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Highlights from This Issue

A message
from Rev. Christina
Finding Blessings in the
COVID-19 Pandemic

We have been living in the effects of this pandemic for
over a month now. I have heard many comments
from people that while we hope we get back to some
semblance of normal soon, there are things that we
hope to hold on to. I have spent a lot of time
pondering what blessings we have received in this
pandemic.
While I do not believe that God has caused this virus, I
certainly believe that God is bringing amazing
blessings and reminding us of things perhaps we had
forgotten. It does feel like this has been a great
rebooting of our lives.
Paul writes in Ephesians 3:14-21 that we would be
strengthened in our inner being through God’s spirit,
that we would know that through faith, Christ is
dwelling in our hearts rooting and grounding us in
love. He then prays that we might have the power to
comprehend how wide and deep the love of Christ is.
Then he closes this prayer with these words:
“Now to him who by the power at work within us is
able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen.” (Ephesians 3:20-21)
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God is certainly able to accomplish abundantly far more than we can even ask or
imagine and as I look around at the ways that God is at work in this pandemic, I see
where God is at work.
Some blessings that feel like they have come out of this:
1. Blessings of time. Time to be, time to do things we have not had time to do
before. I have cooked with my girls more than we have in years. We have
watched movies I have never seen, spent time walking together. And there has
been time to just be.
2. Connecting with family and friends. I have seen this blessing over and over.
People calling people, sending notes, checking in on people. This pandemic has
reminded us of what really is important.
3. Effect on creation. I have not heard reports recently, but even in the first week of
us staying home, people and countries were noticing a difference on our planet
and how staying home has decreased our carbon footprint.
4. Identifying the gaps in our economy. I heard today the analogy that while we are
all in the same storm, we are not all in the same boat. This pandemic has really
revealed the disparities of our economic system. There are many who are able to
work at home and who are still being paid. But many people have not been that
lucky. This pandemic has also shown the holes in our support systems (people
waiting over 5 weeks to receive unemployment in Idaho being one of them.)
5. Recognizing how much work people really are doing. As I parent, I have always
been grateful for my children’s teachers. After a month of trying to help them
with their schoolwork, I have a much different sense of the work that their
teachers really do. It is the same with the medical field, grocery store clerks, etc.
We tend to take people and the work they do for granted. This pandemic has
helped us see the work people do from a new lens.
6. Making do. I live ½ mile from a grocery store and just less than 2 miles from the
craft store and so when we ran out of things or decided we needed something, we
just went to the store to get it. With the stay at home order, we have stopped that.
It has taught us the power of making an accurate grocery list and making do with
what we have.
7. Space to be grateful. This time has given me the space to be grateful and count
my blessings. There are so many of them and the more grateful I am, the less
stressed I find myself.
Where else have you seen the blessings that God is bringing out of this Pandemic?
What things from our blessing list do we need to keep whenever we get back to
“normal”? What things do we need to work to change in our world so that the
lessons we learned in this time can be implemented?
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God thank you for your silver linings and for the ways that you are using each of
us to bring about those blessings to the world. May you help us to be part of
changing the things that need changed and holding on to the blessings we have
received. Amen.
--Rev. Christina

Continued Church Closure
In the first stage of reopening put out by Governor Little, it says that churches can
open on May 1, if they adhere to strict physical distancing, sanitation protocol and
any CDC guidance. However, our Bishop Elaine Stanovsky, in her Bishop’s COVID19 Notice #5.1 dated April 27, 2020, extended the closure of worship and building
closures through at least May 30, 2020. (Click here for the Bishop's Notice 5.1)
I agree with Bishop Elaine as I know that we cannot adhere to strict physical
distancing in our building and it feels too soon to try. So the Whitney United
Methodist Church building will remain closed at least until May 30 and we will
continue to do worship and other meetings online and through the mail, as we have
been doing. Phyllis and Rev. Christina will continue to work at home.
However, even on May 31, we will not be able to come back to church in the same
way we were before the pandemic. Even a month from now, we will have to
practice physical distancing and will have to figure out how to be together in
worship differently than we did before this pandemic.
To that end, during the month of May, we will gather a task force of church folk
together (on-line and through the phone) to figure out how best to reopen the
church building and how best to worship in this new time. If you would like to serve
on this task force, please call/text/email Rev. Christina.
I also ask all of you--What part of church life from before the pandemic would you not want to
disappear?
What part of the blessings we have received from this time of pandemic would
you like to see continue?
What suggestions do you have for how to do and be church in the months to
come?
Please email or call me with your answers.
Blessings
Rev. Christina
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UMW Scholarship

For the past 5 years the Whitney United Methodist
Women has given scholarships to graduating high
school seniors who have a connection with Whitney
Church. In the past, we have been able to give a $500
scholarship to the student. We do require that the
student has applied for and been accepted at any post
high school learning institution. Our first scholarship
recipient, Yuni Rueda, graduated this spring from
Western Oregon State University. She has been
accepted into the master's program at George Fox
University and will enter in the Fall. She will be
majoring in Child Psychology and has hopes to be an
Elementary School Psychologist. We are all very proud
of Yuni and her accomplishments.
Scholarship applications can be gotten from the church
office online or by mail. Because of the situation this
year, the deadline for returning forms to the church
office will be June 30,2020. Contact Lory Neser or
Phyllis Ross if you have questions.

