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WHITNEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                            

Holy Week 
The last week of Jesus’ life highlighting the sharp contrasts of Jesus’ last week. 

Sunday—Palm Sunday – Matthew 21:1-11– When Jesus enters the Golden or 

Eastern Gate of Jerusalem, you experience the joyous demonstration of the people’s 

loyalty of Jesus. 

Holy Monday --- John 12:1-11--- Entering the House of Lazarus.  Here you 

experience the gentleness of  Mary anointing Jesus’s feet with costly perfume. 

Holy Tuesday—John 12:26-36--- Jesus entering the Passover worship festival 

and reflects on his death. 

Holy Wednesday ---Matthew 21:12-17--- Jesus enters the temple and throws out 

the money changers saying “My house shall be called a house of prayer but you are 

making it a den of robbers.”   You experience the anger of Jesus.  

Maundy Thursday--- John 13:1-17, 31b-35--- Here is the Love of Jesus front and 

center as he washes his disciples’ feet and institutes the last supper.  

Good Friday--- Matthew 26:14-27:56 – Entering into Jesus’ betrayal, arrest and 

crucifixion.  Here we experience the true sorrow and horror of this story. 

Holy Saturday--- Matthew 27:57-66--- Here is the grief and silence of Saturday 

as Jesus’ body is buried.   

Easter--- The Resurrection --- Matthew 28:1-15---  The joyous celebration of life 

stronger than death,  
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From our pastor: 

In this day of physical distancing, it has been interesting to be reminded 

of how much crowd gathering we really used to do.  Seeing 

commercials that show all of the community events --- parades, movies 

in the park, bbqs at people’s house. I was looking back through pictures 

from the last few years and was really struck by how many of them 

have lots of people in them--- clearly not standing 6 feet apart.     We are a social people and 

gathering together is part of how we are wired as a society.  So it is no wonder that this 

having to be physically isolated is so hard on us. 

We have begun what is known in the church as Holy Week. Holy Week is the week where 

we walk with Jesus from his entrance into Jerusalem on the donkey, through his last supper 

with his disciples, his death on the cross and the silence of Saturday.  It ends with Easter--- 

the Resurrection of Christ.   It is interesting to read through all these stories from the point 

of view of physical distancing and realize just how many times in that week people 

gathered.  ---- clearly not 6 feet apart. 

Palm Sunday---- A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road.  The crowds that went ahead of them 

and those that followed were shouting “HOSANNA!” 

In the days between Sunday and Thursday, there is a dinner party at the house of Lazarus, 

people buying and selling at the temple when Jesus goes and kicks them out, and all of the 

chief priests and elders of the people gathering trying to get rid of Jesus. 

On Thursday—what we call Maundy Thursday ---Jesus gathers with the 12 for the Passover 

supper where Jesus institutes communion.  Then lots of people gather in the Garden of 

Gethsemane as Jesus is arrested.  On Friday, tons of crowds of people stand along the 

roadside shouting “Crucify Him!” and watching Jesus carry his cross to Calvary. 

And as we ponder Holy weeks of the past—we usually gather on these high holy days 

together.  Together walking along with Jesus as he enters Jerusalem.  Together as we eat 

soup together and celebrate communion.  Together as we walk that last part of the road 

with Jesus to the cross.  And then of course the large celebration of Jesus’ resurrection as 

wee gather for Easter.  

So as I ponder this Holy Week, there is a bit of sadness as I realize we will not be together 

for any of it.  We were not together to wave palms and shout Hosanna.  We will not be 

together on Maundy Thursday to share in soup and communion.  We will read the passion 

story and walk with Jesus by ourselves this year.  And Easter ---- well I can’t imagine not 

being together for Easter. 
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And yet---- We believe in the power of the Holy Spirit that connects us together in all sorts 

of ways.  What we have learned in these past few weeks is that we really are connected 

through the spirit and with a bit of help of technology! 

On this Palm Sunday, we really were together--- just not in the way we were used to.  As I 

read comments on Facebook from people about worship, I could feel all of your presence 

and knew that in the body of Christ we are connected. 

So as we continue through Holy Week, may we know the power of the spirit at work among 

us--- even as we walk through these holy days in our homes.  And if you really need to be 

with people--- read each part of the Holy Week story and imagine that you are in those 

crowds.  You don’t even have to imagine being 6 feet apart. 

 

Blessings 

Rev. Christina 

 

 

 

  

During this time of Physical Distancing, Rev. Christina is 

working at home.  You can email her (cmf113@gmail.com) 

or call/text her (208-921-5793).  She is still taking Friday 

as her day off. 

