbs are, but how they speak to the time we 

are living in. 

So I want to share a few of these proverbs as sound advice and 

wisdom on how to live a life of wisdom. 

Where Wisdom comes from— 

“For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding; he stores up sound wisdom for the upright; he 

is a shield to those who walk blamelessly, guarding the paths 

of justice and preserving the way of his faithful ones.”  (2:6-8) 

What is the core understanding of God in Proverbs? 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. (1:7) 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the 

knowledge of the Holy One is insight. (9:10)  

(Note—Fear of the Lord is understood as not being afraid of God 

so much, but being in awe of God.) 
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Communion Sunday, September 6 

On Sunday, September 6,  

 we are taking communion together —  apart.  I invite you this month when you 

get groceries, to get grape juice,  

(or you can use wine) and some bread.   

Then I will be blessing the elements on-line and we will partake of this sacrament 

in a very different way than we usually do it.   

Live on ZOOM!  

Whitney United Methodist Church is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

We will have the on-line regular recorded worship service like normal at 10 am, then we will do communion live on ZOOM when 

worship has finished. (Sign in at 10:50 and we will start communion at 11 am).    

The instructions to get onto Zoom are below 

Topic: Sunday Worship 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/821125516  

 

Meeting ID: 821 125 516 

One tap mobile 

+16699006833,,821125516# US (San Jose) 

+12532158782,,821125516# US (Tacoma) 

 

What does Proverbs say about Anger? 

Whoever is slow to anger has great understanding, but one who has a hasty temper exalts folly. (14:29) 

Those with good sense are slow to anger, and it is their glory to overlook an offence. (19:11) 

Proverbs advice about the words we speak. 

Whoever belittles another lacks sense, but an intelligent person remains silent. (11:12) 

Pleasant words are like a honeycomb, sweetness to the soul and health to the body. (16. 24) 

A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger. (15:1) 

Other advice from the book of Proverbs 

Don’t hold grudges-  “Hatred stirs up strife, but love covers all offences.” (10:12) 

Be open minded –“ A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only in expressing personal opinion.” 18:2 

Stay humble—“ Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord, and turn away from evil. (3.7) 

I invite you to read through Proverbs chapter by chapter.   What advice do you hear Wisdom telling you to follow this week?  

Blessings 

Rev. Christina 

Rev Christina, continued from page 1 

If you’re joining by phone, dial by your nearest location 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 821 125 516 

https://greaternw.zoom.us/j/821125516
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Family Life Ministries 

Updates and Coming Events 

 By Kimberly Gardner 

Family ministry had one major goal this past month – to connect with our existing 

children and youth and we have certainly done that! Our Birthday Blessings team, 

Dianna Shea, Gena Waller, Stewart Gardner and Jan Spencer celebrated two 

birthdays this past month and we have three more before September even starts. 

Our cost is manageable for the year but our ministry would greatly appreciate 

donations to help cover the costs of balloons, birthday hats, cookie making 

supplies, and treats for our kids. If you feel called to help support the Birthday 

Blessings ministry, please make a donation indicating “birthday ministry.” Home 

visits have been incredibly important to connecting with our kids and youth and 

we will continue to deliver “church in a bag” kits that follow our workshop and 

educational series.  

 We are also continuing to reach out to our children with online worship. 

Children’s moments have been successful and we have experimented with 

children’s church via YouTube playlists. We will continue to develop these and to 

experiment with other ways to reach our kids. 

We are also starting children and youth classes for the fall and church in a bag kits 

will be tied to that. Our fall sessions will include a child’s study in emotions where we will work to understand our emotions in the 

context of a God who created us as emotional beings. We will be providing our youth with a study on how to identify, understand 

and manage anxiety that defines so much of the Junior High and High School experience. 

Our second goal moving forward is to expand our reach to families outside of our congregation. We are hoping our sessions 

on emotions and anxiety will reach more children and youth.  

And finally … pumpkins! It’s hard to believe that Halloween is on its way already and our kids and youth may not have the 

opportunity to trick or treat this year. But that doesn’t mean we can’t get together to decorate pumpkins and get some candy while 

we’re at it!  Stay tuned for more details.  