Words of Wisdom
by Phyllis Ross

I've been planting petunias
around the edge of my flower
garden and have been on my
hands and knees and learned
what an awesome way it is to
pray!
You use your whole body (at
least it takes all of mine) and
you feel submission (if I get
down, will you help me up?),
humility (I hope no one is
looking), but
independence, too, (I just
KNOW I can do it), but what
better way to honor God than
on your knees? "God, I
worship you, I depend on
you and I submit myself to
you". Sitting or standing isn't
the only prayer position and
kneeling in your yard or your
home just might give you a
new perspective as to what
you are asking for or
thanking Him for.
--Phyllis

Had our First Easter Sunrise Service since
Rev. Christina has been at Whitney!
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Ministry and Building Updates

New Signage

Have you driven by the church recently and noticed all
of the new signage?
A new “Connect with Us” banner of different ways to
connect with the church? What a terrific design for
being “together” in different ways. Becky Platt
created the design “Connect with Us” and Malcom
had it made and hung. A similar graphic compilation
was put on the south doors for those people coming
from the south.
SLOW signs replaced the STOP signs at the walkway
across the parking lot.
The Whitney United Methodist Church with Cross
and Flame sign was replaced with a brighter and
clearer sign.

Gift Card Ministry

Through a $1000 grant from our Annual Conference we
were able to purchase 20 $50 gift cards to Walmart that were
given to Susan Dennis at Whitney Elementary to help those
most affected by this pandemic.

Our new signs welcome all.

My challenge to us is to match that grant.
If you want to contribute to this gift card ministry--- you can
write a check to the church and mark it Gift Cards---- or talk
to Rev. Christina.

Stimulus Checks

I have had some people in the church talk to me about the
possibility of donating all or part of their stimulus check to
the church to be given to those who need it. This is very
possible. Through our connections to Whitney Elementary
and St. Vincent DePaul, we have ways to know who can best
use it.

Delivering gift cards while maintaining
social distance.

If you are feeling called to share your stimulus money, please
call or email Rev. Christina and we can talk about how best to
do this.
May

2020

Page 5

Ministry and Building Updates (cont.)

"Fill the Truck" Food Collection Drive

Whitney has definitely enhanced and updated our food ministry due to the COVID-19
Crisis.
We are not able to hold our usual Community dinners or Saturday Lunches at present,
but we will take up both when the restrictions are removed or eased. Instead, we were
able to provide meals and Gino’s Italian Restaurant prepared the meals to be delivered
to St. Alphonsus Regional Medical Center ER Staff on the 3rd, St. Luke’s Hospital
Downtown ER Staff on April 10th and the St. Luke’s Hospital Meridian ER Staff on April
24th. These meals could serve between 75-90 staffers.
And an article was forwarded to the church from Jim Truitt (PNW Disaster Response
Coordinator) about the concept of filling trucks with food for local food pantries, in a
'social distancing compliant' way. And our "Fill the Truck" Food Drive was underway.
A big Thank You to all who helped and donated with our "Fill the Truck" Food Drive in
mid April. It was not just a church event, but really highlighted our connections to our
community partners--- Whitney Elementary’s Community School program, St. Vincent
dePaul Food Pantry, the Salvation Army, KBXL and KTSY as well as other connections.
Bottom line:
Wednesday: we collected 7 shopping carts full of food/$1,266 for St. Vincent dePaul.
Thursday: we collected 13 shopping carts full of food/$1,000 for Salvation Army.
Thank you to all volunteers and contributors.

May

2020

Page 6

Worship Themes for May

Rev. Christina planned
May worship before her
surgery. We'll update
you if there are changes
via the email newsletter.

May 3 The 4th Sunday of Easter
Main Text --- John 10:1-10 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him and the sheep hear his voice.
Jesus says “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”
Supporting Text -- Acts 2:42-47 “They devoted themselves to the teaching and sharing all in
common”
Theme-- Jesus meets us when we come to him and Jesus calls us by name and gives us life.
What we need—to know Jesus’ voice
What we receive--- shepherd who gives us abundant life. common.

May 10 The 5th Sunday of Easter
Main Text --- John 14:1-14--- You know the way to the place I am going. I am the way and the truth
and the life.
Supporting Text 1 Peter 2:2-10 “Come to him the living stone . .. and be built up into a spiritual
house.”
Theme: We know the way forward because Jesus prepares it for us.
What we need--- to know the way
What we get--- Jesus is the way the truth and the life. So we know the way.