 

Our Bishop has asked us to limit the number of people who come into the church.  The less 

people are in the building and the more we know who and when there was someone in the 

building, the less our cost for having to have the whole building completely sanitized.   

To that end, we are asking you to not go into the church building. So that we know who has 

access to the building, we have put different locks on the doors.   If you do need something 

from the building, please call Rev. Christina.    This was a very hard decision, but it does keeps 

us safe and keeps down our cleaning cost.   

mailto:cmf113@gmail.com
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 

Neither our UMW unit nor our Celia Cowan Circle will be meeting until the entire church has 

been cleared for attendance.  In the meantime, however, our women are busy with activities that 

put our FAITH, HOPE AND LOVE into ACTION.  I know that several are making masks to be 

used by health professionals or family members.  Quilts are also being made which will be blest 

and given to homeless shelters throughout our Oregon-Idaho Conference and many of you are 

also preparing your items for the Church Bazaar which is held every November.  Word was just 

received that Mission u will be canceled for this summer.  They are hoping to have online the 

spiritual study, "Finding Peace in an Anxious World."  Rev. Christina has been asked to teach 

this study.  The needs of our world have not decreased but our faith increases every day as we 

seek to defeat this virus.  

 

JOSEPH'S CLOSET 

Joseph's Closet closed in mid February after another successful season of providing warm 

winter outerwear for our community. All of you had a big part in this ministry.  We couldn't have 

done it without the many donations of clothing and financial gifts.  Because of your generosity, 

we are now a self-sustaining ministry of Whitney, able to pay for trailer rental and purchase 

clothing to augment our donation supply.  We are especially grateful for donations from other 

Bench churches.  A special thank you to the women of the Church of Latter Day Saints, Eagle 

Island Verona Ward, for their donations of beautiful quilts.  We recently received a dozen more 

from them which will be used to open with next October.  We also appreciate the many hand 

knitted and crocheted scarves, hats and mittens.  This year we had 480 persons visit the 

Closet.  We gave out 420 coats, 308 hats, 249 gloves, 211 scarves, 643 pairs of socks and 346 

miscellaneous items (blankets, sleeping bags, vests and warm shirts).  Thank you. 

 

Thanks also go out to our willing volunteers.  Without them we couldn't be open as much as we 

are.  Malcom Dunten and Nick Alexander take care of the physical set-up of the trailer as well 

as keep things running smoothly.  Linda Budolfson and Lory Neser make sure there are workers 

scheduled and clothing restocked each week.  Helen Shelby, Kathy Skov, Kathy Skalsky, Julie 

Hall, Linda Jordan, Dianna Shea, Jana Hedges, Gena Waller, Coral Swofford, Donna Lam 

(Collister UMC), Dawn Bruckner and Cindy Kubena (Meridian UMC) willingly staff the Closet as 

well and are savvy shoppers. 
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Just a thought...During this quarantine period, you may be cleaning out closets.  Please set 

aside any winter outerwear that is clean and in good condition.  When the church reopens, bring 

then in plastic bags to the church office.  ONLY OUTERWEAR PLEASE.   

 

Thanks to all of you who have had a part in the success of this Whitney ministry. 

 

 

FOOD MINISTRY UPDATE from Johnna Dunten 

Wow has everything changed! It seems years ago we had to make changes: 

Writing letters and actually mailing them--to typing--to the computer--to email 

We actually called people on a regular basis to check in, now we send a text or email 

Walking and riding bicycles to get from one place to another and now it is almost always 

in a car 

After making changes one after another, some of those changes spoiled us. 

 

Well, Whitney United Methodist Church has definitely evolved into the technological age of 

communication. Of course, there are people without emails and texting so they will receive hard 

copies.  Not sure when this will happen since the Bishop has mandated that nobody should be 

in the church building until at least April 30. We are still trying to be cognizant of people’s 

privacy and at the same time connecting the church family as quickly as possible - Having the 

worship services for March 22, 29 and Palm Sunday, April 5 were constants for all of us, 

prepared connections and guidance with Rev. Christina, the Praise Band and some from the 

Chancel Choir. Those services you can still watch or listen too from Youtube.com. 