Things are developing quickly but that means we need help! Please see below for ways to get involved with family ministries.  

- Financial resources! Even a donation of $10 covers the cost of one child’s birthday celebration, could help us purchase 

“kit” supplies that will assist in educating our children and youth in walking the path of Christ, or help us to cover the cost of 

pumpkins.   

 - If you are interested and comfortable with being on camera, we need volunteers to help read Bible stories, make an arts 

and crafts video, or record science experiments for our children’s church playlists! It’s good for our children to see more members of 

their church family and it will help connect you to our families in a meaningful way.  

 - We are also always in need of ideas! If you have an idea for a family project, youth or children’s project that you would like 

to share, please reach out and let us know!  

 - Prayer! – Our children, youth, and our parents/guardians are in serious need of our support right now. Please hold this 

ministry and our families in prayer.  

Blessings, 

Kimberly Gardner  
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September Worship Themes 

Sept 6 — What it means to rest in God.   

Scripture — Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

Following the recorded worship service, at 10:50, we will have 

communion done live through Zoom.   

Starting September 13,  we will be looking at Finding Peace in an 

Anxious World based on the Serenity Prayer.   

God, Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot 

change, courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to 

know the difference.  

Sept 13 — Serenity  Proverbs 3:21-26 

Sept 20 — Acceptance  Proverbs 1:2-7, 3:5-8 

Sept 27 — Courage  Proverbs 4:20-27 

Oct 4 — Wisdom  Provers 2:1-11 Proverbs 9:10 

Coming this fall — 
ways to connect in small groups 

Through these months of pandemic, we are missing ways to connect with 

our church friends.  It will be a long while before we are able to come back 

to worship in the way we did it before.  So we are going to try connecting 

people into small groups through a variety of ways—some on-line, some 

through phone and depending on 

current outbreak numbers—

potentially in person.  

One option will be a Book Study 

using the book Finding Peace in 

an Anxious World. This study uses 

the book of Proverbs and “The 

Serenity Prayer” as a guide to 

help us find our way through 

anxiety, worry, and fear and 

move towards God’s peace that 

surpasses all understanding.   

Weeks and times for this book 

study will mirror the sermon 

series mentioned above. The class 

will take place on Zoom, and will 

happen on Sundays after our on-

line fellowship time; starting at 

11:15am. 

In the past couple of months, there have been a 

couple of scams targeting church members all 

seemingly coming from me, Rev. Christina.  Some 

have been through email and some through text 

message but they all appear to be from me.  

They have asked for you to buy gift cards or send 

money in other ways, etc.   The person/people 

behind these are clever--- they somehow have 

figured out how to sound like me.    

A couple of things I have noticed about these 

scams that can alert you that they may be a 

scam.   

They often type out the word Reverend and 

often use my last name.  So an email might be 

signed Reverend Christina Thompson.  I NEVER 

type out Reverend (Christina is long enough!) 

and I rarely use Thompson unless it is a more 

formal letter.  My signature almost always says 

Blessings, Rev. Christina. 

Some of the emails come from a different email 

than what I usually use.  The trick is that the 

email is often hidden and you have to hunt for it.  

But I only use my cmf113@gmail.com email.  

Anything else, is most likely a scam. 

They are in a hurry.  “I need you to do this now.” 

One scam sent several emails just a few minutes/ 

hours apart, asking if the request had been done 

yet.   

Also, know that I would never ask you to buy gift 

cards, or send money especially in the way these 

emails are worded. 

Some people I have talked to who have received 

these request have all said, “they sounded like 

you, but …”  Trust your gut.  If you have any 

question about a request, please call me.  If you 

do receive a request you know is a scam, let me 

know and we can report it.  