May 17 The 6th Sunday of Easter
Main Text--- John 14:15-21, 25-27 If you love me, you keep my commandments and he will give you
another Advocate to be with you forever. My peace I give to you.
Supporting Text Psalm 66:8-20 v. 16—come and hear, all you who fear God. And I will tell you
what he has done for me.
Theme: Through Jesus’ love and the love we have for Jesus, we move forward by keeping his
commandments
What we need--- to know the commandments we are to follow
What we get--- the commandments we need

May 24 Ascension Sunday
Main Text--- Luke 24:44-53 Jesus ascending into heaven. The disciples “worshiped him, and
returned to Jerusalem with great joy and they were continually in the temple blessing God.”
Supporting Text—Ephesians 1:15-23 “With the Eyes of your heart enlightened you may know what
is the hope to which he has called you. . . “
Theme:- through our following the risen Christ, we go forward worshipping him, having great joy
and blessing God.
What we need—assurance that Christ is with us
What we get—in the Ascension, we are assured that Christ is still present.

May 31 - Pentecost Sunday
Main Text -- Acts 2:1-21 Coming of the Holy Spirit.
Supporting Text -- John 7:37-39 Let anyone who is thirsty come to me (Jesus)
Theme - Celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit
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Connecting with You

Electronic Communication

In this space when we are working at home and sending out things via email and mail,
we want to make sure you are getting everything.
We are sending out church-wide emails through MailChimp; these come from several
senders, including a new email address: communications@whitneyumc.org. We are
trying to send these emails weekly:
Tuesday from Rev. Christina
Friday from Phyllis (her 'words of wisdom' and mini-newsletter)
Saturday, from the Communications email about the Sunday service recording
Sunday, from the Communications email, a 15-minute reminder for worship
IF you not receiving emails—first check your spam folder. It might be
going to spam. If they are--- add communications@whitneyumc.org to your contacts.
IF you can't find them even in spam, please email communications@whitneyumc.org
with your preferred email and we will figure out what is going on.

Sunday Worship

Our worship services are being recorded and made available via our YouTube channel,
'Whitney UMC Communications". Links to these recordings are sent out in the Saturday
email and are posted on our Facebook pages "Whitney United Methodist Church" and
"Whitney United Methodist Church Group".
If you do not have access to the service via Youtube, we are providing audio only access
at 10 am on Sundays.
dial this number on any telephone: +1 301 715 8592 (sorry, there isn't a Boise number)
enter this number when asked for your meeting ID: 821 125 516 , followed by the '#'
key.
stay on the line and we'll get everyone connected and play the video as audio only,
over the phone line.
We also mail out as much of the service as possible. Please call Phyllis at 208-859-3039
to be added to the service mailing list.
As well, our Radio Program "Reach Out and Trust" continues every Sunday morning at
7:30am and 11:30am on KBXL 94.1 FM, where you can hear sermons by Rev. Christina.
Until the stay-at-home restrictions are lifted, we are going back in the archives and
using some reprises from the past year or so.

Upper Room

We have the May/June issues of The Upper Room. If you would like us to mail you a
copy, please email the church at 3315whitneychurch@gmail.com.
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IN OUR PRAYERS
1 - Linda Slupe
2 - Tom Old
3 - Carl Harden
3 - Sue Higgins
5 - Shelley Cooper
9 - Micky Vail
11 - Becky Daniel
12 - Lori Davis
13 - Henry Gris
14 - Ron Jordan
14 - Julie Whistler
15 - Cathie Slocum
16 - Quincy Falconer
17 - Phyllis Ross
19 - Malcom Dunten
21 - Robert Gardner
24 - Kaden Falconer
24 - Richard Shelby
25 - DeDe Matthews
25 - Brandon O'Meara
26 - Arny Skov
27 - Mikki Carr
30 - Clint Wachi

Rev. Christina Thompson, Glenna Finley, Judith
Alexander, Coronavirus victims
SHUT-INS TO PRAY FOR THIS MONTH
Dortha Bixler, Glenna Finley, Don Halsey, Richard Miller
INCESSANT PRAYERS
Cheri Carter, Ruthie Carter, Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter,
Richard Miller, Bonnie Hawk,
Marvin Wolfe and family, Sue Frear,
Dale and Evelyn Thompson, Marlys Tudehope,
Keith Gillespie, The Family of Billie Lirgg,
The Family of Ron Jordan,
The Family of Don Hutchinson
MILITARY PRAYERS
David L. Hawk, Mark Jerome
STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS OF HIGHER LEARNING
Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Justine Niyogushimwa,
Marissa Jerome, Nicole Jerome, Nick Neser,
Braeden Dunten, Spencer Jordan,
Jordyn Walhof, Hayli Ball, Hannah Ball,
Christopher Kozama, Masson Furitami

2 - Tom & Kathy Old
16 -Mike & Shelley Cooper
20 - Jeff & Peggy Jackson
26 - Arny & Kathy Skov
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listing on this new Prayer List feature.
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Just for Fun

"Pulpit" by Miriam Fridel
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Whitney United Methodist Church
3315 Overland Road
Boise, Idaho
CONTACT US:
phone 208-343-2892
3315whitneychurch@gmail.com
www.whitneyumc.org
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