As for our Food Ministry, we are not serving Community Dinner and Saturday lunch until at least 

the end of April. To make sure we were providing food for our community, we served 

Community Dinner on March 20 with Rev Christina Thompson, Clint Wachi, Miriam Fridel, 

Grace Fridel, Richard Rothschadl, Malcom Dunten, Brad Minasian, Tony Ernest and Johnna 

Dunten. Special shout out to all who helped serve the hungry and to Gino for the food. Whitney 

provided the food for about 75. Gino wants to help the community. Then on Saturday, March 21, 

we served Saturday Lunch with a smaller crew with Malcom, Clint, Richard Rothschadl and 

Janice Spencer. Thanks so very much for being available to help. 

On the 27th of March we put together another “Community Dinner” that was provided by Whitney 

United Methodist Church and Gino’s Restaurant prepared enough for about 75. We had Kim 

Ward, Susan Dennis, Katie Franca, Brandee Horn, Pastor Dusty Banner of Sojourn Church and 

Chandra Banner with Malcom and Johnna. These were teachers from Whitney School and they 

were amazing with the 6’ distancing. Everyone had a great time and fulfilled ALL requirements.  
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An appreciated Thank You to all who helped with this dinner and for Dianna Shea coming to the 

church to unlock the doors until Malcom and Johnna arrived with Gino’s food. We had several 

meals left over, so we took them down to the Riverside Hotel where they were housing (in one 

wing) people from the shelter which included about 25 children. Again a special Thank you to all 

who helped again feed our neighbors. 

On March 28th we served our last Saturday Lunch for a while. Clint, Emily Nelson, Bernadette 

Nyirabariyanga, Moses Nyirakomini and Malcom. Didn’t have many but did feed a few hungry 

friends. Thank you to these workers and it was delightful to see and have Bernadette and 

Moses. 

Letting the community be aware that Whitney UMC is very much an active part in helping our 

neighbors and friends.  So on April 3, Gino’s prepared the dinner for 75 people and it was 

provided by Whitney United Methodist Church to the ER Staff at St. Alphonsus. Providing 

nourishment to those working hard in the medical field during this pandemic. Their food was 

delivered at noon. 

 

COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE from Becky Platt 

My head spins when I look at all the changes we’ve made in how we communicate with you all 

and, I know that for some of you, the pace has been much too fast.  A group of us met back in 

early March to start making plans for improvements, to be implemented slowly but surely.  Little 

did we know what would hit us two weeks later.  Once the dust settles and we are past COVID, 

we can back up and do and redo some of this work with a bit more consideration, but in the 

meantime, here’s some of what has happened: 

 Private Facebook Group launched 

 Electronic Donation Option from our Website 

 @Whitneyumc.org Emails launched 

 Daily postings to Facebook and two or more emails launched each week 

 Mailchimp launched as a new Email platform 

 Survey conducted about privacy concerns with electronic delivery of the directory 

 Newsletter and directory delivered by email (or later this week anyway) 

 Youtube Channel launched 

 Three worship services recorded and launched onto the world 

It has absolutely been a team effort with Rev. Christina, Johnna, Phyllis, Rich, Stewart, Malcom, 

Bryn Wittmayer, Kevin and the band, Andy and the quartet, and other’s I’m surely forgetting 

pitching in. 
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If you are electronically connected and some of the above is not reaching you, please reach out 

to me at Communications@WhitneyUMC.org and let me know.  We’ll figure out why and what 

can be done about it.  I am nothing if not creative in my problem solving. 

Please know that we are very aware of the members of our congretation who are not 

electronically connected and we are making extra phone calls and sending extra US mail to 

make sure we keep in contact.  On Sundays, we set up an audio call so that these folks can at 

least listen in on worship, even if they don’t get full benefit of the images we show. 

 

DEWEY KNOWLES, Retired Pastor and Librarian – Profile by 

Ramona Walhof 

Dewey was born into a family of Methodists in Michigan. His father was a civilian who worked 

for the navy, and they moved to Washington when Dewey was nine. After high school 

graduation, he studied at the University of Pugit Sound, the University of Washington, and spent 

3 years in the Coast Guard. He also was a supply pastor in 2 churches.  

In 1956 Dewey earned a Bachelor's degree in English with a minor in Greek from Baker 

University, a Methodist school, in Baldwin City, Kansas. He explained that "common Greek or 

Koine Greek” is the type of Greek that was used to write the original New Testament. Dewey 

met his wife Neola during college, and they were married shortly after graduation. Both Neola 

and Dewey worked in the library. Dewey was assigned to pastor two small churches in Kansas 

during college and continued this work while doing graduate work in English literature  at the 

University of Kansas in Lawrence.  

He studied religion at Pacifc School of Religion, an interdenominational seminary in Berkeley 

CA. There he  received a Master's in religion. 