I wish I could say whoever is doing this is done 

with us, but I highly doubt it.  Scammers are 

persistent.   

mailto:cmf113@gmail.com
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1 Mel Slocum 

3 Johnna Dunten 

3 Jeff Higgins 

6 Jody Baer 

6 Kelly McGrath 

6 Gena Waller 

7 Nick Alexander 

11 Kacey Larracoechea 

12 Neil Buttram 

12 Duane Campbell 

15 Bonnie Hawk September Anniversaries  
2   Dale & Evelyn Thompson 

I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a 

World Made for Whiteness  

written by  

Austin Channing Brown  

in 2018. 

Austin tells her story of growing up in a predominately 

white world. She talks about her childhood and 

church, her family, her experiences in college and the 

work world, and throughout all of this, embracing 

being Black. 

An upcoming small group plans to discuss the book together online. The discussion gatherings will begin Tuesday, October 13 at 

1:30pm. The church has some copies of this book if you would like to read it. The books are $16.50.  Contact the church if you are 

interested in taking part, 208-343-2892. 

15 Sharon Miller 

17 Bill Slupe 

17 Eric Owen 

17 Israel Zavala 

20 David Hawk 

21 James Christophel 

22 John Owen 

22 Evelyn Thompson 

24 Ignacio Zavala 

25 Zena Larracoechea 

26 Linda Budolfson 

26 Brinley Christophel 

28 Dale Thompson 

29 Michael Waller 

September Birthdays 

Coming this fall — ways to connect in small groups 

Joseph’s Closet 

Joseph’s Closet is Whitney UMC’s 

warm coat ministry.  We are working 

on a plan for opening in October  

which hinges on acceptance from our 

District Superintendent of our 

reopening plan.   

Donations of coats will be accepted 

after we reopen the church.   

Food Ministries Resume Service! 

Feeding people is an essential service and we are now meeting those requirements. 

Whitney's Food Ministry is coming back to life starting September 12 for the 

Saturday Lunch. The take-out lunches will be held from 11:00 to 12:30. Those people 

who helped with Saturday Lunch and others who would like to help need to contact 

Cathie and Mel Slocum and/or Clint Wachi.  

Then, Community Dinner will start September 18th at 6:00 p.m. as a take-out dinner.   

It is so important everyone knows that all meals will be served following the safety 

guidelines of MASKS, HAND WASHING, GLOVES, SANITIZING and PHYSICAL 

DISTANCING.  

The guests will not be coming into the church – the meals will be handed out the east 

door to them. Those interested in helping to get this 2020 Community Dinner back in 

action, please contact Clint, Malcom or Brad. 
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Church Updates 

Here we all are working hard to meet all of the 

“Reimagining” requirements to open the church. 

It seems when an issue arises that creates major 

challenges, it also opens our eyes to details that 

should have been taken care of long before COVID-

19. The church will be completely cleaned before 

opening the doors. You will see changes that will be 

for the health and safety of everyone. The committee 

working to meet all of these requirements consists of 

Shelley Cooper, Johnna Dunten, Rich Keefe, Malcom 

Dunten, Dianna Shea, Kimberly Gardner and Rev. 

Christina. 

The church grounds could use some more loving care. 

If you like to work outside in the yard, your help would be so appreciated. When we do open, it would be nice to have the church 

property spiffed up.  You can come down at your convenience. It might be recommended you contact Lorrie Baer (208) 860-9213 or 

Malcom 208-631-5897 to find out if there are specific tasks that could be done. 

Church Council Members: 

About our Facebook posts & pages 

Every day, on the Whitney United Methodist Church Page there is a post created by church member 

Coral Swofford.   Most of the posts connect to the theme from Sunday sermons.  If you have not seen 

them, we invite you to go to the Whitney United Methodist Church page, like the page and then like, 

comment or share the posts.   

Thank you Coral for all your work in 

creating these posts.  They are very 

meaningful! 

Special Thanks 

Thank you to Becky Platt for all her work these past five months 

in getting Whitney UMC through the COVID crises.  She has been 

instrumental in getting us on-line and connected in this very 

different time.   Her wisdom has been invaluable. 

Thank you to Sue Clark and Betty Dippi who made masks to give 

to our children and youth as they go back to school.  

Find out more about this story by reading the UMW article on 

page 11! 

Rev. Christina Thompson 

Kimberly Gardner (Family Life Director) 

Lorrie Baer 

Glenda Berto 

Johnna Dunten 

Stewart Gardner 

Brad Minasian 

Lory Neser 

Brandon O’Meara 

Phyllis Ross 

Dianna Shea 

Gena Waller 

Rich Keefe (Interim member during reopen process) 

Whitney UMC Staff Updates 

As we reported last month, Phyllis Ross resigned as the 

Administrative Assistant and as Accompanist for Whitney 

UMC. 

Both positions currently remain unfilled. In this time of 

pandemic, the Staff Parish Relations Committee is taking time 

to review the positions and exactly what may be needed in 

the short term during the building closure and also the long-

term needs when we are able to return to the building and 

eventually to live in-person worship. In the meantime, Johnna 

Dunten is our interim replacement in the office position. 

Continued on page 8  

Reminder: The next Church Council meeting is September 13th, at 12:30 pm via Zoom. 



 

 

September 2020             Page 7 

Dale Thompson; Joyce & Jim Obland on the  

death her mom, Bobbie Fuller; Carl & Dottie Harden on 

the death of his brother, Daniel; Family of Barry Kelso; 

Sharon Miller & family on the death of Richard; 

Micky Vail; Family of Marv Wolfe; Coronavirus sufferers; 

victims of hurricane Laura; and those fighting cancer.  

INCESSANT PRAYERS 

Cheri Carter; Ruthie Carter;  

Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter; 

Bonnie Hawk; and Keith Gillespie. 
 

MILITARY PRAYERS 

David L. Hawk, Mark Jerome, 

Laura Irish, and Adam Whistler    

STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS 

OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Justine Niyogushimwa, 

Marissa Jerome, Nicole Jerome, Nick Neser, Braeden 

Dunten, Spencer Jordan, Jordyn Walhof, Marissa Neser, 

Christopher Kazama,  

Masson Furutani, and Austin Furutani 

Please submit names to the office for listing on this 

new Prayer List feature 

Kathy Hammers 

A Fourth Generation Idahoan 

Kathy Hammers grew up in Caldwell. As a child she and her family 

attended Caldwell United Methodist Church where Kathy enjoyed 

Sunday School and the Methodist Youth Group. She also was a 

member of the Caldwell Junior Riding Club and performed at the 

Caldwell Night Rodeo each summer. In junior high and high school 

Kathy was a part of the music programs. During her senior year 

she was Maria in the CHS production of The Sound of Music.  In 

1967 she and her family moved to Boise where Kathy enrolled at 

Boise College. She received her Bachelor’s degree in elementary 

education from Boise State College and her Master’s degree from 

Boise State University.  

Kathy belongs to a family of teachers. Her mother Betty Matthews 

taught for 41 years. She was also a longtime member of Whitney 

UMC. Her sister DeDe Matthews and her cousin Julie Hall are also 

retired teachers. Her daughter Randi teaches kindergarten at 

Adams Elementary, and daughter Jodi is the office assistant at 

Maple Grove Elementary. The list goes on. Kathy began her 

teaching career in Mountain Home. She met her husband Lew at a 

dance at the air base while he was serving in the US Air Force. 

They were married August 18, 1972. In 1974 they moved to Boise. 

In Boise Kathy taught at Jefferson Elementary, Campus 

Elementary, McKinley Elementary, and the last 23 years at 

Collister Elementary where she retired in 2005. She taught 

kindergarten and second grade for 5 years and first grade for 29 

years (her favorite grade to teach.) After retiring, Kathy began 

volunteering in Randi’s classroom and in the grandchildren’s 

Continued on page 8 

CONTACT US:  

phone 208-343-2892  

3315whitneychurch@gmail.com  

www.whitneyumc.org 
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Crop Hunger Walk — Walking 

Together Apart 

October 18th, 2020 — 3pm 

Yes!  We are walking in the 39th Ada County CROP 

Hunger Walk on October 18, 2020!  

Yes, the walk is modified this year due to the COVID 

19—the send off will be virtual through our Facebook 

page at 3 pm.  Depending on the health 

recommendations on the day of the walk, we may be 

walking with our family or friends in our neighborhoods.   