Returning to Washington, Dewey worked again as a pastor at Trinity Church in Seattle and then 

in central Washington. Then he moved his family to Naperville, IL, where he was  theological 

librarian for Evangelical Theological Seminary and serial librarian for North Central College.  

In 1978 the Knowles family settled down on Vashon Island near Dewey's parents.  They had 

four children: Elizabeth, Rob, Katherine, and Susan. He now has 12 grandchildren and 10 great 

grandchildren scattered across Washington, California, and Idaho.  

When the Knowleses returned to Seattle, Dewey took a job with Shorey Bookstore buying, 

selling, organizing  and conferring about religious and other books. Shorey was known for its 

good selection of religious books. Dewey loved this work, and it gave him an opportunity to read 

as much as he wished. He said he learned more there than in college. Anyone who knows 

Dewey and his enthusiasm can readily understand that he was an excellent book salesman.  

mailto:Communications@WhitneyUMC.org
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Neola passed away in 1989. By then their children were all in their 20's. Daughter Katherine 

persuaded her Dad to retire from Shorey and move to Boise in 1995. He worked as a custodian 

for Powerbar for 12 years before retiring again in 2012.  

Dewey first came to Whitney church shortly after he arrived in Boise. Music has been an 

important part of Dewey's life since childhood. He first sang in a children's choir at age 8. 

Throughout his life, he sang in many church choirs, in barbershop quartets, and even in musical 

comedies.  Both his mother and his wife were pianists. Neola also played double bass and 

clarinet. Daughter Elizabeth majored in piano in college. Grandson Richard Taylor works at 

Dunkleys Music and carries on the family talent.  At Baker University,  the choir director 

changed Dewey from bass to tenor, so he took some voice training in order to reach the high 

notes. He says: "People always need tenors." 

 When Dewey came to Whitney, he was impressed with the music. Don Branton was choir 

director, and his wife Connie played the organ. Connie was a  member of the American Guild of 

Organists. Connie also followed her husband as choir director at Whitney Church, as well as 

directing the Whitney Women's Chorale. These two drew Dewey to this church.  
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I will enter his gates with Thanksiging in my heart.  I will enter God’s court 

with Praise! 

Thank you for your images of your gates.  As we walk through our gates and see rainbows in the 

skies, may we remember to be thankful and may we praie God for all God has given us.  

  

 

Pictures from Top left 

to right: Becky Platt, 

Rev. Christina,  

Middle left to right: 

David Hawk, Malcom 

Dunten 

Bottom: Kacey 

Larracoechea 
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1 Lorrie Baer 
3 Marlys Tudehope 
5 Lisa Blakeley 
6 Mac McDaniel 
9 Betty Dippi 
17 Steve McGrath 
18 Anna Larracoechea 
24 Mark Neser 
  Barb Syriac           
26 Joyce Obland 
28 Dottie Harden 
  Joe Jackson 
29 Braeden Dunten 

  

7 Nick & Judith Alexander 
16 George & Barbara  
  Nickelsen 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         IN OUR PRAYERS 

Glenna Finley, Judith Alexander, Rich Keefe, Coronavirus 

victims  

 

SHUT-INS TO PRAY FOR THIS WEEK 

Dortha Bixler, Glenna Finley, Don Halsey 

INCESSANT PRAYERS 

Cheri Carter, Ruthie Carter, Ruthie’s Grandson, Carter, Richard 

Miller, Bonnie Hawk, Marvin Wolfe and family, Sue Frear, Dale 

 and Evelyn Thompson, Marlys Tudehope, Keith Gillespie, 

 Malcom Dunten, The Family of Billie Lirgg, The Family of Ron 

Jordan, The Family of Don Hutchinson 

MILITARY PRAYERS 

David L. Hawk, Mark Jerome 

STUDENTS IN SCHOOLS OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Jenneth McNees-Ayodele, Justine Niyogushimwa, Marissa 

Jerome, Nicole Jerome, Nick Neser, Braeden Dunten, Spencer 

Jordan, Jordyn Walhof, Hayli Ball, Hannah Ball, Christopher 

Kozama, Masson Furitami 

Please submit names to the office for listing on this new 

Prayer List feature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whitney United Methodist Church 

3315 Overland Road    Boise, Idaho 

CONTACTS 

phone 208-343-2892 

3315whitneychurch@gmail.com 

www.whitneyumc.org 
 

mailto:whitneychurch@gmail.com
http://www.whitneyumc.org/