We may be able to have a “micro walk” with just 

members of Whitney UMC socially distanced and wearing masks.  Those details will be announced closer to October 18. 

Yes, the need for us to seek donations for Church World Service (CWS) to end hunger is greater than ever before—those living in 

poverty are suffering more due to the virus.  Idaho Foodbank will receive 25% of the funds collected  to increase their capacity to 

help those in our communities who are food insecure.  

Register to walk with our Whitney UMC team and start your fundraising! Can’t walk? Please donate to our walkers! Want a paper 

donation envelope to collect donations or to send a check to donate to a specific walker or the church’s team? Contact the church 

office at 208-343-2892 

Why do we support the CROP Hunger Walk?   

Indonesia Arceia’s school in Indonesia participated in a CWS program focused on emergency preparedness where she learned how to 

properly wash her hands. “Hand washing is a habit for students in our school. They learn the correct six steps for proper hand 

washing with soap from Grade One. We could not have done this without our CWS friends, who helped us install water tanks and 

sinks.” Arceia recently told our team, “Our family feels grateful that CWS helped us learn how to properly wash our hands.” And one 

of her parents added, “This is so important now with the spread of COVID-19.” 

Member Focus: Kathy Hammers 

Continued from page 7 

classrooms. Lew retired as a truck driver from Ada County Highway District.  

Kathy and Lew have 2 grown daughters, Randi and Jodi, and 5 grandchildren. Randi’s 

daughter Keira is a freshman at Fairmont Junior High. Jodi’s children are Andrew who is 

a sophomore at Timberline, Aaron who is a freshman at East Junior High, Abram who is 

a seventh grader at East Junior High, Amilia (Mili) who is a third grader at Garfield 

Elementary.  

The Matthews family joined Whitney UMC as soon as they moved to Boise. Kathy sang 

in the chancel choir and later in the Whitney Women’s Chorale. When Randi and Jodi 

were little, Kathy and her mom Betty helped in Vacation Bible School. Now that the girls 

are grown and have families, Kathy can be found greeting church members on Sundays 

along with sister DeDe and cousin Julie. Kathy has also put Rev. Christina’s sermons on 

the church’s Facebook page. 

Kathy has been a member of the Alpha Delta Kappa Teachers’ Sorority since 1974 

serving as the treasurer for many years. This is an international altruistic organization 

that helps a lot of nonprofit organizations and sponsors scholarships for education 

majors at Boise State University every year.  

Staff Updates 

Continued from page 6 

Becky Platt has also completed her tenure 

as our overseer in transitioning to online 

Worship and upgrading our 

communications to the congregation. 

Becky took on the herculean task of 

getting us to online worship when the 

coronavirus forced us to close the 

building and stay at home to prevent 

spread of the virus. Even when Rev. 

Christina became ill, Becky was able to 

help us stay connected and worship 

together. In addition, she was 

instrumental in helping convert The 

Chronicle to both a printed and online 

newsletter; helped us upgrade our email 

communications; and strengthen our 

online presence. We all owe Becky a huge 

thankyou for her willingness, her long 

hours of labor, and her tenacity to see 

things through to completion. 
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Coming this fall — ways to connect in small groups 

Intentional Discipleship presents Jesus the Forgiving Victim! 

  
During these times of isolation, we may feel distant from God, and alone in our Christian discipleship.  

Well, feel that way no more!  

Beginning Sept. 20, from 5-7 each Sunday evening, please join us on Zoom for Jesus the Forgiving Victim. This study will follow the 

same schedule as our former Sunday evening programs: we will meet--virtually--at 5 p.m.; bring your supper to this part, and we will 

share a meal and fellowship for the first half hour; then we will watch a video for about a half hour (more on that below); and finally 

we will share our thoughts and feelings with one another about the ideas brought up in the video till 7 o’clock.  

In these videos, James Alison will guide us through a profound look at what it means for us that God became human in Jesus of 

Nazareth, suffering crucifixion as an innocent victim, and then resurrecting, showing only love and forgiveness, with no trace 

vengeance, thereby freeing us from the prison of guilt we put ourselves into with our human violence. Alison begins by helping us 

consider how Christ teaches the very best understanding of what it means to be human. He goes on to show how profoundly 

different God is from the gods of human invention, the difference that our unity in Christ makes, and the wonders of the life of loving 

Christ offers us. 

This course is appropriate for anyone interested in the vital meaning of our Christian faith. It makes a good introduction, and it may 

be especially helpful if you have been put off  by the violence 

and the vengeful God that sometimes appears in the Old 

Testament. Alison shows us how the Israelites were chosen 

for the gradual revelation of God as Love, and how this 

worked the gradual displacement of the understanding of 

God as violent and vengeful. Brian McLaren, who wrote the 

book We Make the Road by Walking, which we read as a 

church last year,  says this about this course: 

"This course is what so many of us have been waiting for: a 

resource for discovering anew the total nonviolence of God 

and what that means for how we read the Bible and 

interpret the Cross. Before you design your next children’s 

or youth program, before you prepare another sermon 

series, before you give up or give in or check out or fade 

away… invest a few hours in Jesus the Forgiving Victim and 

watch your faith be deeply renewed." 

You can learn more at the course website: https://

www.forgivingvictim.com/  

If you think you might be interested, please contact Stewart 

Gardner, either by email at stewart_gardner@msn.com  or 

by phone at 208 860-7398.  Feel free to join us for any part 

of this program - but remember that we need your email to 

send a Zoom invitation, or your phone number in order to 

share instructions for alternative ways to connect.  

With love, 

The Intentional Discipleship Ministry 

 

Friday email has Moved to Tuesday. 

We have sent out a Friday email for years.  It allowed us to send 

information about Sunday and the upcoming calendar for the 

week.  As we are adjusting to life in a new normal, all of the 

information about worship is now coming to you in the Saturday 

and Sunday email.  The Friday email has become more of a mini-

newsletter with information about upcoming events and a short 

devotional.  But it means that you are getting three emails back-to-

back from the church and then nothing during the rest of the 

week.  

So we are going to try an experiment and move the Friday email to 

Tuesday.  Hopefully this will allow us to be connected earlier in the 

week and give you information about what is coming up in the 

week.  It also allows us to print this weekly email so we can mail it 

out with the weekly sermon to those who are not on email (which 

is mailed on Thursday). 

 

So we are now sending out a Tuesday email!  Please let us know 

what you think and if you have suggestions for this email! 

https://www.forgivingvictim.com/
https://www.forgivingvictim.com/
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Latest updates on  

Whitney’s ‘Moving Forward’ Plan  

Who knew back in March that we would be away from our church 

building for months? As we began to look at things, Bishop Elaine 

Stanovsky  told us we needed to take a deep look at things and 

“Reimagine Life Together.” Wow! She was so right. We have been 

working on a plan to safely integrate our church building into our 

church lives! This was so hard to imagine a few months ago. 

We now know more about the coronavirus and about its 

transmission. We all know a whole lot more about face coverings 

and sanitizers and even washing our hands. All this will help us find ways to get safely back to our buildings. 

The reality is it will be many more months before we can be back worshipping in our building. But, the good news is that we now 

know a lot more about other ways to worship. With the Herculean help of Becky Platt, the worship team continues to offer worship 

online each week. In addition, we send out printed sermons to those who can’t worship online. The worship services are loaded to 

our YouTube channel so you can view them whenever is convenient for you. And, if one service really touched you, it can be viewed 

again and again. 

Our “Reimagining Life Together” team appointed by the church council submitted our four-phase plan for gradually getting back 

into our building on July 24. We learned on August 20 that we need only modify and add a couple of clarifications to our plan for it 

to be accepted. Once it is accepted, then we will be able to move from Phase 1 into Phase 2. We remain there until the bishop says 

churches may move to Phase 3. Again, when declared by the bishop, we will be able to move from our Phase 3 to Phase 4. At some 

point, we may move beyond Phase 4. 

Some short-term updates: If all proceeds according to plan, we will begin serving “take-out” versions of Saturday Lunch and 

Community Dinner beginning in September. We are also exploring some modifications to begin offering an abbreviated version of 

our Joseph’s Closet program in the fall. 

As I have said many times before, we yearn to be together. We want to greet and hug and smile together. We want to share life and 

God and worship together. We are working diligently to find ways to share together during this time of pandemic – until we can be 

together again. I miss you and our times together. I pray we can safely be together again – sooner than later. 

Encouragement from our Treasurer 

I know you have probably heard this statement many times by now, but things sure have changed since March 1st of this year. I 

always thought it was great and enjoyable to go to church most every Sunday. We didn’t always make it coming down from Idaho 

City, and we didn’t always bring Joyce’s mom Bobbie. But now that we can’t go, I miss it even more. I’m sure that all of you feel that 

way also. There is an old saying that goes “You don’t really miss something until it is taken away.” Maybe we will be able to get back 

to some semblance of normal by the first of the year. 

Anyway, I was asked to let you all know how our finances are doing. We lost money in the general fund during March and April. Then 

we got the button setup on the webpage so that folks could give their offerings 

electronically. That has worked very well. And, many folks are still sending in their 

checks to the church; which is working as well also. 

Something that has helped our bottom line is that I was able to apply for and receive 

a stimulus payment from both the Feds and the State. 

So, with your continued help and our cutback in expenses, we are hanging in there. 

We are still paying our salaries and our apportionment. 

Thank you all, 

Jim Obland, Treasurer 
Dromoland Castle grounds, Ireland 

photo by Bert Allen 
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

We will not be meeting in September.  However, those of you on the email list will be receiving emails and hopefully we can conduct 

some business that way.  In August we decided to give toward the Whitney Elementary Connection and provided goodie bags for 

the teachers and staff for the first day of virtual school.  They really appreciated that gesture. We also prepared these goodie bags 

for the 7 Whitney church members who are teachers.   If you are not on the email list, please let Lory Neser know.   

Our Sage District Annual meeting will be held virtually on Sept. 19 from 9:30 -11:00.   We will have a brief program on “Migrant 

Women and Health Care” as well as conduct the business of the district.  We will recognize outgoing officers and install the new 

ones.  We will close with worship.   I will send the Zoom code to those on the email list when I receive it. 

The Oregon-Idaho UMW Annual meeting will be held via Zoom on October 17.  Details for that will be in the October Chronicle. 

You are encouraged to participate in the online study which Rev.Christina will lead entitled “FindingPeace in an Anxious World.”  

Details in the Chronicle (see page 4) and/or the Tuesday E-mail. 

 

MASKS, MASKS AND MORE MASKS! 

Thanks to Sue Clark and Betty Dippi who have been busy making masks to put in the 

back to school bag for our Whitney church kiddos.  They have made enough that 

each child will receive 

more than one mask.  We 

appreciate so much these 

dedicated women and 

also those who donated 

fabric and elastic. 

And then…thanks to Jan Spencer we found out about the Canyon County 

Mask Makers which is a group of women who are making masks for the 

entire Valley.  We put in a request for Whitney Elementary and a week 

later we received 680 masks in various sizes for kids and teachers.  A huge 

thank you to this group for giving of themselves.  

 

COMMUNITY RESPONSE 

Thank You from Whitney Elementary 

Dear Whitney United Methodist Church, 

Thank you for your generous donation of Walmart gift cards at the beginning of the COVID outbreak.  

Many families found themselves in situations they have never been in before and being able to share your 

gift with them showed that this community cares. 

We are still sharing these cards with families in need.  Please know your donation has positively 

impacted many during such unprecedented times. 

Many Blessings, 

Susan Dennis, Community School Coordinator 

Whitney Elementary School 
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Whitney United Methodist Church  
 3315 Overland Road Boise, Idaho 83705 

 
CONTACT US:  

phone 208-343-2892  
3315whitneychurch@gmail.com  

www.whitneyumc.org  

Just for Fun 


